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THE 

WITCH-FINDER. 



CHAPTER I. 

Then not for thee these briny tears are spent, 

But as the nightingale against the breere, 
'Tis for myself I moane, and doe lament. 

Not that thou lefl'st the world, but left'st me here. 

BaowNE. 

Notwithstanding the manner in which 
the cow had advanced to the residence of 
Dame Neville, what followed produced 
a favourable change in the general feeU 
ing towards that persecuted individual. 
Though the preliminary process was not 
derided as it deserved to be, the trial by 
water had long been regarded as an un-» 
erring test by which all doubts might 
VOL. in. B 
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:2 'THtt wipreBWmDSiK. 

'be sfittinftecL From the banner in wfaiidi 
the poor bunted animal had hetn^^m* 
compassed and assailed, it was ekar xto 
'rame that it was not very extraordtnwy 
.she should run in the direction of Dame 
Neville^s abode* The resignation of the 
sufferer, when torn from her humUe 
home/ and even her personal appearance, 
had made a strong impression on nia0y 
?who were present ; and, combined with tJie 
failure of the proof expected from thedafit 
experiment, encouraged a belief tfaafeabe 
might be innoqent* Even Thorpe entef- 
tamed sdme doubt, though repeatedly 
assured by the Witch^^finder that belmd 
seen numbers of the devil's deep xm 
unharmed from the bosom of a/iriveFi 
diter longer immersion thitn tb<^; 1p»xty 
here suspected had endured* y?:^' 

When Challoner ihad retunu^M&dii 
the aGene in which he Jfaad XLU^^n^i^^f^ 
MixA^M promiHent a'part, heu9»«» ^^ 
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mM up to meiancholy refiefij^cmi^. 6 Jt 
grieved him to recall the frightful ili^Al*- 
jtice of which fab misled fellow meii» 
^ere ci^ble, ~- he was sorry that he had 
iMeen so conspicuous in the buiuness of 
that day, though it was impossible to re- 
gret having interfered. 

What disturbed him^ was the reflectkMi 
that his name being mentioned in con- 
nection with the proceeitings of the 
Witch-Finder, would attract the atten- 
tion of many, who otherwise might 
ksve remained unacquainte4 with iw 
I^Maira to England. ]^t the danger^ w^ebi 
^Hot now to be averted*— his course^was 
iiaken, and nothing remained but to wait 
ithe event. 

v^ T|iere was another source ;of uneasL* 
ness incessantly present to his^ mind* 
iifintsifaad been thrown out by Bentley 
^esj^Qctiiig Albert, highly injurious .< to 
teii tdit^^airter. It .was not probfllile 
B 2 
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4? THE WITCH-nNDER. 

th^t one .who owed ChaUoner life, 
education, and all which he had evqr 
possess^d^ should turn against his bene- 
feictor, and against the sovereign in 
whose cause he had appeared to be so 
zealous* ^ut ChaUoner had seen too 
much of human treachery to feel assured 
that this was , altogether impossible, 
though he. stilL confidently believed that 
he had not unwisely trusted Albert, 

He was thus musing, restless and alone, 
when James Thorpe made his appear- 
aifce, with an air of bustling importance, 
but at the same time with an archuess of 
expressiojn in his countenance, which told 
that he had ^mething to communicate, 
and that that something appeare(| to 
him no ypfit. suj)ject fpr merriment. ^ 
. Fqr^th|s vopng man, Challqn^r felt a 
.growing kindness ; though he considered 
. him too . muQh ^giyen ^o the follies which 
prevailed w^^p^^ qgpo^ 
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THE WITCH-FINDER. 5 

to the Roundheads. He had seen more 
than one spontaneous act of kindness 
elicited from him, and his recent humane 
care of Dame Neville commanded his 
unqualified admiration. 

" Well, young gentleman, ^^ said Chal- 
loiier, " have you conducted your charge 
in safety to her home ?" 

" I have done it; and truly, notwith- 
standing people call her hag, and witch, 
I could have been almost content to have 
remained her guest for some time, tb 
assist her in dressing, had she permitted*^' 

<< It is not well, James, to speak thus 
I^ightly of an oppressed female, whom 
your humanity has saved.** 

** 1 guess you have been before me in 
both. You lifted her from the water 
before I touched her, and I (forgive the 
lingodson-like suspicion,) have a sort 6f 
aniieathat you have spoken' %htly of 
ter, c^ to iier, before toida^.^ ^ ' '• 
bS 
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6 fiie ^itcti'inm^itK. 

"i^ty camesyoutbofar : I haive not 
seen^ her before, and have no taste for 
this raillery.** 

** It this be so, if you never saw her 
before, kt us have her back to the riveir 
and* try the ordeal again ; for if you 
speaK seriously, and are not deceived^ 
this woman is a witch after all. She 
knows your name as well as I do, and I 
must say, she appears to know something 
more than the name/* 

** How my name can have been con** 
veyed to her I know hot. But fot heri^ 
l' shdiild not know her again if We met^ 
So ^tirety was my attention eiigroaieA 
iJy her distress, that 1 did not beatew a 
glance on her countenance/' 
*^ «*^ut she bestowed bne on yiwrs, tod 
|his Fban «elt you, that while dbe did sb;» 
itieffiiited/'^^ 

•''*«^kiity6st strange.^' - ' -; 
' ' ^•^What * speAk of, tAanced while you 
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vspxe by. I tS^ a?^iste4 hfti; ^n,4,|:p^tier 
S9^ out the clutches of Hppkips apd his 
companions. Now» when t had borne ^ 
her to the hut in wjiiqh ^h;^ ha^s l^eefi re* 
sident for sofne:yeaF8» 90 ssoon as she 
begaato reviye, out popped your n^mfj." 
ffjgtome one must h?ive mentioned it 
t^ber as that of the individual who had 
snatched her from the river." , ^* 
T. f* Nay, this could not be ; and more* 
over, she did not merely repeat the name 
as«.J^ ^qpod which had but once tlpgled 
9p.ber eai\ for thus she went on — 
VdbaUoner, O ChaUpueri still the wit- 
ne99< c£ v^ afflifct^p. But for thee I ha^ 
not t^^perienced the barbarous persecu- 
tion of this day T" 

ijAff Sport not mtk my fe^linge^ yo«li. 
No J»mA)§ living b^ caqs? p 9sff^ this. 
Ha! — It cannot be ! — Yet tlj^ yery sii^ 
position— the fnollf«RtaIy,4?p?^lllj^(whi 
itgiyfi* Ml*br iiff^i?.t3^,%.jpqg- .so foil of 
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hqrfqi[,^^(ive4-^iit^i^ on.but th* 
shadoWd-fOiK tj^Ufch, I kaow iiot:^ttait m;^ 
trpi^Uei^Ji^^rt oo»M sustain ife^-^I lcnt>w 
nQtit}f2ik my reason would survive.** - i 
K^** Trulyi ypia look very* grai*^ oa ^ 
Qccasiop*^' :• -- ^: -. ./ .i ■ . .t v-.ai 
^ ^Vl oftiMi<;*l^ar. mirth.; TeH me but 
the simple truth.'* 

^'Seliiat I^l^^^r^^iiy dooe afaready; 
only I ought to have added, that while' 
s|b0 spoke, ^beting scarcely herseiC; sbe 
sobbed with such convulsive heavingsi 
that I could almost have done the 'same. 
Wh^ more gcpnscipusv o£ ray piestocie, 
is^ejtWKS iinKioiis to reiSrain fion ^pe^dh^^ 
T^ . h€^otfearful utyes^ raised lo ^ fatfavtt) ^ 
s^)^4 ^ tbei^ . to make apfieal withf suck ^ 
ej^gr^. ^4iapi^rpw9<tbai£ tinmi^t I saw ^ 
^(^g^tSv^UtatingifoK^hUmanityv and 
bowed in reverence/* 

M This.^xiilia Vf^ttt U stctogciy d&. 
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torbs liie. I mmt seek' fTftktik 'NeVille 
Ibrthwithy and obUin exj^ationi^ - ^^^ 
' ^ Not m, for faavuig heard yb6r AaMe, 
I spoke of you as hei* deliverer. * Who !* 
fhe wildly enquired !'< C%MiUoi«r^Chal. 
loner^ my ddiverer !' and thten-she 
mforocd:sil6ncei^ii herself, utifd ddded 
not one word/* • . ' . 

/^* I cannot yield ci'edit to ti^istal^ and 
must isee her/* • * . ' ' ' * 

.rM Do not attempt it, for I dcimfttid^d 
of her if yoasboold go thither/^ i.r'i*> 
•« Made she any reply?** ^^^ ' ^ ^' *' 
<< Heranswar wai^ «Nev«!' I \vwAtf 
iMt^iodk w Mm again/ Hov^yfrdMtmk 
it is^sittr to m^ that though yoK l^n^ 
h^iUoif she haa known you, and perhajpr 
tha»^t.i|t and time she n^igbt^kfol^BBP 
waord to (thetihonout^ of beh^^ni^^di^ 
mamma/* *• ^"'> ^^' b^^od 

.f^HM9idoaewitiiithis.triiliii^A'^ '* 
B 5 
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**^The trAth I ht^ trtd, wb^ii' I 
represented that fi'om the hiftDiier in 
which Dame Neville fobbed out the 
tlaihe of Challoner, it seemed to me 
itits^tlikely that you bad given her .good 
cause to remember it, if you had not 
engkged her assistance in perpetuaiii^ 
it." 

^< I have not been iii the habit of in- 
dulging in those libertine practloes which 
you impute. Early sorrow saved me 
"from some <rf* the temptations to which 
I might othert^se have yielded/* * 

^* That was very ungrate&il dn the 
part of Sorrdvv. As Temptation is gene- 
rally ch41 enough to iistitodiicelier WhtM- 
^ver he can make way 'fw hims^, 
Sarrmiti yxnir case, might toronte k$f¥e 
*Sohe a^innch for TempMSan/^ 
- « f^ere is more truth than g**i*^'^ 
^tiie remain ^^ -l^rtTpray be seri©»9*» Has 
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this jfemale ffudkm ipf f^» ip i^% ,wy you 

"She has, indeed^ and her speeqh. fs^d 
fpaoQer were such, th^ I cf>v34 ^0M>3t 
fys^yfik^ waslife^Jy, op y0i»r^^ouw!i ta 
4»)l(;€i another turn ia the ri,?er ft^m w^ch 
:^(ni snatched her. Shall I tell yoi^ji}^ 
realthougfats ?*' 

*f I .^fljtreat yoM, 4« w*" 

««iPlainly?" 



.V.As plainly, as old ro^gb-spqn* th^ 
nurlettl^. Allows ypu.wpi^?" . 

"JBvenae^" 

** Thcoi thus. I cannot but susp^ 
tiiilbvbii^sam^ P^e NevUl^ is or was a 
beitttty* whom you, grave Sir, |ir«t, wpo^fj, 
A«4 l^tnen d«ser|^, ujijtder cK:cun)^;tfaees 
which vaii^ hujt for thf .eidl ,coif^ 
q/imt^ to your gO)d«M[i And 94;h«r dear 
and vj^^us cftm^w^ faaye jjj^ti^e^ 
P-6 
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her btotfaer in cefiiaiending ^ ^tmiliri 
sampled of* steel to your heart, or an ounce 
or two of lead to your skull.'* 

-^ Your irards in^ire emotion to ¥fhich 
mi longKiage <;ari do justice. Ti^re was^^ 
inctoed^ one being whom -from ia Aftak 
etHQt^'' ' ■ ^ • ^ :/ - '-.b 

: ^ I thought if you bruised up your 
ittMiOfy a bit you i¥'Ould remember hek*i 
Y«i^ these £ital errors, as we moral folhs^ 
tMidarly call our yices, will tKicun £ven:: 
I have had an error or two in my tiln^*'> 

-:. *' My error, Sir, was of the head. It 
WW cruel caiumny that caused deseiv 

' f«In my case, it was crndl dcswtioQ 
caused calumny.'* * r 

^^The stt&rer has long beeii dead;> 
Sfrl believ!g^-«d I know.--¥e8, 1 Saw tb^ 
corpse myself— I saw the poor guileless^ 
heait which I rashlf b^i6ved the seat of 
theibulest perfidy; 'But if^if it we^' 
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possiUel Nb> *iM^*«^that oaiiMtri beix> 
YiebxiPhe^^ia this wide world but Etapns^ 
could so reproach 1** • ? ' ^ > --i n^ 

:iM9ir/' -said Jamesy becoming )ii9re 
s^Qusaiihe' remark^ the? extrelxi0! 
agptajtien (^Ofaalioaer^ ^* you ajppcbei 
distressed. I repent my light sj^eeehiff^e 
Ml must instantly terminate the di^d- 
fiii wonder, i eta harcUy call it :dmiMi 
nrhiob tears my bosom/ But this, tor^ 
tufiil^ cniiosity shall at onbe be sotiii^' 

&td/^ '- .-:.-'.' ^.r .'I i-'V.: J 

** Stay,^* cried James; •^iet me bijg 
o£ you to reflect ibr a uKwenition Hw 
exhausted state in which this poor £Sfinlet 
remains* After wttnessit^ llie ftivrful 
agitation which she has^ already:. >8uao 
tsraed tfafiT'day^ I wonldenftnt y0}im>t 
tO'^Mm her to a joew sho€& by fir^fiKH^. 
ifg y^^iisei£ao soon^'^ ' ^- ^^aioD 

v><. Your interferMoei^ butnftfi^ ^mdA 



y Google 



14 iKmwat»fmmm^ 

fiwn mf purpose* I eawiet aclmM^ «tf 

^ But for a single day/* ; 

^* Not for a single hour. No; if indeed 
the teiag against whom I havie skiGted^ 
stiiLsurvi'^es-^if she should be foand'ift 
the helpless suierer whom I have seei^l 
wo^ld not lose one niomeitt in humbling 
mTseif Jbfefore her fot all that kings oould 
pf€iflPer« Y^ should I tremble while ap^ 
proaching the virtuous martyr whose i9pi»> 
rit I have long since judged to be at rent^ 
and whosje voice, borfie on the breeze of 
midnight, has often filled my ear wttb 
wlhiiEpers of Td^ious kope, th$t in anotiter 
wbrld ^e might meet free from, and for- 
getfiib of, the k&puritiies of this. If she 
itttvives, I know not how I can auft^ 
jtl^ t^am^ dP preseiKfemg myself bs^tm 
jlef,-^yet still less how te raduee tiie ^ 
iff knowihg iftie Jiveai*^^ > :^^ t 
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ftt leist permit me to preoede jmi, wad 
apprize Dame Neville of yoiir coaoiagi 
that she may be iu some tneasuie pre» 
pared/' ' 

«' To this I will mi object. . But be 
qieedy, for I am urged on by no <:Qm* 
men impulse. Happen what may, i 
must, I will have this doubt set at rest-'' 

James lost no time in repairing to.tbis 
^3Dtti^e of Dame Neville. He found t^ 
object of his search pale and almost lile* 
less. But the tidings of which he was 
the bearer were such as even in h^r 
ihem, exhausted ^tate were not to be t^ 
oaved with calmness. It were si^e^ 
Bm>U9 to dilate on the sighs, the throbs, 
the exclamations, which followed, or 
to^.. picture the tremUing expectatU^ 
wHih whiqh she beheld the apprp^ch^/^f 
Cbsdloner. His feelings it W9re».j»t^ 
more difficult to pourtrftyj whenvJ^FJ^ |^ 
m»iikrmkmS^m9f^ m iCife? k^ff^ one 



y Google 



1^ . i»w witmL^nviim* 

risen from the dead, he retraced features 
which he had not hoped to gaze upon 
again; and sobbing, owned in speech 
less prostration, that it was really Emma 
at whose feet he knelt 



^Q, ;. . .... ........ > .,.. , ,, 
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CHAP. 11. 

Ah ! think not^me cad ever " 
My soul from thine dissever* 

French Melodies* 

The scene which immediately followed, 
whatever it might be to witness, it would 
not be very edifying minutely to describe. 
Where emotion supersedes speech, the 
vocabulary of appropriate words is soon 
exhausted, and repetition becomes in- 
evitable. 

' We shall pass ovei* the mingled sensa- 
tions of pain and pleasure, of exultation 
and regret, attendant on the first recog- 
nition, and content ourselves with giving 
the substance of what passed when the 
minds of Chalioner and Emma had re- 
gained something of their natural tone, ' 
and were capable of communicating their 
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thoughts, and comparing their recifl^ 
lections. 

Hie task which Challoner had first to 
perform, was to detail the circumstances 
of the fatal imposition practised upon 
him bj Sophia. His narrative was list* 
eried to with grief and amazement, but 
the reproaches which he bestowed on hU 
olm credulity were not echoed by Emma* 
She wondered not^ that being so deceiv* 
edt his conduct bad been what she had 
mcmrned. 

Though faiut from the troubles mi 
vicissitudes of the day, Emma recounted 
her history. After Challoner had re* 
proached her falsehood and reti)red» on 
the night of the massacre, she remained 
^ ti^ apartment where he had seen h&* 
It chanced that her ststisr^ iirho had beeti 
sdcreted in the neighbourhood, was in^ 
formed of the vinit ^hich tlie noters had 
paid'to thehouae m whioli berin^Mit^wda 
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laft. Maternal apprehension lifted her 
above all personal fear, and she dedded 
on returning to snatch the child frim 
d»Bger» This she ibndly persuaded her* 
^e^ might be aecomplished* by taking it 
uit0 ha* own care. The representatioos; 
made i^nat it were not attended to^ 
and ahe hasteii^d to Etnma« The 9tato 
ia which Mrau Raymond Ibdnd her sisteri 
ChalloDer b^g jitst d^^utedt was cer* 
tainly.not auch as could encourage a hope 
that in her the infitnt. would find a v^y 
eapaUe protector. She believed that 
tisfror had bereft Emma of her reason* 
The wildneas di her mattner,^ and the irit 
ciaiierent character of her replies* jii^ti* 
fiedsuoba.bells^, mdif confirmed in h^r 
>QBoiiition» Mrs. Raymond retreatei^ 
cmnyitog Albert in her arma. 
aShe wa3 accompanied by her huabaitd^ 
ai»l beth agf 6ed» that th^r^mly. chatK^ 
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%&iiii with dl practicable expeditlbiv* 
This linfOTtuflate resolution they act* 
tempted to carry into execution. Thfe 
eetoequences were most fatal. Attacked 
on their road^ the husband perished in a 
vain attempt to defend his trife and child. 
The iiifatnated men whose violence thtfs 
prevailed, were too fearfully misled t6 
respect the claim which humanity would 
advance on behalf of the other sex. 
The destruction of both mother and 
child was decreed. Beneath their ^M^ 
the former instantly perishedi and the 
(Cfbild Was supposed to have received his 
death wbund before the assassins retired. 
Mrs. Raymond strongly resembled heir 
sister. Their features and complexion 
were the same, and Challoner, when he 
Iboked on the corpse, had no doubt that 
he ^ted on the remains of Emma. 
Hsld he been in a state to bestow the 
mbst careful exafiiination on the ghastly 
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pbjecty he coulfi scarce}}^ l^f^ve dmo^etaA 
my di£fereace for whicbi de^itb^ im[4^ 
auch circumstances, would not JHQretbw 
account. The child whose dri^^ and 
countenance he at. once identifiedi icoq* 
vinced him that the mangled form f^ould 
be no other than that of the fair 09e» ip 
whose keeping he had so recently seen it« 
Distracted by the losses she had., 30$^ 
tained from the death and desertion of 
those who were all the world to bef, 
Emma was for a season incapable of 
forming any plan for the regulation of 
her future conduct. The baseness aini 
cruelty of Challoner 'were strongly in? 
sisted upon by Sophia, whose obj^^t it 
was, to perpetuate the separation whi^b 
she had caused. Emma could never 4isr 
tinctly understand why Challoner act^d 
as he did, but that he had repro^ch^(| 
^ left, hermit tbe,niost^ a>yful pipq^ff^ 
/)f her jife^.^cpuld not Jbe^ questiqgi^ 
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^ THE WI«rH*nN0lStL 

Sbe did not encourage the harsh speedies 
in which Sophia was disposed to indulge, 
but i^e had Ho means of proving that 
they could not with justice be applied to 
•Challoner. 

Emma remained ^ in Ireland some 
months, after the catastrophe which had 
so de^ly affected her, but at leng<^. 
came under the .care of her grandmother 
to England. She had been resident in 
in London but a short period^ when she 
met the servant of Thorpe with Albert 
in ker arms. She was instantly struck 
with the astonishing resemblance which 
the infant thus encountered, bore to the 
fbrmer object of her care and all but 
maternal fondness* 

Emma was induced to watch the ser» 
vant home, and subsequently to hover 
l^bout Thorpe's garden, in the hope of 
smug the babe whose image- was iiices* 
fiiabtly present to her mkiid. ' > ^ 



y Google 



And as every new view but mxxe 
stroogly impressed her with the pecfep*- 
tiaa c^ the likeness, it made her more and 
more anxious to look on the only face 
which she could contemplate with in* 
terest. The melancholy thoughts which 
grew on this luxury she was cont^at to 
indulge, for sorrow had such entire pos^ 
session of her heart, that she had no 
disposition to invite the return of com- 
fort* 

Desiring to escape observation, she 
varied her appearance^ and someUmes 
went masked to the place where she hoped 
to see Albert This was no uncommcm 
practice of that day, but her manner was 
more remarkable than her dress* She 
attracted the notice of persons in the 
service of Thorpe, and subsequently that 
of Thorpe himself, being mistaken fof 
BXwtikeVf who had noticed his tul)ps» 
His affairs heosif^ embarrassed, ^-^ti^ 
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U^ps wAdckik^^ had hap^ wodLd ermt- 
attily retrieve past miscarriages fouled; J^ 
tntnd grew weaker as his fortune got 
lowi and it was then that he bega^ to 
countenance the idea that he<was pur- 
sued by witchcraft, and judged th@ feoiale 
so often seen in the neighbc^rhood of 
his garden could be no other (baa the 
witch. 

The breaking up of the practice of 
speculating, or gambling in the name of 
tulipSj made Thorpe think of retiruig 
with what remained of his property, 
which he endeavoured to improve by 
fkrming. With this purpose he esta* 
blished himself at Redburn, The only 
gratification which Emma sought was, 
as we have already stated, that of occa- 
sionally looking on Albert, and she in 
consequence took measures for informing 
henielf whither Thorpe was g$w»e. B»t 
graiftimol^ had p^ the debtf ol* na* 
20 
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iutej her <»>u8m bad j^come Lady Maitp 
iandf and 4s little cordiality subsisted 
i>et9v^6n tbe0)» £)i»ma bavuig nothing to 
induce her to remain in the metropolis, 
decided on Temoving to the neighbour- 
hood of St* Albans. 

Griefi if it: had changed hc^ from what 
she ?vas, had not so far dinamed the lus- 
tre of her beauty, but she was slill 
exposed to occasional notice from the 
other sex. To avoid this, she adopted 
a styte of dress which gave her the ap- 
pearance of age« 

And besides having this object in view, 
as Emma was sensible that in former years 
she had been noticed by Thorpe, and 
those in his service, though she was not 
aware of the suspicions which he had 
conceived, she was willing to avoid be- 
ing recognized by them. The chaage 
. wUch she thus effected in her attire an- 
swectd hfr {Hirpose for a long titter and 

VOL. in, c 
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sfie M^as lettabled to Vt^tiSi iftfe ohsetuSSf 
t^e coreteA, eitjbying tht obdasiM^ 
^tiifbciton 6f Idokits^ 6a Hie bMId^dlT 
iteHfiter. '-''■' ^ ' ^ ■ -^'-'^^ 

^ ^[^Wtien she had remained iii ihttmS^ 
siiire severa] years, she fbufid ihat'dttenw 
tiori was directed towards *ef^' fibm 
which she would gladly have befen 'Uk^ 
etnpte^. This, however,' bnly-^ool: the 
shape of jeers at the old maid as Shfe 
passed along, and fhcttigh not plida^ 
sAht, disturbed hex but little/ The re- 
moval of Albert to Yorkshire was 1^ 
signal for her to do the samis ; bilt; anti- 
cipating that he would again b6 resident 
a^ Redburn, she did not give iip the 
rural home which she had secured ift ihe 
neighbourhood j and when that to whi'di 
she had looked forward occurred, thil^er 
she returned. ' ■ '■ ' . 

As she pursued her nahrative, Cfiafl- 
ioner listened with eqilal ktirfactSon arid 
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human power, watched his footsteps, but 

gAwm^jryrhv^ "^bogie bad kapwn, by 
e^Kglainij^g |h,^^y^ pause ef his beipn 

..SUe, prgqc^dQf^. to j^e?^ of the cirt 
^^iqAta«ce^,thrj(^u^h wbich she had be* 
CQnw ♦njor^ ac^ipaifite^d wj^th Albert* 
X)eejp^ iq|^^t^d, ill h^ welfare, she 
spoke .with admkatioa of his humane 
coAdui^iaQd iugeouous caniiage. She had 
almostbeUeved that he could be no other 
than the qhiid formerly so dear to her. 
More than once she had been op the 
point of making ppquiries which would 
bwe sot. tliis question at rest. Albert 
sometimes spoke of obligations heaped 
upon him by a kind benefaptor. But en 
the s^eijtrOf Jtiwbirtb a|id ftifcure ibr- 
c 2 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



%mie9y and on tbesef alonfe,^ she hadfougigl 
bijn studiously rdserved. There ^ t^tfe 
xBogdents in which .she could Bot help 
believing what she wished, and tlie 4iQpe 
was so sweety that she feared to n^^ 
losing the dear delusion, for the chance 
of convei-ting it into certainty. . 

Chalioner could now understand what 
Irady Maitland had meant, when she told 
that he had been deceived, wh^e to 
him it had appeared that deceit was im- 
possible* He doubted not, that dhe hail 
Xjirislie^i toaqform him, that he had mis- 
ts^p^^tbe; i;^m9Jins of Mrs^ Raymond for 
tl?.o§e Apf JBkum^, . who still survived.. 

He listened, without venturing to ipr 
tefrupt the speaker by making onp re- 
ll^i;l$,or offerings single question, til| 
s^tcaxne toetxpri^ss her hopes and doubts, 
respecting Albert. TJtien. he could; 119^ 

fl5li» I^Q. longer,: , ;; j :/: ^ ♦- 
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«kimed. "In' Albert fm teally ^See tha 
object of ydur virtuous care, -^ the gdlltJ 
Ies$ cause of my imkiridrtess* I h&vfe 
hea^d your praise of him with sincere^ 
sktrsftction, and the purest j&y Ms my 
heart; while I add, that all repents concur 
in describing^ hini such as you belieVe^ 
snch as I could wish him to be. £ven 
in its severest wrath, providencie res^ved 
one blessing for us, by rendering me the? 
instrument of saving him from death.' I- 
^ejgret to add, believing him the repre- 
sentative of perfkly, where I ought ndU 
to^hstrt judged that aug'ht but spotless 
truth could dwell, for many years I wOuld * 
ndt look on him/' * 

" But you protected him, and tlm/ 
abused as you have been, wafe ail act^f 
generous magnanimity not unworthy th^- 
itiliaWtant of abetter world .^' - ^ 

. "Oh Emma! do not flatter one who^ 
ilti^dtMoi Wliope th^feyOu cWld^iever 
c 3 
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shall, t^ trust, soon ijypea^^^^ 
Butlie firm; He is id tlie |)^^ 
anddeSthmiayink'thefd^^ Htew* 

ever should' eVeri this Mbhanc6, wfe^ sftaS 
liave the eonsolirtibtf SFlcnoi^ng tKk hfe 
ftll in a good tausfe.' 'iBfui li^tter things 
may fee looked tor^iiid 'I ^elpers^ 
Ihaf he will one daji" rank iambrtg the trtnih- 
phant vindieattiwbf attbppi-ess^ri^idi^ 
and an exiifed inmiaitili^* ^ - ■ iv ? 
The ]^ie C6tintentttifee trf ^fontna,- ^nd 
the low ti3ri6 In t^Mcli Sh6 4tt^^^ to 
i-epljr, 'admbnM^^ 6tiaflbtier • fliifc^ he 
' bu^hf n6t uttneeessktlff^ to proldngrlJttfr 
in^rvi^w. ^'lleexpr^ssfed atibpethaf^he 
wouid afecepl' of sflcli pfbtectioia te it 
might be in fiis power to dffeh What- 
ever his own fate might bte,'^edbtiibtfed 
not she migHf restin sifttyii&liere^trfert 
'iiaiisc) long re^dfedj ffer ^ e3i][)teltikfion 
Hie cbiiia ii^- ^^ df^^af'tead 'A^ 
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}^,9u^t wjflcQiqe, .9X1^ ymnld . mke . ^hipii 
f^)^iou8.to^ne fi>f the pjusti^e 9f hii 
j^impicioQ^ Thi9 he jurppps^d Jtp ^er* 
toin fp^thwithi, .and retqrnj but, Emma 
WaS^sted that fomft delay would be ,de- 
8iral3|le» 9S ]ier h^asf^d piind and s^t* 
^iied frame claim^ repofe. Xt was ^{laily 
^gireedf that he shpuld not return tUVtJiie 
jfoUawii^g eveniqgt Qe deemed it P^<|f s** 
> sary, f(»* h^r sake as well as fpf hi^^ QWn^ 
.^p avoid pbseryajtion as much as ppsaible, 
^pr be was not without feaf^Si that if b^s 
dei^igns should be discover^di any, one 
Jkaotwn to be immediately under his jpro- 
tection might be pursued as a party to 
4;hem» though ignorant of their existence. 
"Farewell,*^ he cried, while he pressed 
h(Eu:, hand to his lips. '^ At , twilight^ to- 
^m/Qci^ow expect me« In the interim^ njine 
shaU be tl^e t^ of cpnskleripg where ^ou 

mayj^^j{Ae-ac^ui[efro|^^ and 

. ^ ^, ^ , ...... ... 
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suspicion. We have known afflicttori; 
Emma, but oh ! it will be sweet, should 
favouring Heaven pennit, in days yet 
to come, to retrace the history of our 
affliction, compare our sorrows, and re- 
call the images dT those once known and 
bdoved. This wfl! shed an unhoped-for 
brightness on approaching age ; ami if 
denied to be the partner of your destiny 
' in our youth, it will be consolation. Us 
will be rapture, to watch over your- 
comforts in advanced life, and attend 
your steps (if more were not permitted) 
with a brother's love." 



;!' . • 
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CHAP. IIL 

Matthew Hopkins went on searchictg and swimwn|; 
the poor creatures, till some gentlemen, out of indignation 
at the barbarity, took him, and tied hiB own thumbs and 
toes as he used to tie others, and when he was put into 
the water, he himself swam as they did. This cleared the 
country of hira. 

JHiuTCHIKSON. , 

Still trembling with emotibn, Ciial- 
l6tier departed. . As he approached the 
spot where the brutal Witch-firidet Hkd 
proudly attended to exhibit his isM!l,/hei 
shuddered for the severities whifch Emma 
had endured, while, with boundless exult- 
ation, be acknowledged the merciful dis- 
pensation which had enabled him to atep 
between her and destruction* 

^< You look sad, my master, as though 

it broke your heart to think that a witch 

should escape detection,*' cried a man 

who presented himself, bearing a wand 

c S 
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in Ws^fiand/'aftd Wap^effti|) in a black 
cloaV over which a white beard de- 
scendedV >. ,v 

Challoner had no tecbllection bf having 
seen this person before. He coldly rie- 
plied, 

** Be my sorrows tvhat they may, at 
least they are my own, atnd you can have 
no right to interfere with thetn.*^ 

" For the most plart, you wiH ftid theta 
a very secure propferty. Jfevr rot^la^g 
will desire to cheat you of them, Or^ek 
to pick yoiit pocket of a sitigle griiif j so 
you need not bury them, (tmlesS in the 
case of a dead wife,) ad is now the mode 
with those who retain any thing dse/' 

The easy familiarity of the mas tilled 

'Ch^oner to look at' him more closely 

tliari he had previously done. ^ His -soru; 

^ iihy called forth la hearty laugh/ attd tiiis 

enabled him to recognize James Diin'pe. 

*«^S*Hfe, as old Lowen would say," 
20 
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lexc^^ifngd Jw^^ "for the pld l^y j^m- 
pot get fid of that rery poor substitute lor 
d damme; but I must be no had actpr 

..to)iaveco;i^eii^d joi^ fi:om whcMxi I parted 
so : hifieify^ i I thou^t. this veperable 
beard, and these eye^bro\i^^ would p^^*- 

.^le niy £l^mQii of a f^th^^i for 4^ is a 

.y^ifieJE^iixj^ nfho kppw3 hi? own .chil4i 

but I really . exp^Gt^d that you would 

^^qa^tpo inanj for me. Q! this is 

vfi^l^t a|)diaow my very gopdgod^fatherj 

' 9!^ ^^^S^ yP« ^*y^ heen playing tragi-co* 
jaaedy y^sdef » yon shall see a droll here/' 

jri'^ ^^ I am not fit for such indul- 
gence, your antics^ whidi might be 
j^li^mnt to an^tb^t ,wiU nojt harmonise 
^ith .^y feeUngn.^ 

i. "Naji, hHt J thi^l^ jdiey will^ ,4br 
(Jtnow^ I am abopt to jierform a very 

- iffl^^ taak^ 5i(a4 an aqt of jus^ce which I 
.^ok yov^j^ill^ot disapprovet" 
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*♦'! msh to disapjirove of no actt of 
justice/' 

"Why then, you will laugh to know 
that I come thus in masquerade, to fceach 
that wily oH serpent, Matthew Hopkins, 
ai lesson which he shall remember to the 
last hour of his deviUbuntrng, woman* 
torturing existence. With two or three 
honest fellows near me, decked out in 
this precious ' dothing, borrowed from 
the tiring-room of a barn, in which- Tom 
Green has engaged to play. a droli ait 
Dunstable, we have charged Matt. Hop- 
kins witb being a wizard, pretended that 
we had authority to subject him to thfe 
opdeaf) by water, and are ju«t going tp 
give him a right good d;^cking, so sooii 
asmy father,and ia fewof his friends knd 
admirers, who on various pretences^'haive 
been drkwn this way^' arrive to '\^itnejte; 
the experiment^'* - 
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» ***Bub will not they rescue liim from 
your hands?*' 

*^No{ for we are supposed to be a 
cbfimilssion direct from Lottdon, t6 try^ 
this quelstion^ and I am a learned 
doctor, just come from, the deserts of 
Arabia^ and the wilds of iSiberia, brirtiful 
of infernal knowledge,^ to ascertain if 
this great Witch-Finder ove not his won*- 
derful success to his own influence with 
the devil. My two sttirdy accompKceS 
have got him tight, and now come the^ 
audience of our comedy/' 

While he spoke, Challoner saw at a 
diort distance thte Witch-Finder, hot in 
aH the pomp ^f the morning, but shrifiK. 
ing from the grasp of those who detainfed 
him, asdierting his innoe^ce, and ifn'« 
phiring mercy in the same breath* -Ui 

•« Peace, good Master Sh4m Disoo^vvU 
rer,*' cried James, disguising his voice^ and 
assttming a pompous^ declamaitory totie^ 
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^< The dciitU and you have beeQ jilsiyii^^ 
ri^t merjry game, and little, I trow,, did 
you 'dream that one was cooafig fion a 
distant land, who should convi$^ yW/9f 
i}eiiig what you fain would have good 
people believei you Uwd butto puwabi^f' 

*< Worthy Sir,*' cried Hopkins, m ^ 
wheedtiog«tratn,^4n thifiyeu are deceived 
hy eril report, apd truth and reason teach 
that small cause can theie be to suqiect 
^ male of sue* misdoings.** 

^* Indeed! oh, then I have much to 
learn. To my humble thinking, theare is 
iQore reason for hunting.down the wvsard 
than the witch. For, says not thatgodjy 
preacher of the word ^ Great Staughtouj 
the pious John 'Gaule, that the ox^le 
.witdi is worse than the female, Ibor 
though Bhe may be toore envious and 
jhaliciousi yet he has abused the abler 
•and nobler sex.*' 

<« ^But is It [mft ksMiwny l>y reaeon tfattt 
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mpt 4h€ first of woii)aii4«ti4 ^liafc tJiMit 
8€ix hfts been evw ekiee, ia^ |«£uUiut 4e- 
g^ree, prone to do his biddiugf 
• ^It is not so. Thsit is'hut a. ffilge 
gossqiiQg coiidttsi6n >89t jfartb by mwe 
pretenders to the: art of ifitch-findiz^ 
like 70U. Trath and re«so»49ctoe tbat 
«^teh«s ane little likely^p/ be jos»aKg- 
Ban^t as wizanis$ and Ibi: thjis simplq^^illl- 
sufficient reason^ that as ngoiBna^ vrnQn^ 
ginaUy fashioned out of one cibof inan, 
she 'has hvtt in thait propcMr^^n th^ fj^* 
ties to which man is Uabk* 3i^ cqv^ 
p^ripare for seasch.^' 

<* Tarry y^ awhifas^ for I VQDld,<ti^- 
^in. From my ififanc^ npifviMralfi I hf^ve 
borpe divers mol$9 on my b^^i jWd 
moreover a rnU by evil :Qbai»!^ wpi^nded 

me tomday^ being.iixed ft .the^^sfi^Jpf a 
atick, in order to urge ^rwai^i^e cov^^' 
- .\MMk yo%''i«i|*4 J5«»efi li^W9S with 
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an air of triumph to the ispectatbrs^ <*fc€rW 
this detected cheat begins to cry outl 
Well he knows that I shall presently dis- 
cover his marks; therefore begins he to 
say he has had marks from his infancy, 
and he has been wounded. He deem$ 
that he has very simpletons to deal with- 
al. Tell me, Master Discwerer^or^ihe 
generaUbeneJit^ how y^u happened to 
leave this limb, of a waxen form, pre- 
tended to be foimd in yonder cottage 
in the first field you crossed this morn- 
ing, when you carried your cloak rolled 
tip under your arm ?** 

Hopkins looked ruefully at the waxen 
fragment which James displayed^ and 
returned no direct answer. ** I am be- 
trayed,** he at length said; "evil men 
conspire to work my downfalL" 

*^ Nay, you are betrayed by yteur Ky&n 
evif dmngs. It maybe indeed that an 
ill-^cud>}oarQeymaR^ has Confessed to sa^e 
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hifUf^elf, and toade kttown that y^ aw 
what I have named you. But hasteni 
friends, and make search/^ . . !' 

* ** Believe not the villain/* cried Hop- 
kins. « He has spoken lies. Th* figiire ' 
he himself oast, and it wad Kis.*' : ' 

" So then you are caught ! : Marfc yoil 
that, good neighbours; he tells that' the 
figure was made by. one of his coihjwiliy. 
Now attend to the. conclusion : we shaft 
have more discoveries anon. Begiit the 
seaTch, I say/* ^ • 

- ' And those to whose cHStody the Witch^ 
finder had been , given, bared his>back 
with great expedition. James app^oachidd 
and afiected to exa^ne the appearanpcsisi • 
with great care. . - ^'^ 

" Oh ! oh ! '* bawled the im|Jector^ 
** these be m6les, be they ? and ^ toatui^ai 
marks? ^ Are thiey.soP Iwili undfertAk^ 
to prove th«t ihey are bilt • Devil% ^ 
dcnngs! •* iFhis-shai} be«itiade d6hr'tct>e(|Ji ' 
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jforifiiies&lie.iifitiKitlf the^accBs^d^b^ 
IM»t| wliea flpggod wklt a hxmGh ^f n^tlefi 
be sad and sore^ and will neither wxUh? 
not roK» because t&at he knows his now 

» I praj you put ne not to such tox* 
ture,^ Hppkins whin^redt ** for wimrd 
1 am npne/' 

^' Qe9ial is one proof of the lacl^'^ 
James remarked^ folly nesolved tp turn 
ev«i7 thing that Hopkins might «ay to 
that point which would farther his own 
atimne* *^ And* moreover^ observe that 
Iftiis confiniis what King James declared 
in his book on < Demonology*' that ^ daily 
experience proves how loth they are tp 
e<Hifes8» without torture^ which witness 
Iheir guiltiness^* '* 

Then were the nettles applied to the 
im^Pf Matthew Hppkms, ai^d laid on 
m^ :9ucjb) judgment^ tliaty without ai^y 
l^l^tneiDk yi0tenp«^ the.Wit^.fin4^ ^vjas' 
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s«ib|ected to intoAerfthte ^fau -.Hk ^eitoi 
Ibr mercy served but to caU JS^rtb if mr 
fiidckeries* 

^< The devil,'^ cried t^e toimentor, 
<< shall now know, in the persoii^of his 
agent, the virtue of these simple^ which 
I hare culled from the field for the acu 
commodation of that brawny back/^ 

** Cease, I pray,'* shrieked Hopkins^ 

" Nay, continue your dance, ibr al* 
though your music be not quite so fioft 
as that of David-s harp might be, it is 
not discordant in pious esrs. Cease, in- 
deed ! Many, this is not half the tisa^ 
ture you ought to know. For your sake 
I would we had that gentle mrtrutneill, 
Ifte Duke of Eaeter^s daughter at band, 
which was so fitly used on divers occa- 
rions in former times. 

The pleasure of seeing the netties^ifl^ 
appMed, induced James to cotttttftie tife 
o^rldion liH ihe "pertoti ^f the "IVUdtK 
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diseovefer eschtt>ited a mogt i&woIIe» 
and diisfmal spectacte^ ' James thotigbt it' 
pru^dent to bring that part of the cere^ 
tflony to a : conaliisitm^ He next ordered 
Ms hanrikand feet to be tied, asr those o^ 
tiie supposed witch had been in the fore-^ 
n€ioi} of that day; a»d begrudging hiiioi 
even a mdment's respite from insult, 
while : tfeis was beihg done the pretendfed 
Doctor held forth. ; 

♦* Now, good people all, yau see what a 
contemptible thing the devirs agent- is^- 
wJ^B'be is fcmnd oiitl I trow, he and 
old Sbtanitbougtot of fighting under fajse 
colours for maay many years together/ 
Meti who Have eyes,^ look in that fellow's 
f5M»» and tell if yoii see not whem the 
fwdiead has been scratched by old 
Lucifer^ that the mark of the beast might 
fasi thereofi. imprinted ; though, truth to 
sayv^l>^ttmrvei this was' deemed neces^; 
»i*fy^J^y^>the^M^e!W*rtrf' su<ih^a jatA-as^ 
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«0Uii>t9tiah6e .^ aa this- musb* huRe) 'bmi 

froirt- ike very' wiginal/' '> 

-.Hi9];^In$ loi^ked sorrowfully rocitidi 

^)4ien, bound hknd aniiibot^ he found 

^mselfoiitlfe; brink of th« riven > H^f 

called for help, but no one profiardd 

assistance. Some of the party there as* 

seinbled, which was by no. means nurne** 

70US, believed that the accusratibnB pte*^ 

ferred by James were not UDfouadbd'; 

and others, who were sceptical, had little 

objection to see an ^experiment tried oii 

him, which but a few hours before they 

had seen him advocate as the necessary 

and humane auxiliary of justice. 

The signal being given, the heiples4 
Witch-finder was lifted from the.grouad, 
and without more ceremony than/wouU 
have been u^sed in acting a Uke part by 
a condemned dog, he^ was soused dn^tlm 
water. He »ink; but the trepidatira 
iMj^^ r}iad c0me .overs liiiQ iw99 ^o gr<Ntti^ 
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e^^e of holding. M$ breath under tha 
^siSf^ smuggled a» de^ie^ately to i^each 
the surface^ and to jremain tbesey as if tio 
ptfil but th^ of drowning had menaced 
biriw 

lUalnuned as his handstand legs were* 
he.inras iiMble ix> mwa in th^ common 
way. It was only by throwing him»3lf 
Ptif bis Imek, that he could give that ex- 
temioBi io his limbs and frame, whtcb 
bmiigbt a su^&rient body of water un4er 
him to save him. from risk of ins^anta^ 
neons death. But it was resc»ting to tlm 
action or position which had been aup- 
{MMied to prove guilt* Innocence so en-^ 
thsalled, was not expected successfully to 
Strke; but though it was acknowledged^ 
that tbe devil was sure to desert the party 
on triial, the water itself many people who 
posaed for learned in these mattejcs de- 
dared,, would obstiinately refuse to receive 



y Google 



jAMim botomi a wretch b^ ^lidrii «li« 
Imptismal watet had been didfiitlythroti^ 
o^ iehich was (me of the pteliitikMliiM 
itt a treaty with iSa*a»v 

When the spectators beheld the Wkttlw 
finder actually swimming, some raised an 
ekt^iimation of surprise, and^ sdtite ^h 
peamd disposed to betake themselves te 



^ ^'Look, neighbours, how he swiiomi 
N0 duck could deal with the water bet- 
tor ;^ «dioiited Jamea» <<0! mever firar 
fyr him^ he was not boiu to be drowaedb 
Hisre^s a pretty Wttdi^inder fi>ryoui'^• 

Hopkins had by this time struggled t0 
one sidie^ the stream, and now rested 
agadnst the bank. Looking most piti^M0y 
on his tonmentor, he very pedietioal]^ 
repeated the toudiing ex{H:es»oila of 
*^Hdpi" and •^MefcyT* 

<< Help !'^ returaod Jaoiesy '* yoa Ai9i^ 
innrew 1 will hdip yonMOiit^^ftbe wotavi 



y Google 



u4 if yi^ur ^rm^ntS'ace somewhat wet» 

i^y§rfret ^\)qut that, for both you; and 

^ei% shall presently he hujig.up to dry»''. 

" Mercy !'* repe^ed t^?' terrified Hop*^ 

J ** Or if this seem but cold comfort," 
J$m^ proceedejd^ << ere long^ perhaps^ 
we may light a fire to warm you, for by 
all accounts a wizard will burn quite » 
mH as a witeh." , 

> Hopkins was then, taken from the 
mter. Jame^ looked on the dejeeted 
jwtetch with feelings of unmixed ^ati$f9lCr 
tioby while he saw him trembling with 
cold and terror, looking wildly round to 
know what next was to be .done. He 
deemed it wise, however, to brhig his part 
in this drama to an end. Among the by- 
standers, he perceived a constable of St* 
Albans, and was afraid this person migllt 
know that no application had been made 
to the magi«ti?iite9 of the nature of tto 
«l 
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on which he had pretended to act. He 
therefore made a signal for his asso- 
ciates to retreat, and then, with great 
gravity, addressing his own father, con- 
jured him to be faithful to the trust 
about to be reposed in him, as in consi- 
daration of the pious hatred which he 
was known to entertain for all connected 
with witchcraft, to his custody he would 
give the wretched offender, while Jie re- 
ported to the magistrates the result of the 
ordeal, and demanded that proper officers 
should be sent to take charge of the wi- 
zud, and conduct him to a fit place 
of execution. 

James then retreated in the direction 
of St Albans. He had not quite reached 
the abbey, when he stepped into a barn 
which had before served him for a dress-*^ 
ing^room, and threw off his official dig- 
nity^ and the dress which he had w<^n< 
Leaving faisi discarded ^gufmeQts^ in the- 

VOL. m. D 
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care of Green asui Robe ity wba vere hl» 
assistants in the work which be had just 
performed, he isow widi: g. state of amaa»^ 
meskt prosented himself tor the grovpe in 
the midst of wUieh the ahiitering Witch* 
Finder remained. He eoi^esMd bound- 
less astomshraeiMl at what he sow^ and as 
theespectedofficers did not make t^ir ap«> 
pearance, he adnsed Ms£itber to take the 
supposed wkard towards^ Redbuni> wh3e 
he made known this arrangement at St» 
AlbacRs^. 

Thorpe wa^ 90 s^uck by what had 
occurred, and the situaticA in which he 
stood was so singular, that be knew not 
what to do with Hopkins, whom he had 
reverenced for his^ superior sagacity and 
piety in the morning, but whose fkiluTe 
had been so singularly complete. Anxi- 
ous to get home himself, and soKdted by 
Hopkins to prefer Redbum to St. Albans^, 
he at lengl^ d^ided on complying with 
14 
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tile recommendation of bis son^ who de^ 
clared he had seen some of the pady by 
nrham Hof^dm had been brought to the 
ordealif afarendj on theit way to Redbultiy 
and thence Goncluded that it was there 
the accused was expected to be found. 

James Sid not ga to Redbnm till the 
evening. Arriving there, he ascertained 
that the trick Was undisddverfed. He 
wished now to get rid of Hopkins, to pre* 
vent enquity^ and with this purpose in- 
tending to frighten hiaa as he h«d done 
the astrologer Lilly, he presetited himself 
with a joyful counteiiai^ee. 

" Nodotfbt,*^ said he^ **you have con- 
vinced my father that yoil are tito wizard. 
I, at all events, am quite satisfied of that, 
and havitifg seen those by Whom you 
were tried to-day, have nearly convinced 
them of the saiiie.'* 

^ Indeed V* cried old Thorpe* 

** I am mtfrvellonsly beholden to yoo. 
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most feeling young gentleman/' said 

Hopkins. 

\ ** I have told them/* James resumaJ, 

"that it was the buoyant, nature of 

your doublet which caused you to 

swim/* : , • ' 

" And so it was in some mieasure/* , 
'•' " I know it, and this I pressed on 
them, till, at length, at my moving re- 
presentation, even their hard hearts were 
melted and moved to compassion/* 

*« And what said they^ kind Sir ?*' 
* **^ Why, at the last, but this cost much, 
importunity, . they kindly consented to 
regard the question as undecided, and to 
grant you the benefit of a new trial to- 
morrow/* 

** A new trial !— a new trial by ordeal 1** 
exclaimed the terrified wretch. 

*^ Even so. But I have a plan shall 
set all right. I have brought home a 
sheet of leSd which I will lend you to put 
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Xkext your skin. Wear this, and I warrant 
yoii sink* Now, when you have been in 
« quarter of an hour, up you shall come 
-^ain, and though seemingly dead, there 
is a man in this vicinity who will soon 
bring you to life ; so have no care about 
the matter/* 

This expedient was not quite so con- 
-soling as James seemed to expect it 
would be. Matthew Hopkins had no 
:taste for.drawning, even to establish his 
innocence, and with a prospect of being 
brought to life again. On this subject 
,he grew very pathetic in the course of 
.the evening when he found himself alone 
: with James. The Witch-finder menticu|ed 
,escape, and James professed all readiness 
to assist him. But he could not retire 
,by the front as the door was watched; 
nor by the back without being seen by 
,the domestics^ T|iere was indeed the 
and window, which was that of the room 
D 3 
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in which Hopjcins had slq^ but then a 
broad muddy ditch ran breath h^ which 
had been dug to drain the kitchen and 
serve as a cesspooL Hopkins heeded 
not this. Rather than be exposed ta 
another touch of those tortures which he 
had been in the daily habit of inflicting 
on others, he would encounter minor 
inconveniences with alacrity and grati- 
tude. 

At eleven o*clock James, according to 
appointment, gave a signal from th« gaav 
den that the coast was clear. The Witch- 
finder had impatiently wfiited for it^ 
and promptly answered it. He drc^pad 
ftom the window and found himself in 
the ditch. James took him by the hand> 
and with some difficulty, for laughter had 
nearly deprived him of all his strength^ 
extricated him from the mud, and then 
directed him to a low part of the fence^ 
over which he easily passed. Here, how- 
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«ver, Matthew Hopkins had the misfor- 
tune to meet with Green and Robert, 
each being provided with a whip. He 
knew his torment^s^ and fled with all 
the speed he could exert. They pursued, 
and unsparingly ' used the instruments 
-with whkh they were provided. The 
inflicted stripes provoked an exertion 
which fairly left them behind, but not 
till they had imprinted on his back a 
very legible record of the estiniation in 
which he kad been held at Redburn. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Why to this hour 
' ' Have wind and fortune thus defenced my breath. 
That I should live to see this dole^ day? 

GOBBODUC* 

Challoner did not immediately return 
to his home. He had witnessed, and 
with no very afficting sensations of pity, 
the first part of the punishment inflicted 
on the Witch-finder, and wandered^ 
without any object or determination, ab- 
sorbed in reflections suggested by the 
events of the day. He lamented the past, 
but he exulted in the reflection that it 
had been his good fortune to save the 
persecuted Emma from the murder which 
was about to be perpetrated by the vil- 
lain Hopkins. A thousand questions oc- 
curred to him which he wished to ask. 
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and often forgetting what had been 
agreed upon, he turned towards Emma's 
cottage with the intention of soliciting a 
new interview. 

Thus occupied, he heeded not how 
time sped. The coming of night was 
unnoticed, and it was almost twelve 
o'clock before he directed his steps to- 
wards home« He passed from the abbey- 
yard, to which he had unconsciously 
atrayed, ^nd. was thoughtfully walking 
towards Redbum, about midway between 
that place and St. Albans, when he was 
met by a man who, cm seeming to recog- 
nize him, started, went back for a mo- 
ment, and then ^ain advancing, passed 
bim with the, utn^ost speed he could 
use. 

Challoner resumed his former strain of 

reflections, and slowly walked on to Red- 

bum. He was approaching the cottage 

in which he had residoi of late, when he. 

D S 
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met Robert^ who was' travailing as fast as 
the persot) he had lately passed. 

<• O ! Sir/' he cried, •• I am glad to fitad 
you, and alone/' 

"Why this haj^te?*' Challoner de- 
manded. " What has chanced ?" 

*< That I do not kik>w, cmly that it is 
something bad.** 

« In what way ?** 

<* I cannot tell, but p^haps you may 
jguess when I mention that here is one 
who says he is concerned for Mr* Best.'* 
' *< Did he say any thing more ?*' 

" Yes, he told me to run and seek you 
With all dispatch, and to tell, if I found 
you alone, that it wad an aiiair of life 
and death, on which he came } but if I 
found you in. company, I was only to 
whisper the name of Mr. Best.^ 

" And was that the cause of your run- 
ning this way?" 

** It was. He has but this moment 
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arrived, and as you were £rom homei I 
had it in my mind to afik for you at 
Thorpe's." 

*<This is strange !'* said Challonery 
speaking to himself f <* and where is the 
person?" 

. ^<I left him in the cottage, but 
he seemed so impatient, that I 
doubt if he is still there. In case he 
should be away before you came, he par- 
ticularly desired me to mention that you 
ought to lose no time in securing your 
bromn^ikread^xiA following him/' 

" This is more than ever mysterious !" 
Challoner remarked ; ^< something must 
indeed have occurred. Saddle the horses, 
and come to me the moment they are 
ready." 

« This I will do, Sir i but I must go to 
St. Albans for them. Believing that 
you would wish to ride tbence to Red- 
burn, I took them there when you went 
d6 
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out this morning. But I will soon fetdi 
them, with a cloak of your honour's, which 
was forgotten when you last halted there 
for a night/* 

. And without waiting for further in- 
structions, Robert went on his errand. 
Challoner turned towards the cottage, 
and had just reached it when he saw the 
person whose arrival had been so unex* 
pectedly announced, issuing from it. 

** Stay,'* cried Challoner, ** whoever 
you are ?** 

^ " Away I*' replied a voice, whidi. wag 
instantly, recognised as that of Bentley, 
to whom Albert had been dispatched. 
" Away with me direct, for time is not 
to be lost if .we would live.'* 

^^ Stay one moment, and tell me why 
you are here, and in such breathless 
haste." 

<< Because discovery has taken place. 
Though you are the cause of the miscar* 
riage, yet knowing your truth and honour. 
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I would net seek my own safety without 
first apprising you of the treachery 
which has ruined u$/^ 
. . /* X)f what do you speak ? You name 
miscarriage caused by me, and trea^ 
chery ! How can our plans have been 
discovered? — Tell me this, but first, — 
say where is the youth? — where is Al- 
bert ? — is he safe ?" On no point is my 
heart more anxious than this. Does he 
remain at large ?*' 

<< He does. I lament that it is so. 
That same youth is the cause of our 
ruin.'* 

" You alarm me. Can imprudence on 
his part," — 

«< Spare the question. No j there is no 
imprudence in the case, but the most sor- 
did policy has dictated to him the vilest 
treachery of which ingratitude is capa- 
ble." 

<*Toyou?" 
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** To you, his preserver and friend.** 

" It cannot be. His heart is true to 
virtue. I may have been rash intrusting 
one so young, but his worth more than 
compensates for his lack of years.'* 

*^ You fondly deceive yourself. That 
villain has betrayed your confidence.*' 

" Impossible.*' 

" Trust me, I would not venture this 
assertion in a case where incredulity 
itself could doubt. The favourable 
opinion which I had formed of him 
has been for some weeks on the dedine. 
His inquisitive disposition, incessantly at 
work to worm out new secrets, disgusted 
me ; but he had been so far trusted by 
you, that I could not withhold what> tin- 
der other circumstances, should not have 
been revealed." 

" This fault,'* said Challoner, « if such 
it ought to be considered, has its origin 
in zeal. He could not abuse the confi* 
dence reposed in him." 
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" Is that your conviction ?*' 

« It is." 

" Then tell me j did you write a letter 
desiring me to communicate a list of all 
the men of note^ wealth, and importance, 
seemingly in the interest of the present 
government, who would, on the appointed 
signal being given, come over to us ?" 

" Never." 

'* Yet such a letter has he brought to 
me. I wondered at the request, and 
determined only to communicate with 
you personally on the subject of it. 
Other circumstances precluded me fiom 
immediately seeking you, but no day» 
no hour, has he lost for endeavouring to 
procure this infornbation, for your satis- 
faction, as he pretended." 

** I am all astonishment." 

" But, to remove your doubts^ hear 
what has chanced this n^ht. Being 
fixed to see you, yet deeming it prudent 
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to conceal this resolve from Albert, I 
aiFected illness, and went to bed early. 
Then rising I left my home, having pre- 
viously taken care to have a horse waiting 
for me at the distance of half a mile 
from it. I was passing with cautious 
and noiseless step, when I heard a whis« 
per, or rather murmur,. and perceived two 
men at some distance in close conver- 
sation. A providential suspicion came 
to me. I desired to know who these 
were, and falling flat on the grass, — for 
this was in a field, — I approached them 
on my hands and knees, but with so 
gentle a movement that my form could 
not be observed by them/* 

" And what resulted ?" 

" I soon distinguished the subdued 
tones of Albert, and heard my own name. 
I drew still nearer to them, till the whole 
scope of their conversation came to ray 
ears.** 
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« And did you bear aught that could 
justify your present suspicions?** 

** I heard the villain to whom you have 
been more than a father, as I know from 
his own lips, — I heard him exulting in 
the success with which he had dived into 
our most secret affairs. — I heard him 
speak of papers from Challoner, of which 
he had possessed himself." 

" Could Albert act thus ?" exclaimed 
Challoner in agonizing wonder. " Could 
he act so base a part by the man who 
preserved, and the friend who loved 
him!" 

** I further heard him say, that since 
he had drawn from me nearly all that I 
could have to communicate, it was now 
time to lime the birds, who were tarrying 
to be taken." 

"Did he go that length? Oh, Sir, 
you must be in error. You cannot haVef 
heard aright." ^ 
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** By heaven, I speak the language of 
sacred truth. What I have toW, I dis- 
tinctly heard ; and more than that ; he 
counselled that the musing fool at Red- 
burn, so he described you, should be 
secured this very night, and to that 
end described where you might be 
found/* 

" I am thunderstruck ! The dread of 
what may befal myself does not appal, 
for life has not been so rich in comfort as 
to make parting with it painful $ but this 
monstrous cruelty shocks my soul." 

«* He added, that what had already 
been accomplished — here from the joy 
of boundless triumph his voice was raised 
louder than before,— enough was known 
to hang us both/* 

" Saviour of man!** exclaimed ChaU 
loner, with melancholy energy, while his 
look was directed to heaven. << If on a m\^ 
ful world a tear may fall from an immortal 
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eye, oh ! let thy saving pity now descend 
and wash away this frightful stain upon 
humanity, which, if it can be real, might 
justify a creature even imperfect as 
I am, in feeling that abhorrence of hife 
nature which would almost tempt him to 
throw off by his own hand the load of 
existence, and justify the deed to the 
Oeator by pointing to the damning de- 
pravity of his fellows/' 

« You, Challoner, just and ikithful as 
you have ever proved yourselij have 
reason thus to express your anguish*** 

*^ Such conduct makes me almost wish 
that men should cease to live in what is 
called society. Since our propensities so 
far surpass in cruelty the blind and bloody 
instinct of the tiger, why should we not 
prowl about like the savages^of the forest, 
and act with that honest ferocity which 
dissembles not that it will destroy where 
itcan?*' 
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^ " Now," cried Bentley, "I desire you 
to bear in mind that no time should be 
lost. This moment you ought to fly. 
Mount your "horse and with me. I dare 
not seek the outports forthwith, for they 
will strait be looked to. I purpose going 
to Warwickshire, thence to Oxford* aod 
finally, by circuitous routes to London, 
where concealment may be most practi- 
cable. ' Will you be my companion ?f' 

" 1 know not what to resolve. But 
let not my indecision endanger you. 
By accident, I have no animal on which 
I can mount forthwith, and would not 
detain ydu/' 

" Truly, the danger is pressing.** 
" I am beholden to you for this kind 
caution, but cannot instantly act upon 
it.'* ^ 

J " But >yhat do you intend ?** 
. '« At all events, when enabled to do 
«o, I will try to baffle my pursuers 
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for this night at least, come what ifiay 
to-morrow. But I would have you 
leave me. I am beginning to be known 
in these parts, and my presence may lead 
to your recognition. Pass forward toward 
Dunstable, and there, should no mishap 
prevent, I will rejoin you.'* 

Bentley was too much operated upon 
by the sense of danger to 4ieed pressing 
on this point, and he accordingly re- 
mounted and took his departure. 
; Disgusted and afflicted beyond mea- 
sure, Challoner sorrowfully revolved in 
his mind the hitstory of that day, and 
of his past life. He sighed with, bitter 
anguish for the cause of his present agita- 
tion. Images of hope, and of comfort, 
had begun to insinuate themselves where 
all had long been darkness and despond- 
ency. The orphan whom he had pro- 
tected was proved to be not the offspring 
of falsehood, and Emma lived to enjoy 
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the promise of Albert*s youth. He re- 
called with affliction the langu^e which 
but a few hours before he had held to 
Emma <mi the subject of Albert's perjfes- 
tionS) and full as his heart wa» before^ it 
sufitained an additional pang from the 
anticipation of the sorrow which his 
baseness would inflict upon hen 

Starting from Uiese mournfijl reflec-* 
tionsi he judged that Rd^ert must be 
almost at hand with the horses. He 
heard the trampling of their boofs^ as 
he believed, and ha&tily collecting a few 
scattered papers, and taking from a small 
bureau the little cash which he had 
at hand, he passed from the cottage 
to mount without loss of time, but had 
scarcely reached the threshold when he 
found himself in the hands of strangers, 
who announced to him that he was their 
prisoner. 
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CHAP. V. 

Sacred innocence ! 
That whea tiioa fear'st art dreadfiil. 

Chapman. 

The paiD^ the terror, and the surprise 
which Enuna had experieoiced ia the 
ccHirse of one eventfhl day^ weaxly crsrer* 
iHiehnedtbe feeble sufferer* Bat satisfac- 
tion prevailed in her mind« Though for 
her those days were passed in which she 
could know the wild agitation of love, 
she recalled with joy the justification 
which she had heard from the lips of 
Ghalloner; and to learn that Albert was 
the offspring of a fondly beloved sister, 
yielded the purest delight. If her 
constitution seemed afr first to* sink be- 
nea/th the shock, a few hours of repose 
recalled her strength, and gave her that 
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mental relief, for which, but a few days 
before, it would have seemed madness to 
hope. 

As she retraced the history of the last 
twenty years, she dwelt with peculiar 
exultation on the fortunate circumstance 
of her having met and recognized Albert 
as she had done. That he had been 
saved by Challoner, was a subject of 
grateful reflection, and the unmeasured 
praises of which he had been the subject 
went to her heart. She offered a tribute 
of devout gratitude to Heaven, and when 
memory pictured the sister, the affection- 
ate companion of her youth, and the 
husband who had unhappily perished in 
her defence, a glow of unearthly rapture 
filled her bosom, while apostrophising 
the departed, she thus poured forth its 
generous overflowings : — 

" Gentle spirits, called too soon from 
earth by the murderer's bloody deed, if 
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£rom the hieaven in which you repos^ it 
is pennitted that immortals may still 
behold those. whom they loved on earth, 
now look on the joy which animates 
your Emma, and let its pure source, the 
virtues, and the safety of your once un- 
piTotected infant, serve even to augment 
the bliss of the just made perfect/' 

Such . thoughts were incessantly pre- 
sent to her mind, and as the day 
which followed the important discovery 
wore away, she looked forward with 
joyful impatience to the moment when 
Challoner might gratify her ears with 
further, information respecting Albert's 
past life, present situation, and future 
prospects. 

The sun had sunk, and twilight had 
arrived, but as yet Challoner appeared 
not She applauded the prudence which 
restrained him from rashly exposing him- 
self to observation, but she felt the time 
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hattg heavy* She thought of ^atirace^ 
^nd wi^lie^ to^Vail htetself of 1t»^ coo- 
doling minii^try, I^Ut could ndt retptesi^ an 
uneasy senseof e^pectatioti^ oeii^itfiioAally 
broken iti lipdn by i«rgd ^i>j|^i^iire» and 
imperfectly deflfted fekriti. 

In vain she expected— in vain Bfae 
listened ^ in vain she t>ft^ looked fiom 
"her dwelling, in the hope of discover- 
ing that the promise inade was dt^out 
to be reali^ted. No sonnd announced 
a coming visitor, andher ^yes vainly 
^sdught to ^^rce 4;he d^se gloom which 
'ni^ht had throMvrn ovet creation, to 
diseiover ^the CQtn^g ChaUo^r. 

Thus passed several faoursi without 
bringing the slightest relief or explana- 
4;i(>n« On a sudden she thought she per-* 
^d^ived that some one ditw nean Bat 
^she had so repeatedly beien fbr a moment 
^deceived, that ^he now doubted. She 
listened, but all \i^as ^lent^ Agi^n die 
heard some one« A pause occurred as if 
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the pfiriy W;Uo diMT near bad halted to 
reconnoitre. Sbe om^e more heard a 
lihgeriAg fbotot^, and recognising the 
^easxiidn of CSialibner^ yntii psdpitatii^ 
heart she nnclosisd the door. Emma 
then saw the figure she had expected 
to see, and no fear-— no misgiving re- 
mained* 

*« You may enter without dread," she 
$aid, addressii^ hesself to the visitor. 
^* My woman hsts loi^ been at rest, and 
^ibere h ho ehance of your .being ob- 
^rved by any one who ever heard the 
name of Challdner/' 

No answer was rettimed* She re- 
tired* Jbeforeiiie person who now^^ered, 
and cautiously secured the door. Then 
^burning towacds the light, he broke 
isUence, while EmiBa.in sbrang^ confuBion, 
and with indescribable dismay, perceivM 
that it was not he whom she ^sq>ected, 
tmt the stem «^ the induflnted Johnston* 
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- ** It is not Challooer/' he coldly ao- 
swered, " who now vigits you." 

Starting with horror, as wild, as terrible, 
as if the fiend with whom she^had been 
suspected of communing had suddenly 
presented himself to her view> Emma 
couldt not repress a cry^ of amazeioent 
and alarm. i 

" Peace," cried Johnson. ■- "Y<mr ex- 
clamation may bring death to another, 
but can afford ho safety to you." 

" What would you here?" she en- 
quired. ** Why have you sought this 
scene of persecution at this hour ?" 

" Why should I not seek it as well as 
Challoner, whom you expected would be 
your guest at this hour ?" 

•*^What is my dSence," demanded 

'Emtna^ << that I am still to be puixsued 

•Iky violence?'*- • ' -^-i x . 

' « ^fol?le has been used ;:but xight well 

you know that the resKsons) windnsuige 
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ide to seek you, would justify the vio- 
lence you anticipate." 

"I know of nought that can justify 
your pursuing a calumniated, unprotected 
being like myself.*' 

" That is false. Nay, never aSeot 
surprise, for your dissemblings cannot 
mislead me. I say, it is false that you 
know of nothing which can justify my. 
conduct." ' 

•* JSdcred truth has' governed my 
speech," Emma replied. " I repeat the 
declaration.'^ 

. "Then you repeat the falsehood,: for 
is not self-defence justifiable ?" 

*« And have I attacked you ?" 

/« No^ but the time, many believe^ is 
&st approaching, when you may h|iv0 it 
in your power to do this with security, 
and I, should it be my fortune to escape 
death as a regicide, may perish by your 
means in another character." 
E 3 
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^* That the moftisiit w near at haadt 
when justice may demand jouff; life^ L 
mH not pronoufice to be ualikeljv &^ a 
Godc^jnstice live9» and the measure: of 
your iniquity seems dready more than 
full." 

^* Beware then bow you risk its ftether 
overflow.*' 

^< I do not comprehend the meaning 
of your caution." 

^ Ambiguity is not my objeet^ And 
reproach me with what else you inj^r^ sfe 
least you shall not have to accuse me 
of failing to deal ingenuously by.yftu* 
There %re men who tread tbe path of 
blood with ^ faltering and an unsteady 
step^ and tfaene^ when a life ha» fallen by 
theitifieafls, grow startlish. The wAafc 
terrors which come^ 6V(* theifl fdr the 
past, so far despoil them of their origimd 
Resolutions that they lack' couttige to 
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itbrlka a fiirthw: WpWr te ^«?uf^, them- ' 

; « I know; there are «w wh^ ^x^ §tt% 

tbatitdiowldbe wl I w^pUljeli^y^ tk^ 
you we not of them/' 

•« I» 4ih;ij| j^w; re«8P« ispe^fect^ ao4 
shall not be iQ9P^<^hedf Mo&t trn^it^^^ 
that lam not one of the tame fools who 
ahrioi: wi|(^ terror ilcQm the hij^. ^f their 
ownhanda, wh^^p stoned with th^ hloocj 
^ thtw jwhow Te3w» or yewgeauqe have 
demiimkil fihottld be sacrificed. My squ} 
faM be9n:fiM4$ too familiar wil^ what 
others wmie borirors, to be aw^d l?y the 
baby terrors which QQP^f ove^ c^mm^l} 
n^indift With, mp ci?nsQience approves 
n^hal; pmdenc9 dj^tef /' 

. '< Thi^ hpm4 p;ce^9.is, I doubt poji^ 
to imttwdqfie the dftdaeatiWf that piur 
dence. dictates a oew crime to cpnceai 
former atroettieSf" 

£ 4 

/ Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



not waited time in the tellkig ofitef Ybil 
could die, 'wiUioirt being IttitrCkJted in 
the motives of him ^ho put you to death? 
and if it had been my resolve to termi- 
nate your existence, frdm • my we^poui 
and not Jrom my tOttgufe,*it istoore than 
probable you would haVe lieamed my 
"intent." 

<* I know not how to believe aught 
that comes from those lips.'* 

^* Then you might spare ydur inter- 
rogatories Dtt the subject of uty d6i^^nfc'* 

*• Had there been an alternativej thy 
speech would unquestionably tibt have 
been feddressed to you." 

*' Thfer^i is an alternativej — silence. 
What* I say will be sup^brted by stich 
actions/ that/ without chaf)gpii)g your 
opiniOli i)f-jftiy charactef,^ yoti shall not 
loirg j^cr^inin 'toll|>fetis<B^ * Believing^^as 
I do, that my fiiotions are ttlit<5hfed,'*yt*ur 
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safety I consider in some degree iden- 
tUied with my own. Your deaib, ^fter 
what.hfts recentty chancedi mi^t ew^ 
j^m^lneSf which, through the folly and 
f^^iire of one age»t in my pay, might 
iaf&ctme.' I therefore doubt t^e policy 
of taking that security, which otherwise 
U might not be unreasonable po exac( 
for your future silence, 

" Then if murder be not your errand, 
why are you here ?" .. 

. "To tell 1 you, tljat though you may 
yet liv^, you must live wh^re I direct^ 
and as I shall desire/' 

< « What mean you ?" 

" Much good, if you are what you 
seem. You shall be lodged in my, own 
house,' where all things needful will be at 
y oui* coinpiand. Ample grQi^nds wiE af» 
.ford aU thi9 pleasures of li^^imons m^ 
^^^}}^^ thence you ipustrnqyer departs 
M;ll^§t Wtf 4^fH:I riiftU fiklisied ,that 
£ 5 
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the danger whitk I iio# tmt^tnphte ii 
ftl ail &iei^ and that Omrter Sttiart cm 
no IdDger hop^^to tmga i& En^aiid.*^ 

*« Could I befliere youibcere^ I would 
not accept your 4fifef.^N»ifbraaithttt 
wealth and power could be^ow I would 
not rest in any abode where my cryeft 
must be daDy o£^d#d by the vi«^ ef 
the fiend in human shap^ now before 
me/* 

« Nay, if you leave ttte bo chaMce of 
safety, but that Which your being dis- 
missed from lifb may affoi^d, flie risk 
must be braved whidi I would fain 
avoid/' 

<• Be your resolve what it may, mine is 
nottobe^hAken/* 
^ ^ Itefiect^ mad, fooKsh w^man/' 

•* I do, and reflection i^n^riis me in 
the deeliibn which I have avowed. 
Bett* it is to perinh her* Wt ovice^ than 
to be dragged % a Aionster to Ms liefi. 
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there to \^ tQj;ti|r^ 4i|ripg h^.pj|e^]i«'j^^ 
and crai^^ vfhm tbje la^t oqfr^^? Pfl^ 
be perpetrated with safety/! 
/^ Why then ypii r^^^ ^poo yoji^ fete, 

a??4}|ivi/;^ 4e8tonict«H3i/^ 

'^il^^t, nia^t fpolvsih n[\9pi Jit is 
W?w iiy^ tiiiqj tQ pautiQo i re^^ct.pnthp 
CQEi8eqve])jpei» of the^t ypu ^^ditate/' 
, " I l%»]ire ^hgm all- No supef ^j^ftioi^is 
qqabn oan^^Frest my hand, by idly whis- 
pering that self#dejf^pe is crime/', 
.. "Ifot tp ypur conscience would I 
n^ke appeal } np» that I too . w;el][ ki^Qw 
is callous, I q)ply myself but to your 
fpars," 

"Myfearar . 

" Yes^ man of blppclf to yftijijc fpfrs, Yqvk 
see in me 9 fe€^l|^ defenceless woipaan, 
on whom you a»n sficurdj^ tr^mplet as 
you believe. I am defenceless^ and you 
can an^ihilate me in a j^op^entr ^ut 
tremble for jL^e con^^qfifi^nces ; poj: in . a 

JE 6 
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fe*ure StEri*, fairt in thisr Wbrld^ 'for mjr 
fitt m^ bring VengeasH^e on y ou.** 

' *^Tbcthi^atis^ not vain/ Listen white 
1 unfold to you how ihe deed you would 
oois^nHttto secure yooirs^If from just pu- 
nishment for foptner guilt, will produce 
the discovegpy y6u dread. What you can 
ill compreii^nd wiil happ^: that same 
former guilt shall rise up againsf: you in 
proof of your new crime/* 

^' Poor dreamer! Is it by such inven- 
tionsi you think to turn me from my pur- 
pose.?^- -^ -:- -.-'T . • 

^* It is you who dream, and not L 
Listen ^^-^Awak^r attd tremble. Though 
in me you may extinguish oral testimony 
of your nmr^ro^s doings, pl&ced in safer 
hands, the record of them will still sur* 
vive." 
^": The record!" 

"Yes, in undying characters. It ex- 
14 
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ists as tralced by thaf^crurri himd. By 
yourself shall yoa stand condeimied 
Whenever awful justice shall re-a^end 
ber sacred seat, then, although 1 am add- 
ed to the number of your victimsi th^n 
look to see the damning proof *br^)ugbt 
forward, and recognise yourself as your 
accuser, while you behoM, displayed in 
the broad face of day, — The Blondg 
Bondr 

Johnson started with indescribable coii«> 
stemation. His eyes seemed straining 
to leave their sockets, while his ideas, too 
numerous for utterance, vainly struggled 
for speech, and his incoherent expres- 
sions told, that, though willing toxiissem* 
ble, to conceal the terror which had been 
inspired by the words of Emma was notm 
his power. • .?> 

<« Tis false — false, I say. It is lost^^^ 
It cannot be — where is it?— *gtveit up^— 
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what mean you --fwh»t-^ what 1 BIoq^Q 
Bondr 

" I mean that horrid instrument which 
you and other congregating fiends inr 
du4^ed the dupe^ of your delusions to 
join with yourselves in evil hour, to sign 
and subscribe with blood,'~yQnr own poU 
luted blood i to make the brutal resdvCi 
whi^h bound you to war ag^nst the very 
name of England, more terrifically bind- 
ing/' 

«It is not — it cjumot be tmel No 
such bond exists!" 

" So you have bc^d, but on that 
night of crin}P> to me the source of unr 
numbered wpe8» tb^ fatal d^cumeni 
was; dr(^p«d by you or 3Qm(^ of your 
oiurderpijis associates!, in that habitation 
which you invaded, as now you invade 
this, to menace me witii vengeance and 
death." 

<< Would the threat had been exe*- 



y Google 



euted! But where has the instr^mient 
ypu pretend to hav^ possessed been pr^ 
served?** , , 

^* In my care. Through all the «ad 
changes which I ha^re since known, 
that has l^en kept in safety. A wonder 
working Providence has preserved it, to 
nmke it, so I believe, the means oC giv- 
ing your atrocities their final and ap^^ 
propriate punishm^itt.^ , 

<* Grive me the paper. Give that paper 
tome, or never shall the^ morning light 
fall on those eyes again.*^ 

"Wretched botnicide!-~Slaik]e the 
4>low. Could I be moved to change my 
resolution by the fear of violence, it is 
not in my power to comply wilh your 
donand. As I first told, the pa|ii»f is iu 
safer hands. Dying, it>riiall be conscdiar 
tion to know that my death will be the 
signal for the producdcm 4>f the docu- 
ment y^want^ which will so.&r deve- 
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lope the strong reasons which prompt 
you to aim at tny destruction, that sus* 
picion must fall on you, and swift con- 
viction will follow/V 

"I will not leave this hovel till I have 
the bond. You have not parted with 
it/' 

' " Suspect me if you please pf false, 
hood like your own, but the injurious 
thought will not produce the object of 
your anxiety^ When another died in tny 
attire, I doubted not but the steel which 
struck her heart was aimed at mine, and 
then it was I gave the important docu- 
ment to one who will not fail to produce 
it, pursuant to my request, when he shall 
learn that I am no more* Yes," she ex- 
ckimed^ " the generous Albert will not 
fail to avenge the sufferer whom it may 
not be in his power to save/' 

*« Albert, — Albert!'* — he. exclauned, 
and a burst of hysterical laughter foU 
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kN«red.; " Wa» it to Albert ttep^r^ww 
entf listed ?— ^Nay, then ibmathe again/? 
Johnson's first thought was instantly 
to retreat. He hastily unfastened the 
door, and was about to retire; He' pro* 
posed hastening to demand the bond 
from his prisoner, but then he paused in 
doubt how to act by Enmia* <His in-^ 
censed look tofld that he contemplated 
instant viidence, but he cheeked Mm- 
self, and m^itaUy tijiraed over the (means 
which he poi»es$ed of cdmpeUing her to 
accompany him« He remained unde* 
cided, when his attentioii was called to a' 
9ound without. The gate of iba cott^^ 
garden had been shut^ and he heard ao^e 
one between that and Iha dwelUngi< 
Wild alarm came over bimi^aind i^ritb .aU 
the unreasoning precipitati<^.,of ^cowarA 
guilt, he rushedforth to s^^: for safety 
in flight and darkness^ . /. -, , ^ ^ 
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CHAP. VI, 

Strange fights do 8tru|gle ia mj restless thoughts* 

Dr. H. More. 

We resume the narrative of what passed 
at Enfield. After his last speech to 
Albert, Johnson waited not for an aii^ 
swer, but quitted th6 room with an ex*- 
pression of countenance wMdi tpldihafrhtf 
fiilly meant to execute the thr^atd wbidi* 
he had breathed, if the means of doing 
so were his. He left Albert in a state €* 
mind infinitely more wretched than that 
which he had previously known. Before 
he thought his misfortunes scarcely capa*- 
ble of aggravation. Now he proved, that 
the situation^ which those unused to paiisb 
regard as one of supreme misery, subset 
quent affliction can force the sufferer ix> 
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look back upon as one of comparative 
comfort* 

He had hitherto lamented^ with shame 
and sorrow, that his owti imprudence had 
fatally ensnared him, and had trembled; 
at the thought, that Challoner, ignorant 
of his fate, might fall into som6 error, 
v^hich would lead to serious conse- 
quences. But he was tortured almost t(> 
madness, when he recalled the fiendlike 
exultation with which Johnson had an- 
HovQced to htm that an impostor was at 
that moment reiM'esenting him, and had 
already succeeded in betraying his pa-* 
tron* He rejected food, and sought not 
sleep. Through the tedious night he 
continued to afflict himself with re-p 
preaches fer having brought ruin on 
others* 

At first he expected to see Henriettat 
Init she came not. No sound smote hj^i 
ear but that of the bell, which sullejtly 
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announced the hours as they departed^ 
save once, when he heard the shutting of 
the outer gate, followed by the hum of 
voices, among which the tone of suppli- 
cation, and that of fierce reproach 
from Johnson, he thought he could dis- 
tinguish. 

The following morning had not passed 
away when Henrietta entered.. Grief 
sat upon her features, but with it there 
was an air of indignation which, agitated 
as Albert was, he failed iiot to remark* 
He was not left to speculate on the cause, 
for it was thus explained. 

" If as yet it has not been mine to 
render you any essential service," she 
said, « 1 might have hop6d that the 
sympathy which I have manifested for 
your sorrows, unavailing as it has beein, 
would have spared me the misery of 
finding you treacherous and ungrate-* 
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Albert started at hearing himself thys 
accosted, and replied — 

" Lady, to what is it you allude ? I 
trust I am incapable of meriting these 
reproaches. How have I been wanting 
in gratitude ?" 

" When ingenuous sorrow scrupled 
not to confess its own humiliation^ I 
little surmised that it would pass from 
you to my father in the shape of angry 
taunts, and coarse mockery.*' 

" Nor have I acted — nor could I act 
isuch a part.'' 

"I^ey, but he has so reported." 

^* I am sad to call upon you not to be- 
lieve your father, but indeed it is un- 
true." 

" How then could he be informed that 
I had so disclosed my story." 

" Of this he had no information. But 
when I refused to betray my friend that 
I might become the husband of his 
daughter, himself surmised it — I con- 
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firmed it not, Trast me, I Btek not to 
deceive/* ; 

Henrietta groaned, and mournfully re- 
plied — 

« I believe you. I 4un, aks! con- 
strained to do so. What I have been 
told is but another of t^e unworthy iarti- 
fices to which my reckless father scruples 
not to resort. Having avowed his de- 
sign to you, he has directed me no longer 
to come at night, and as if by stealth. 
From him I now eome direct,' by him 
instructed to announce to you^ that«««- 
such his regard for female delicac|;'^ -^if 
within two days you C(»i6ent not to all 
that he has proposed, and, among the 
rest, to become his daughter's husband,-*- 
Good God ! that I should live to see 
myself thus attempted to be forced on a 
man ! — no hope of escape will remain 
for you." 

" I indulge none," said Albert, ^<if 
you have not the means of liberating me." 
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**Tliiiik .not, that while doing my 
-father's bidding, I for a moment cherish 
the ignominious wish that I might be 
made a wife by overcoming your just re- 
luctance. No, having once sincerely, 
dlevotediy loved, I can love no more* I 
Imow no wish but to hide myself in soli- 
tude, till death, a wdcome visitor, shall 
extinguish the galling consciousness and 
sad recoUections which are now my af- 
fliction. Thus much I have j udged it right 
to say^ lest you should do me the wrong 
of supposing that I had humbled myself 
so far as to fall in with my father's views, 
and had in consequence grown tardy in 
attempting to facilitate your flight'' 

^* I have never enteiiiained the mean 
suspicion." 

** I have laboured to thwart his de- 
signs. It is with aching heart that I 
And myself constrained to act against a 
parent. Had he resembled the meek 
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being who gave me birth, and whose 
gentle spirit sunk under his unjustifi- 
able severity; oh, then I had held it 
a sacred duty to attend to all his wishes. 
Had he been kind, I had not wandered, 
but true to honour, had cheerfully obeyed 
his every command, -and blessed the hal- 
lowed name of father.'* 

" For your kind intentions,*' said 
Albert, "my gratitude is yours, be 
the event what it may.** 

"I think I mentioned to you that there 
is a man in my father's service who will at- 
tend to any request of mine. This man is 
that Naylor, whose strange doings must, 
have been reported to you. The cruelty 
which he experienced made him most 
furious against the then government, 
and so he became fit for my father's 
purpose. But now the violence and 
the wavering of his employer induce 
him to think of leaving. He had my 
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suggestion to thrown dow a large por* 
tion of the loose bricks which formed 
part of the defence of the wall. They 
have not yet been replaced, but I dare 
not say that the means of passing hence 
will therefore, be greater than they 
were. Three men carrying carbines, 
loaded with ball, watch through the 
hours of darkness, instructed to give a 
deadly volley should any one attempt 
escape.'' 

<< This I would brave, so I could make 
my way from the house." 

« To do so were but to rush on death. 
Pause for a brief season. I must now to 
my father. He shall know that I have 
obeyed him, and be given to under«> 
stand that you may yet deem the pro- 
position entitled to consideration*/ If 
possible, I will return to you before 
evening, and in the mean time my whole 

V0L« uu F 
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thoughts shall fae directed to your pre«> 
aervatioi)/* 

The ^eal of Henrietta, though it of- 
fared little consolation, called forth gra* 
titude. Despair however, was fast 
gaining ground in Albert's boaom^ and, 
left alone, his thoughts turned not to 
liberty and happin^s, but to death and 
shame. One persecuting idea inflicted 
severer anguish than all the rest. Uat 
only would Challoner consider hifa a 
monster of ingratitude, but Oela would 
believe him guilty of abject cow^djice 
and sordid treachery. 

Thus sadly passed the hours, till the 
afternoon was &r adv^nused, when he 
saw Henrietta return. 

^*l am permitted/^ she said, ^^ to revisit 
you. My father beiteves, &om my :Fea* 
diness to do so, that I aca disposed to 
further hU views. My coimng^ hMr- 
ever, will little relieve your mind, as 
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I can only communicate the afl^ction 
of my own. The acknowledgment i* 
sad, but I fear you are lost. A ladderi 
paftof one I should rather say, which was 
broken in the sammef, I have seen dis^ 
posed so that it might easily be made 
available could you but leave the house 
uJMee»« Bot that is impossible.'' 

^ I have thcmgbt there is that within 
these apartments which might fiimish 
the means of lowering me to the garden/* 

^^ But this done, you would instantly 
be secured by the men who watcli 
between the house and the wall, and 
therefore the attempt is not worth 
making." 

Albert could not answer this. He 
could devise no means of conquering 
the difficulties of his situation. Hen- 
rietta was equally embarrassed^ and both 
«!^e silent* Suddenly Heiirietta started* 
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i 

Her eyes glistened with momentary joy | 
but grief followed before speech could 
convey to Albert the tbQught which Jtiad 
occurred to her. But she hastened 
to Communicate it, and thus addressed 
him: — 

. << I dare almost persuade myself that 
the means of enabling you to pass from 
your prison have suggested themselves. 
But, oh! there is that connected with 
them which makes me shudder while I 
think of them!" 

"Of what do you speak ?" 

" I have told you my father believes 
that he is somietimes permitted to behold 
those who are no more on earth* You 
are also informed of the dismal, but 
impotent vengeance in which he re- 
velled after the death- of -his daughter's 
lover. But lately he spoke of having 
seen Effingham, such as he appeared 
when the corpse ^as brought hither 
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to appal me. ^ The shroud in which it 
was wrapped remains in this very apart- 
ment, if I do not deceive myself/' ^ 

*« It does, indeed/* said Albert, who 
well remembered the discovery of a 
former evening. 

" Then would I have you array your- 
self in it. I shall trem|?le to look 
upon you, but thus attired, I think you 
might escape.*' 

" Mean you that I should lower my- 
self from the casement, as I but now 
suggested?'* 

" No J for your form will in that case 
be seen before the apparel of death 
can be recognised, and a shot may 
convert the counterfeit into the awful 
reality.'* 

" How then can I quit my prison ?" 

" Only by going through my father's 

room." 

« That will be dangerous j more so, 
F 8 
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as it strikes me, than the other course, 
supposing it to be at all practicable." 

^* The object of wearing this dismal 
dress is, not to escape observation, but 
to enable you to meet it without eliciting 
suspicion. Your height is about the 
same as that of Effingham, and when 
you approach my father in the stillness 
of night, and in the grave clothes of the 
deceased, he will not dream that he 
gazes on mere mortality, nor think of 
obstructing the course of a spectre, for 
which he will unquestionably mistake 
you.'* 

«^ You seem confident.** 

" I am. I would have this attempted 
when the clock strikes One. At that time 
I will strive, by offering refreshment, to 
draw the watchman from the part to 
which you should direct your steps, 
namely, the right-hand side of the huge 
gates by which you entered. If I can 



y Google 



^ftttce them away, and engage their 
attention elsewhere, I will endeavour to 
jmn you, and we may both in a few mo* 
ments be safe from observation* Should 
their vigilanbe be proof against tempt- 
ation, I will remain with them, and when 
you appear, affect alarm. I will terrify 
them into a belief that they look upon the 
ghost of one who has been murdered, 
and prevail on them not to risk the con* 
sequences^ of presumption, by offering to 
follow/' 

** This project is a wild one. But 
in my situation the attempt must be 
made.*' 

** When you pass through my father's 
chamber, as you must when you leave 
the passage into which yonder door 
opens, he will not fail to be waking. 
He will see, and probably accost you." 

" Will it be prudent to answer ?" 

** No. He may recognize your voice. 
F 4 
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Point to the passage from which you 
have just issued^ which is that in which 
EflSngham's body was for some days de- 
posited, as if you desired him to go in 
that direction. He will not disobey the 
understood command of one from the 
other world/* 

« But should he follow ?" 

" It is not likely, if you use the action 
which I have suggested, at least till he 
has had some moments for reflection^ 
which will suffice for you to effect your 
escape. This I flatter myself will not 
be difficult, when once you leave his 
chamber, for I will take care that all 
shall be open to your flight.*' 

"Will you do this?'* 

« I will not hesitate for a moment* 
Whatever my forebodings as to the con- 
sequences, my resolution is taken.** 

" But how shall I pass from this 
room?** 
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' « In that consists the greatest diffi- 
culty. When I retire, my father claims 
the key from me. But he to-day omit- 
ted to look to the door himself. I pro- 
pose to leave it unlocked, and the 
moment I close it, when he expects 
to hear the bolt move on the outside, do 
you fasten that within, making as much 
noise in doing so as you can. Should he 
then come, it is possible that he may be 
deceived ; but if he uses not that precau- 
tion, which I think he will not, never sus- 
pecting that if you attempted escape, you 
would pass that way ; in that case, I say, 
you will execute the first part of your 
task with ease." 

The shroud was produced, and weep- 
ing while she looked on it, Henrietta 
assisted Albert to put it on. She point- 
ed with a deep sigh to the blood of 
her deceased lover which had stained it, 
and directed that a cap which she took 
J S 
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from a drawer should be worn with it. 
When thus arrayed, she fixed her eyes 
on Albert with amazement and awe. 

*• The resemblance/' she sighed, " is 
dreadfully correct. I dare not look upon 
you longer. I must away. Remember 
what I have said, and fail hot at the 
appointed hour.'' 

Henrietta retired, trembling and in 
tears. The feebleness ^hich want of 
rest, through anxiety and sorrow, had 
caused to overspread the once florid as- 
pect of Albert, was not ill suited to the 
character he was now to assume. Hav- 
ing reached the door, Henrietta beckoned 
to him that he should follow, to move 
one bolt while she affected to fasten the 
other. He obeyed the sign, and as he 
advanced she fled with no unreal terror, 
for the dismal apparel which she had pro- 
vided for him so powerfully revived th^ 
taost afflicting recollections, tbat reason 



y Google 



THE WitCH-FINDEft. 107 

almost sunk beneath the dread thus 
inspired. 

Alone, Albert mused on the nature of 
the undertaking with some degree of 
hope, but with much melancholy fore- 
boding. He could hardly persuade him- 
self that the shrewdness and suspicion 
which he had remarked in Johnson, 
would sleep on this occasion. The very 
circumstance of his believing himself to 
have been not unfrequently admitted 
into the society of the departed, which 
had suggested the scheme now to be 
tried, would make him feel less dis- 
mayed and astonished, than a man in 
the same situation, whose mind was not 
familiar with such impressions. To 
speculate on the probabilities of success 
was, however, wholly useless. Whether 
he should make the meditated attempt, 
or not, was no longer matter of consider- 
ation. He had given a pronnsei which 
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at the risk, or even at the certainty of 
losing life, he was resolute to fulfil, or at 
least to attempt its fulfilment. Thus de-« 
termined, he felt impatient for the arrival 
of the appointed moment which was to 
decide his fate. 

It arrived. He heard the clock strike 
one, and drawing the cap close to his 
face, prepared to leave his appartment. 
The bolt he had previously withdrawn. 
Albert stalked through the passage which 
connected his late abode with John- 
son's chamber, and entered the latter 
without noise. It was dimly illuminated 
by a neglected lamp, the wavering 
flame of which seemed about to expire. 
Albert walked towards the bed, saw not 
Johnson, and at first suspected that he was 
not in the room, but immediately beyond 
the table on which the lamp rested, he 
discovered him seated on a large easy 
chair, and sleeping. He was dressed ag 
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if about to leave his home^ or as if 
he had just returned from one of his 
nocturnal excursions. Before him lay 
the lantern which had attracted Albert's 
attention on a former day, and which 
had been withdrawn from the next ap- 
partment without observation. On either 
side lay a pistol. A thought crossed 
Albert's mind, that by securing these 
and threatening the sleeper's life, he 
might more securely work his own libe- 
ration, than by adhering to the plan 
chalked out for him. But then he asked 
himself what was to become of Hen- 
ri^ta. Her enlargement he had no right 
to demand, and it would be impossible 
to conceal that she had formed the pre- 
sent attempt. This caused him instantly 
to dismiss the half favoured project. It, 
however, struck him that ^ pistol 
might be of use in his further progress, 
and he was about to secure ODe, when 
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Johnson awoke. He started from his 
seat ! his eyes glared wildly on the sup- 
posed spectre, but he offered not to ap- 
proach. Slowly drawing off to the door 
by which he was to pass, Albert kept his 
eye steadily fixed on his awe-struck 
enemy. Having gained the entrance, 
he used the action which Henrietta had 
suggested. He pointed thrice to the 
passage from which he had emerged, 
and accident so far favoured him, that at 
this moment the light wholly died away. 
As its last ray vanished, he opened the 
door, which he drew after him, ran 
through the passage and rapidly des- 
cended the broad stair-case. With like 
speed he rashed through the hall, and 
having withdrawn the bolts of the door, 
he found himself once more in the open 
air. He saw no person, he heard no 

sound, but passing on, he inclined to the 

21 
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right, as directed by Henrietta, who 
now came forward.** 

" All has chanced most favourably,*' 
she whispered, "but you have been 
longer in coming than I expected." 

"Your father was sleeping, and I" — 

" Spare explanation now. The men, 
who are regaling, expect my prompt re- 
turn with a pasty. Ascend the waH. 
The ladder is there.** 

" Nay, pass you first,** said Albert, 
** till you are safe I stir not.** 

** Hist ! I hear my father's voice. He 
is calling to the men — quick, quick, or 
all is lost.** 

She stepped on the ladder, when 
the voice of Johnson was heard re- 
proving those who had been withdrawn 
from their post, and who were now seen 
hastening to him. 

" Knaves, have ye slept ?" he furiously 
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demanded. «* Have you betrayed me ? 
Treason is at work. -** Saw ye none pass ?- 
Are your carbines ready?*' 

The men clamorously answered, that 
no one had passed them. 

"Look yonder!'* cried their master; 
"see you nothing? — are your carbines 
full?" 

"They are." 

" Then fire." 

"The order was obeyed with fatal 
promptness. Henrietta had j ust reached 
the top of the wall, and Albert was on 
the ladder when the fire-arms delivered 
their murderous contents, and she sunk 
into the arms of her companion. 

" Fly !" cried she, as he stepped back 
with his bleeding burden. " I am slain ! 
waste not a moment on me, but away, 
or escape will be impossible." 

That it had already been rendered, 
for the murderers, accompanied by their 
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employer, bad approached the spot 
where Henrietta dnd Albert were found* 

"Wretched girl!" cried theexaspe* 
xated parent, "bom to be my tormenti 
having brought me to shame, would you 
now work my destruction ?" 

The ear of Henrietta was no more to 
be wounded by unkindness. The reproach 
which had been breathed was unheard* 
Dying- she perceived that her attempt 
to liberate Albert had failed, and her 
looks told that this was her greatest af« 
fliction. 

"Why did you heed meP* she ex. 
claimed j " you might have been safe, 
had you left me to my fate.** 

A torch was brought to the spot. It 
flashed in her father's face, whose na- 
tural obduracy was not proof against 
this unexpected catastrophe, and mental 
agony struggling with pride and rage, was 
strengly imprinted on his bard features. 
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« May God forgive thy cruelty^ and 
make thee repentant!" {w^yed tlie de- 
parting sufferer.— While speaking her 
eyes ran wildly over the countenances of 
tbo$e who surrounded her. They rested 
on Albert, who still sustained her, and 
who in sorrow for her fate, remembered 
his own situation no more. Bending over 
her with bitter regret, the tear of sincere 
sorrow fell on her fading cheek. She 
started from the brief repose which had 
been hers, offered to throw het aims 
round the partner of her late under- 
taking, and exclaiming, **I see thee, 
Effingham, now — now — I may rejoin 
thee," she expired. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Pearls may be foil'd/and gold be turned to dross— 
The sun obscured — the moon be tum'd to blood. 

Sxoasiu 

A FEW words are necessary to explain 
the situation in which Johnson was 
found, and what followed. After his 
interview with Dame Neville he had 
returned to his home, impatient to de- 
mand the bloody bond from Albert, in 
whose possession he believed it to remain. 
The distance was considerable, and hav- 
ing once already traversed it since the 
night closed in, he found some difficulty 
in urging his weary horse through the 
laborious task. Much fatigued, he at 
length regained his home. There he 
doubted as to the manner in which he 
should proceed, whether to demand the 
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surrender of the document^ or to compel 
his prisloner to submit to Search. The 
latter would be the most safe course if it 
tvere certain that if was still about him ; 
but if it were not so, then it became a 
question whether negociation might not 
be preferable* Perplexed by these con- 
siderations, unable at once to decide, 
he had thrown himself into his chair to 
reflect on them, and that had happened 
which seldom chanced to him. Nature 
fairly yielded to fatigue, and sleep sur- 
prised him. 

When Johnson, between sleeping and 
waking, saw the invader of his apart^^ 
raent, attired as he was, Albert so far 
resembled the deceased Effingham, that 
imperfectly seen as he was by the feeble 
ray which the lamp emitted, Johnson 
believed it was the apparition of his 
daughter's late lover on which he gazed. 

The extinction of the light at the mo- 
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ment which Albert had seized for him to 
withdraw, favoured the deception. He 
considered the spectre to have vanished- 
But the action which Henrietta had sug- 
gested, and which Albert had used, as 
one means of guarding against detec* 
tion, proved most unfortunate. Johnson 
obeyed what he deemed the injunction 
intended to be conveyed, and entered the 
passage which Albert had left. The mo- 
inent he did so, the reflection of the 
fire in Albert's supposed prison, met 
his view, and satisfied him that the door 
was open. This led him instantly to sus- 
pect imposture. He darted forward, and 
finding that the late occupant of the apart- 
ment was not there, he lost not a second 
it} rushingfrom the house to act that part 
which prevented the intended flight of 
Albert, and terminated the life of HeQ* 
rietta. 
jShocked and incensed at what he saw 
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p^--shocked at the fate of his daughter^ and 
incenaed at the deception which Albert 
had practised, grief and rage rendered 
him speechless for some moments. The 
men who had so fatally obeyed his bid- 
ding, took the lifeless Henrietta from 
the arms of Albert, and carried her into 
the parlour, in which Johnson had en- 
tertained as a guest his present captive 
on the night when they met. Here the 
men placed her on a couch^ and looked 
at their master, as expecting his direc« 
tions. He was silent. Wildly glaring 
on the lifeless form, he thouglit not of 
attending to them, or of issuing any 
command. 

*« Will you that I shall hie to the town 
and .call a surgeon ? '* cme of the by- 
lenders enquired. 

Johnson sighed deeply, and turning 
abruptly to him who had spoken^ le^ 
pUed— 
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" Fool !— If there is one who can wake 
the dead, — ^who can bring back breathing 
and consciousness, let him be brought 
hither. He who can only aid the living 
is not wanted." 

Another solemn pause succeeded. A 
deeply-drawn sigh from Albert, who lean- 
^ over the corpse with unaffected woe, 
attracted the father's notice. He looked 
round) and seemed to wonder that he 
was not alone. 

** Leave me,** he cried. ** I want you 
»ot." 

The men to whom his speech was ad- 
dressed proposed to retire. They were 
about taking A&ert from the parlour, 
having torn off his disguise, when Joho- 
6011 perceiving their design, interfered to 
prevent the execution; of it 

*« He may reni^ain," cried the mourner. 
.*• I wi^ to be miseiiable, anxJ tljiarefare 
would be alone with the child that has 
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been destroyed, and him who conducted 
herto death.*^ 

They left the room. Johnson took the 
hand of his departed daughter/ and sted- 
fastly contemplated her pallid face. 

<* 111 fated one !*' he exclaimed, ** thus 
terminates in blood and violence thy brief 
career ! Is this disfigured earth the lovely 
one who, ere my life had been drawn off 
quite to the lees, with guileless love and 
undissembling smiles, could render even 
me, sensible of softer touches, and-almost 
make me human? Mine was a spirit -<>- 
whence sent, and whither destined I 
know not, — but here it never felt itself 
afc home j yet thy sweetness, though it 
could not subdue me to the happy tran- 
quillity of others, made the exile feel 
some tie to ezith. It is broken •— « and 
thou, thou," he added, turning fiejcely to 
Albert^ ** thou sbalt dearly answer for it^ 
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for dissolving the last, the only connec- 
tion between me and humanity." 

" Not now," said Albert, " not now, 
when the father's heart is torn with bitter 
anguish for a daughter's loss, will I charge 
you with the wrong which I have sus- 
tained, or vindicate myself." 

** Vindicate thyself !" Johnson vehe- 
mently repeated j ** Vindicate thyself to 
me I The thought is insolence. — Know 
you what this being, faded and abased as 
you behold her, was once ? Look to the 
sky, when blushing morning comes, — 
look on the flowery earth when spring's 
gay treasures are all displayed in rich, 
fragrant, and endless variety, or look on 
thefairest diamond that ever was snatched 
from the bosom of the mine, — nor in 
heaven above -r- not on the eaith which 
we inhabit, nor in the waters and fa- 
thomless depths that lie beneath, shall 
aught be found that can image the 
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beauty, sweetness, and radiant glory, 
which, time was, graced this now appat- 
ing object." 

" Believe me,^ I know how to commi- 
serate the awful change, and deplore the 
event." 

** Dissembler, peace ! But for thee 
and thy like, such ^s I have described her, 
she had flourished still. Revenge thy 
fate beforq-hand if thou wilt. Look on 
tjbese unmanly tears which inundate a 
face never so. visited before. Enjoy 
them. They are genuine! They are 
not like those of the crocodile—- and yet 
they are^ for his are but the precursors 
of destroying fury.** 

•' I would not disturb youj Sir, by my 
speechi whatever under other circum- 
stances, I might be prompted to reply ; 
and 1 cannot mock your present afflic- 
tion.** 

" Nay, do it. My torture is a banquet 
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to which you are invited, in return for 
teaving served up this bleeding bosom 
for my night repast. Oh, Henrietta ! is 
it thus I see thee ? Is this inanimate 
countenance that on which I oncedoated? 
Are these sunken eyes, those which once 
could answer with intelligence too swift 
for speech, a father's searching glance j 
which, lighted up with mirth, seemed to 
have borrowed the glistening brightness 
of the morning star ; pr, fixed in pensive 
thoughtfulness, beamed with the soft 
splendour of the amethyst ?** 

Sobs interrupted his utterance, and 
the desolate father appeared sinking 
beneath the sorrows which overwhelmed 
him. Albert stepped forward to sustain 
him. 

" Away !'* he cried, resuming all the 

firmness of bitter resentment. "The 

prop of my days is no more. Thy hand 

which could remove, never, never shall 

G 2 
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replace it. This was imaged to tnebeforci 
and more than once. There was a fruit 
tree which I noted. Repeated blights 
destroyed it. Red tumours spotted its 
perished bark j its boughs crumbled 
beneath the touch, and dust was emitted 
whence foliage should have sprung. But 
a tall taper off-set rose from its root. 
The life-.deserted trunk, I likened to 
myself, * but for this gay off-set,* I cried, 
* anon it shall be grafted and rise aloft, 
higher than ever the ruined parent grew, 
and bear the noblest fruit.' An unseen 
hand destroyed it. The offspring miser- 
ably perished, while the parent still de- 
faced my garden — still lingered the 
wretched object of desertion and de- 
cay.*' 

" Surely, Sir, even in the tempest of 
your grief, you must be sensible that I 
am not •'— " he faltered, fearful of ven- 
turing to allude to Henrietta, — " tliat 
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I am not the destroyer of your daugh^ 
ter/' 

".Speak not to me, till thou art called 
upori to answer. But go on. Now is 
the time to torture me. Thou hast done 
it by reminding me with cruel, coward 
hesitation, that this dust while it had life 
was frail. I know it. I said it was imaged 
to me more than once. I remember 
near the bower in my garden, there was 
a beauteous passion Jlower, which I had 
watered and tended through the season 
with more than common care. One 
morning I found that it had been trod- 
den down and crushed. Effingham's 
foot-mark was near, but he himself was 
absent. I was angry, but thought not 
of Nature's sympathies, nor deemed, that 
in the passion Jlower thus trampled upon 
and blasted, I read my daughter's his- 
tory.*' 

Albert attempted to assure Johnson 
G 3 
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that he had meant no allusion of the 
nature supposed, but his words were un- 
heeded. The father was wholly occu- 
pied with the contemplation of his daugh- 
ter's death. He relinquished the hand 
which he had held, and placed his arm 
now on her cheek, now on her forehead, 
and now on her blood-stained bosom. 
Again his eyes returned to her ghastly 
countenance, and the voice of miserable 
reflection became once more audible. 

" Thou hast passed away ! In thy 
latest moments the unkindness of thy 
father was present to thy thoughts! I 
blame thee not! Harsh I was, but it 
was my nature originally i at last it was 
policy, for it was only when I relaxed 
the protecting severity which watched 
over thee from infancy, that thou becam- 
est the spoiler's prey. It was then that 
the angel-face which I had so long gazed 
upon, which, fresh from a heavenly mould 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



TIfiB WltClH-*IlJrDER. 127 

SO looked, that I was even almost per- 
suaded what was so bright could not be 
mortal — could not have been fashioned 
to bloom, but for a moment; it was 
when vigilance had resigned her seat to 
indulgence, that it was first manifest it 
could decay, and its splendour, and its 
sweetness were no more." 

Albert looked on the tears which be- 
dewed the repulsive features of John- 
son with interest and with sympathy. 
Though a stranger to gentleness, and 
familiar with crime, the unlocked for 
catastrophe caused sorrow to pervade 

the inmost recesses of his mind. If in 

J. 

words he defended the severities which 
he had used, and only deplored the 
failure of them, his plaintive tone and his 
-really disconsolate air, told that the recol- 
lection of these was a source of excruci- 
ating pain. He strove to shake off the 
excess of woe which unmanned hii^, and 
G 4 
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resuming his sternness with his wonted 
resolution, he turned from the corpse to 
Albert. 

" £nough of sorrow," he cried. " I 
. have wept like a woman, but I will act, 
and that promptly too, like a man. Look 
on this ruin, and see what thou hast done! 
Hadst thou accepted the hand which 
was offered to thee, — which Henrietta 
was content to bestow — this had never 
chanced." 

" Sir — Sir, indeed you are mistaken ; 
and I hold it but justice to the deceased 
to say she was little likely in this to meet 
your wishes. To have welcomed a new 
lover was that which she could not do 
with sincerity, and was therefore indis- 
posed to do it at all." 

" This is folly. Though my child, she 
was mortal, and a female ; and when her 
Effingham had passed away, kindness had 
soon taught her to love again. But this 
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was prevented by your pride. Her in- 
genuous weakness came to the support of 
that pride^ and she has fallen its victim. 
Wretched boy! you know not what it 
is that you have done. You dream not 
of what I, in the fulness of time^ might 
have accomplished in your behalf.*' 

" That Sir, be it what it may, I less 
regret than the tragical event which I 
have witnessed." 

'< Insolently shrinking from that union 
which you considered humiliating, you 
have destroyed yourself. My child must 
to the sepulchre. You will not long 
survive her. Had you been content to 
heal the wound, so far as might be, which 
1 had sustained ; had you availed your- 
self of the proffered kindness to which 
you were lately invited, without forfeiting 
Challoner's friendship, you should have 
risen to greatness, to which, in thought, 
G 5 



y Google 



ISO THE WITCH-FINDEB^ 

you cannot now attain, even weire a 
century's life accorded.*' 

" I wish not now to wound your feel- 
ings. I ha-vq^ however, only regulated 
my conduct by a sense of duty.*' 

" You have so regulated it as to briiig 
ruin, hopeless ruin on your friends ; and 
on yourself, besides destruction, such a 
weight of disgrace as shall oppress your 
memory for ever." 

*' If no alternative remained, but that I 
must endure or merit disgrace, I still 
regret not the course I have pursued." 

« But it will cost thee life/* 

<* That I understand, and am content 
to part with it rather than retain it with 
shame.** 

«< Such is the weak original resolve of 
every foolish boy^ For a brief season in 
Jife*d early day it was mine. But I have 
since learned to know my nature hefAfiXf 
and feel that in age, in despised age 
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and misery, still, my spirit, though ever 
deemed one of more than common daring, 
clings to this existence, not from love of 
it, but from dread of what may follow/' 
* «* That dread, no cruelty which wrath 
may threaten or vengeance inflict, can 
make me know." 

** When you shall see that the escape 
which you now contemplate is impos- 
sible, you will probably change your 
opinion. Others have professed to be 
as well content to die, who, when the 
last moment approached, have not been 
sparing of their tears and frantic la- 
mentations. But we shall to the proof 
anon. 'Till now, I have but sported 
with you. The brief imprisonment which 
you have known was not intended to 
terminate as it shall do. Acting with 
prudence, you had gone at large, rich 
in wealth, and the lord of beauty." 

Albert looked at Johnson with an ex- 
G 6 
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^ pression of countenance, which the lat- 
ter deemed a reproach* 

" I understand," cried the father of 
Henrietta, " that disdainful glance. You 
would repel the idea of being related to 
me — of being the husband of her whom 
your projects have numbered with the 
dead. This, if it were ignominy, 1 
will tell, would have brought so many 
advantages in its train, that the well- 
taught world had never pointed the fin- 
ger of scorn at you.'' 

**I should still despise those advan- 
tages if my own heart approved not of 
the means by which they had been ac- 
quired.*' 

" Your heart, no doubt, can only lean 
to the sublimer virtues. Which of these 
induced the sacrilegious foolery of this 
night, and taught you to put on the at- 
tire of the dead, to mock the awful se- 
crets of the world of spirits ?" 
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"I have been guilty of no such mock- 
ery in putting on a disguise to escape 
from unjust thraldom." 

** Still exult in Pharisee-like seif-ap- 
planse — still boast of the purity of your 
heart, and of the rectitude of your ac- 
tions I My weakness might have been 
worked upon, had you pursued a dif- 
ferent course. I might have favoured 
the return of the descendant of him who 
gave my father to the rack. His awful 
spirit but lately stood before me. I saw 
him with these eyes of earth, and his 
stern frown reproved my weakness. 
Shade of the tortured Guido ! my wan- 
derings are no more ! This night of hor- 
ror recalls me to the path of duty and 
of vengeance. I will pursue it with 
steadiness. Thy blood, thou wretched 
stripling, be on thine own head, nor 
thine alone, but that of all the friends 
of Charles Stuart, whom chance may 
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place where I^iiave influence. To the 
council thy ^ guilt shall be established 
with that of Challoner so clearly, that 
none shall hesitate to doom thee to death. 
Challoner, while he sees thee involved 
in the same ruin, shall believe the 
first discovery owing to thy perfidy, 
and rejoice that the imperfect villany 
secures thine own downfall.'* 

" And is it in new plans of fraud and 
murder, that a father seeks consolation 
for a daughter's death ?*' 

" The just destruction of enemies is 
not murder. Even the law sanctions 
homicide in self-defence, when the blow 
is about to be struck. In my case,, rea- 
son but improves upon the law, takes 
the decisive step in time, and cuts off 
those who wait for a fit season to strike 
before it arrives. What my own safety 
lately suggested, this bleeding form 
(pointing to Henrietta) now enjoins. 
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Another day shall not pass — nay, an- 
other day shall not open, close as the 
morning now presses on retiring night, 
ere I take the needful steps to give you 
up as a traitor to the commonwealth.*' 
. With these words, he left the room. 
As he closed the door, he loudly called 
for his horse. In a few minutes, Albert 
heard the trampling of hoofs, which 
speedily died away. He rightly conjec- 
jbured that Johnson had rode forth to e^c- 
ecute the threat which he had just pro- 
nounced. But on this subject he h^d 
little time for reflection^ before Naylpr 
wd another of the men whom he had 
seen when Henrietta lost her life, silm- 
moned him to follow them to his former 
]M:ison. He took the cold hand of Hen- 
rietta, pressed it gratefully to fiis lip$, 
and, breathing a brief prayer for the im- 
mortal repose of the victim^ he was re» 
conducted to his late abode. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

^ What no courtesies : no preparation of grace : observe 
me, I advise you for your own sakes. 

Chapman. 

Those who at the instigation of John- 
Son and his associates, had arrested 
Challoner, were unacquainted with his 
person. He was too little on his guard, 
to attempt taking advantage of this cir* 
cumstance. When accosted by his name, 
he thought not of denying it, and never 
doubted but the information which they 
had was too good to render it at all prob- 
able, that such an experiment could be of 
the smallest avail. 

He offered neither explanation nor 
resistance, but accompanied them in si- 
lence. A messenger was sent off ex- 
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press to Johnson, with the news that the 
principal object of their search had been 
found. Some enquiries were made 
respecting Bentley, but these were less 
particular than they would have been 
had they known with certainty that he 
had fled. He was missed ; it was sus- 
pected that he was seeking to make his 
escape, but as they were not sure that 
he was aware of the snare which had 
been spread for him, it was thought 
likely that he might return. Acting on 
this presumption, the emissaries of power 
were still on the watch for him at South- 
gate, and it had not been decided that 
an active pursuit was necessary. 

The timidity and confusion which pre- 
vailed in the counsels of the then govern- 
ment^ shrunk from the display of paiad- 
ing a state prisoner through the streets 
of London in broad day, and the party 
despatched to apprehend Challoner had 
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orders to act accordingly. In conse- 
quence of these, though they used ail 
diligence, when they approached High- 
gate, the morning had more than dawned, 
and it was deemed right to halt till after 
nightfall. 

The oflScer who commanded, though 
a rigid Puritan, with all the cant of that 
sect at his tongue's end, had blended 
some civilities with the reproaches which 
he had felt himself called upon to pro- 
nounce. While he admired the justice 
and mercy of the Lofd, for interfering 
as he had manifestly done in this instance, 
to the end that the evildoers should be 
cut off from the land, even like the bar- 
ren fig-tree, which had uselessly cum- 
bered the ground, he was still willing to 
protect the prisoner from insult, and to 
study his personal comfort. While with 
great feeling he admonished him to pre- 
pare for that awful change which it 
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wojiild be his lot &o soon to undergo^ he 
piously and humanely announced him- 
self ready to join with him in seeking 
the Lord, and in supplicating for that 
indulgence from the throne of grace, 
which it would be worse than folly to 
look for here. 

Though Challoner was not in a state 
to profit so largely by this kindness, as 
the Roundhead could have wished, he 
was nevertheless grateful for the atten- 
tions he received. While zealously per- 
forming the task assigned to him, the 
officer knew how to tredt his prisoner 
with respect j and though Challoner 
deemed it prudent to trust few of his 
thoughts to speech, he failed not to 
express thankfulness. 

Not a little was he surprised, as the 
time drew near, at which he understood he 
was to proceed to the metropolis, to see 
this civil and considerate person enter 
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with a stern frown on his^countenance, 
and to hear himself addressed in a tone 
of reproach, which had not previously 
been used. 

" Verily," he exclaimed, " my spirit is 
sad to find that there is no end to the 
villanous frauds practised on God's 
people, in this heathenish world. If I 
should deal with you according to your 
just deserts, it would be meet that I 
should lay many stripes on that same 
histrionical back of yours." 

" What mean you. Sir ?" Challoner 
demanded, with unaffected surprise. 

" Even that which I have said," the 
Puritan retorted, ** that it would be good 
in the eyes of the Lord, if I should lay a 
rod on a fool's back." 

" I do not understand this altered 
carriage. Sir. Whatever punishment 
may be eventually awarded to re([uite 
ray crimes, real or supposed, you, being 
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neither judge, nor executioner, might 
treat your prisoner with civility/* 

*<So have I done, and so should I 
have continued to do, but that you are 
now found out." 

"Had I not been found out, there 
would have been no bj|);iortunity offered 
for the exercise of your discretion." 

" I have found you out to be but a 
common fellow.** 

** Uncommon I have not professed to 
be.** 

** I know thee to be not the man I 
took thee for, but a very varlet.** 

" Indeed!** cried Challoner, whose 
surprise was infinitely heightened by this 
speech, <^ have you fouqd that I am not 
the man you sought ?** 

" You know well for whom you were 
mistaken. But your Aldersgate-street 
tricks, and your St. John-street tragical 
and comical tricks, cannot deceive those 
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to whom the Lord hath given eyes to 
see, and ears to hear withaL*' 

" Really — yon are now more incom- 
prehensible than ever.** 

" None are so dull, so the proverb 
truly tells, as those who will not leafn. 
That which I wd^d say is this j all your 
enacting and disguising hath not sue-* 
ceeded, for, in spite of these, the traitor 
Challoner, is a prisoner/* 

" Call my surprise what you will ; but 
I cannot help feeling amazed, that you 
should deem it needful to imform me, 
after I have been so long in your cus- 
tody, that I am a prisoner.*' 

" Of no such brutish folly have I 
been guilty. But this I tell, that though 
you are not Challoner, and no prisoner, 
forasmuch as you are not worth the 
keeping, yet he whom you personated, 
the Lord hath wonderfully delivered into 
our hands.^* 
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Ch'alloner was still perplexed, and 
utterly incapable of guessing to what the 
speeches of the Puritan referred, when 
he saw Robert brought into the room. 
A new exclaaiation of surprise burst 
from him, when the sudden speech and 
unusually loud tone of the new comer, 
claimed his attention. 

" It is all of no use, ray good fellow," 
said Robert ; " I told you as much. That 
fellow with the cream complexion, gog- 
gle eyes, and flounder-like nose, was not 
to be imposed upon.*' 

" What can this mean ?'* exclaimed 
Challoner, whose perplexity was nothing 
diminished by what he saw and heard. 

" You do it very well, considering,** 
said Robert, " but it won't do here. It 
is not easy for a vulgar man like you, 
with the best intentions in the world, to 
imitate a geutleman. I thank you for 
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your love, though. Take this," he added, 
offering two pieces of gold, " and if 1 
should be hanged, don't fret too much 
for your unfortunate master." Then di- 
recting his speech to the officer, he added, 
" I should like to be left to myself. If 
you have no objection to turn that red 
mbbish," pointing to the soldiers, " out 
of the room, I shall thank you, and feel 
much obliged to the trash themselves for 
their absence." 

** Trash !" cried a surly musketeer, 
" an you call me trash !" 

" Never trouble yourself to throw 
about your tobacco-dyed jaws to look 
fierce. I meant you no wrong, and 
thought not to hurt your feelings. If 
you are rubbish, you are very well to 
be shot at, but only lumber in a room 
where a gentleman abides." 
" Now, Mr. Consequence, what say 
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you ?'* the officer demanded of Challo- 
ner. *« Since your master confesses, what 
would you tell after that?" 

«* I have now nothing to say," Challo- 
ner replied. 

" That fellow is well enough iu his 
way," cried Robert, affecting great state- 
liness, ** but somewhat foolish and mad- 
headed. I would keep him in my ser- 
vice still, but as I am so near being 
paid off myself, I can do without a set* 
vaht. So be so good as to let him go 
about his business with your own black- 
guards." 

" You shall be alone, if such be your 
wish," was the officer's reply ; " but see- 
ing that time is short, and eternity long, 
I would wish to counsel you to take 
thought of graver matters than you seeip 
ready to entertain." 

" That is the general complaint of you 
Round-heads against us Cavaliers* JBut I 
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wish to be devout, and that'& the reason 
I would be alone/' 

" They shall all withdraw then, forth- 
with." , 

" Go, fellows !'* cried Robert, " and 
do you, sirrah," addressing his master, 
« lead the way, and hie you back to 
Redburn, thence to bring two noble pis- 
tols, which I desire to leave for a pre- 
sent to the captain, whose civility is even 
equal to his discernment/'^ 

*'Iofiered your man, supposing him 
to be no other than yourself," cried the 
officer, somewhat conciliated by the or- 
der just given, <Ho assist him in his devo- 
tions. To you I would tender the same 
service." 

' «* Thank you. Only you must not 
take offence, if, while you turn up your 
eyes, mine shall be closed in sleep. If 
you could produce Hopkins and Stern« 
hold, I shall be obliged to you, as I could 
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play my part pretty well at a chaunt, 
and you, to judge by your speech, are 
blessed with a super-excellent snuffle for 
psalm- singing/' 

The rudeness of Robert rather sur- 
prised the Round-head, but the measures 
which had previously been taken by the 
faithful servant, left no dojibt of his be- 
ing the person he represented. Informed 
of what had happened, Robert had 
closely watched the motions of the sol- 
diers. He had not had time to change 
his dress, but wrapped in ChalIoner*s 
cloak, which he had obtained at St. Al- 
bans, he joined the party on their road. 
Keeping at such a distance from Cliallo^ 
ner as to run no risk of being recog- 
nised by him, he whispered that a servant 
mid master had been seen to change 
olothes that evening. He passed the 
escort at Barnet, and being a-^head, took 
eare to throw the cloak away, in th^ 
H 2 
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presence of strangers, so *s to excite 
their attention. This, as he hoped 
would be the case, was soon reported 
to the mihtary. Then having learned 
wheri^ they were to halt, he established 
himself in a neighbouring inn, and by 
incurring expenses which one of his 
appearance could not be supposed capa- 
ble of bearing, and by charging every 
one who apprdadated on no account to 
mention that sueh a guest was there, be 
in a few hours got the whisper of agre^t 
secret into general circulation. What he 
expected followed. When he mounted 
hijA horse, a crowd of curious peisons 
itttended to witness his departure. He 
effected vexation and embarrassment, 
and finally effected his retreat, on seeing 
some of the soldiers approach, with such 
disorderly precipitation, that instant pur- 
suit was the consequence. Overtaken, 
he admitted that he was ChaUoner, wbom 
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they supposed had been previously tb^eif 
prisoner, and thus succeeded in effect- 
ing the liberation of his master. 

Ghalloner,„ during his brief captivity, 
had not failed to reflect with infinite; 
chagrin on the perfect impossibility 
of his ofiering Emma the asylum which 
he had hoped to provide for her in the 
course of jthat day. He h^d had no op- 
portuoity of malting the application 
to Thorpe^ which he previously con- 
templatedf and he lamented that Emma. 
would expect his return in vain. Un- 
expectedly restored to , liberty, he re- 
solved at all hazards U^ seek her without 
delay. It was night, but he thought 
not of repose^ being only ianxious to ex**, 
j^ain the cause of his failure, and to do 
what might yet be in his power towarda 
placing her in a situation where she 
'Woiildbe less exposed to the attacks of ma« 
liee« He stopped for no lefreshpient, for 
H 3 
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where the mind is so intensely occupied, 
the body suspends for a time its natural ; 
claim to aliment, and proceeded with 
all the speed he could exert to the cot- 
tage, where he had been expected many, 
hours before, j 

It was not without amazement that 
he beheld a man rush forth at the. 
moment he was about tp enter. Fright- 
ful apprehensions came over him. He^ 
remembered the dreadful perils which 
had menaced the life of £mma on that 
sad night when he had formerly sought 
her residence, and the recently-com- 
mitted crime made him feel that it 
was by no means certain that she was. 
more secure in England than she had 
formerly been in Ireland. The preci- 
pitation with which Johnson fled, told 
that he had more than ordinary cause for 
expedition, and for an instant Challoner 
hesitated, doubting if he ought not to 
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pufsiie the unknown, instead of adheriqg- 
to his original purpose. But impatience 
to ascertain the fate of Emma, carried 
him unconsciously forward. He found 
her weeping. His footstep caused her 
tO: start with renewed alarm, in the sup- 
position that her dreaded enemy had re- 
turned. She recognised Challoner, and 
the revulsion of feeling thus occasioned 
completely ovei-powered her little re- 
maining strength, and she sunk back- 
ward in a state of insensibility. 

Memory and reason were slow to re- 
turn, but. with some difficulty Challoner 
succeeded in restoring Emma so far, that 
she was enabled to reply to his anxious 
enquiries.' To find that Johnson was 
the individual he had seen, and to learn 
what his carriage had been, shocked and 
disgusted more than it surprised. Chal- 
loner now pressed upon Emma the im- 
portance of changing her residence. She 
H 4 
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had no longer that reason for remain^ 
ibg in the neighbourhood which she had 
formerly opposed to the same recom- 
mendation from Albert, but she was still 
reluctant to go, 

•< Albert will return/^ said she, ** and 
not finding me here, will not know where 
to seek me. I shall never behold him 
again, perhaps. But I forget myself— 
this is no reason for staying, as he will 
always be near you, and you can make 
him acquainted with any new retreat to 
which I may pass.** 

** It is true, Emma, that this is no 
reason for your remaining here, but 
equally true it is, that your hopes of 
finding Albert again through me are 
vain.'* 

** Do you not know, then, where he 
is?** 

*« I do not i — and worse than that, 
I have no wish to know.** 
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** Your manne* surprises me/* 

^' And still more, it is my affliction to 
add, you will also cease to be anxious 
for him, when you know what I have to 
unfold. Albert is utterly unworthy of 
your care." 
. ••Unworthy!" 

••Even so/' 
• •• Impossible !" 

•• So I would fain have believed, had 
not proofs, too potent to be withstood, 
been laid before me. Knowing, Emma, 
the tender interest you tal^e in the for- 
tunes of this youth, I deeply lament to 
state, that by him I was betrayed ijito 
the hands of enemies, from whom I have 
but now escaped. It is thus that he has 
requited conduct which he so recently 
affected to regard as entitling me to the 
name of benefactor.'' 

*' Be not rash, Cballoner, — do not 
believe it, ^^ circumstances may d^ceivei 
H 5 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



154 THE WITCH-FlNDER. 

Remember," she added, and her voice 
became mournfully tremulous while she 
spoke, " remember you were once de- 
ceived with respect to Emma/' 

" I can never forget it, and bearing 
that in mind, trust me, I was slow to 
credit evidence the most conclusive. 
But having been seen, and probably te- 
cognised by Johnson, I must not now 
delay. Ere long you shall be possessed 
of all that has mournfully pressed upon 
me, the miserable conviction that Albert 
is guilty of black-hearted ingratitude 
and murderous treachery.** 

Emma's heart was too full to admit of 
her attempting further speech, and it 
was with difficulty that she coi|ld even 
listen. Challoner pointed out to her that 
he was precluded from watching ov6r 
her security for the present, as he had 
wished to do, by the necessity which ex- 
isted for close concealment on his part, 
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Bat he suggested that in the house c^* 
Lesley she might reside in spiety, till a 
4nore eligible asylum should offer. ThiSi 
after the treatment .which Emma had 
experienced in consequence of the alarms 
of Thorpe, he rightly judged would be 
preferred to it residence there. 

Emma, who had heard of Celia, re- 
jected that if Albert was innocent, from 
Lesley he would not long be absent. 
This thought weighed more with her 
than any considerations for her. owti 
safety, and she consented to change her 
abode as Challoner desired. But the ques- 
tion was, how to get to Homsey? In 
Emma's weak state it was impossible for 
her to walk so far, and Challoner thercr 
fote counselled that she should go by the 
St. Albans stage to Highgate. Alighting 
there, and taking the path over the fields 
to the left of that piaffe, she would soon 
jjeach Lesley's Ijouse, and on the way he 
H 6 
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promised to rejdn her. The 0iori»i»g 
was now far advanced, and he darned 
it advisable to trav<ei by the same con- 
veyance to Barnet. If he undertook th^ 
journey on foot, the eoaeh might oveiv 
take him, and the danger of recognition 
would be quite as great, or greater, than 
if he travelled in the vehicle. 

This resolve was acted upcm* Emma^d 
arrangements were soon made. The 
female who had resided with her was 
left at liberty to call in some neighbour 
to live in the cottage, or to shut it up 
and retire to the town. At seven in the 
morning the stage started. This mode 
of travelling was not quite so rapid then 
as it is at present. The St. Albans 
stage, however, was reputed to go five 
miles an hour, and having a character 
to sustain, it actually went four, ^hen 
lK!cidents (which were by no means un- 
frequent) did not occur. On this occa* 
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sion meeting with no impediment, they 
reached Barnet by ten o'clock. The 
•stage there stopped to give the horses 
rest, and to afford the passengers an op- 
portunity for dining* Challoner left the 
yehicle, and made the best of his way 
to Homsey. In due time Emma arrived 
where they had proposed to meet, and 
both proceeded to the house of Mr. 
Lesley. 
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CHAP. IX. : 

It was the fashion for the nobiUty to celebrate their 
weddings, birth days, and other occasions of rejoicingft, 
with masques and interludes; in short, no public entertain- 
ment was thought complete without them. 

Preface to Old Hays. 

Lesley received Cballoper with every 
demonstration of good will, and readily 
accorded what he desired. It was ar- 
ranged that Emma should remain at 
Hornsey, and live in the society of Celia. 
Challoner flattered himself that she 
would find an agreeable asylum, and a 
sympathising friend. 

Nor was he disappointed in this. He 
gave a brief outline of the circumstances 
^hich induced him to make such an ap- 
penily and Celia, interested for the suf- 
fef^r^ .90011 found compassion^ heightened. 
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by esteem, and ripened into friendship 
the. most ardent and sincere. 

Challoner miide little stay at Hornsey# 
That evening he slept in London, and 
under pretence of ill health remained in 
his chamber till the close of the succeedr 
ing day. Then, having upon reflection 
decided that he could no where be safer 
than in the house of old Lowen, on 
whose good pflices he thought he could 
depend, he proceeded to Brentford 
without delay. 

As he drew near the house, he halted 
to consider how he should get to th0 
landlord of the Three Pigeons without 
exposing himself to an exclamation of 
surprise, whfch might direct attention 
to his persoi}, Just then he saw the old 
man on his w»y home from the dwelling 
of a neighbour. He was preparing to 
make him ac(]^uainted with the difficulties 
which encompassed him, but was spared 



y Google 



160 THE WlTCH-PlBfDElU 

the trouble, as the veteran was already 
informed of what had happened by Ro* 
bert, who, on the cheat being discovered, 
had succeeded in effecting his escape^ 
while those who had detained him were 
discussing the question whether or nbt 
he should be detained. He had brought 
the news which Challoner had not pre- 
viously learned, that a reward of fifty 
pounds was offered for his apprehension. 
Robert had left Brentford to seek his 
master, but, in case of failure, promised 
ishortly to return, as it had occurred to 
him that it was in the house of the ve- 
teran that Challoner would be likely to 
seek the concealment which his circum- 
stances required. 

To the question which Challoner 
asked, namely, whether he could receive 
him, Lowen answered in the affirmative, 
and taking him up the inn yard, he con-' 
ducted him by a back staircase to a small 
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foom, in which he said lie might safely; 
remain. This was an apartment to whid^ 
few were admitted, for it was regatded; 
by the aged pwjuer of it as the very sanc-^ 
turn saneforum of his dwelling. It wad; 
fitted up as in that day of republicati 
freedom no man dared to fit up a publiQ 
room. It was ornamented with theatric 
eal devices, with drawings q{ the Ghbep 
Swan^ c H<^f Farttme^ and Med Bull thea? 
tres, sketches gS scenes im which Lowea 
ildmend[>ered to have beheld admire^ ac^ 
tOTs who were once of the number of 
his friends, con^liments to himself by 
authors he had known, and vindications 
of the stage, partly in manuscript, but 
chiefly in print, were also among the de^ 
corations of its walls. 

But all the embellishments were not of 
this description. One most conspicuous 
ot^ect was of a different character. This 
was a large sheet, framed and varnished^ 
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entitled ** LondorCs Lord have . merey^ 
upon m** Lowen had preservjed this for 
nearly a quarter of a century, in. gratitude 
for its having, as he said, preserved. his 
life. The curiosity of which we speak, 
was published in 1636, and under the 
title above given, described itself to, be 
" A true relation of five modern plagues, 
or visitations, in London, with the number 
of all the diseased that were buried, viz, : 
— The first in the yeare of Queen Eliza- 
beth, anno 1592 ; the second in the year 
iCOSj the third in that (never-to-be^ 
forgotten yeare) 1625 j the fourth in 
anno 16S0; the fifth, this now present 
visitation, 1636, which the Lord, of his 
mercy^ deliver London and England 
from.** Besides tables of the deaths 
which had occurred in the years above 
specified, it contained a recipe to prevent 
taking .the infection, or to cure it when 
laken, to which Lowen believed him- 
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self once indebted for recovery; and In 
case that should fail, it presented an ap** 
propriate prayer to be used on such 
occasions, with a very solemn copy/ of 
verses, which, among other things, told: 
pfthe high price of hay in the preceding 
year, 1635. 

•* And the last summer, none deny it can. 
The beasts did suffer for the sin of man : '' 

Orasse was so short and small that it was told, . . . / 
Hey for foure pound a load was daily sold." 

The poem finished with the very 
rational assertion that -^ 

^ Each spectacle of death and funerall 
Puts thee and I in mind we must dye all." 

The recipe, the poetry, and the prayer^: 
were enclosed within broad brackets, on 
which, at regular distances from each 
other,, skulls^ skeletons, limb bone^^* 
crossed spades, and pickaxes, were repre^^ 
sented, jsurmounted by a coffin ati4 
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shroud. A more elaborate graphic eim-- 
bellishment appeared beneath the title; 
This exhibited the destroying angel ho« 
vering above London, which was repre* 
sented by the old St. Paul's Cathedral, 
and other churches. In the centre of 
the foreground. Death had taken hia 
stand. His menacing dart was displayed 
in one hand, the hour glass in the other. 
Widows and mothers praying over the 
graves of their husbands and children j 
the dead tilted cart, coffina, and other 
funereal emblem3» with the guards sta« 
tioned to repel infected persons, filled 
up the picture. 

Here Challoner found the obscurity he 
sought, and here he was content to re- 
main till his harassed mind should be in 
a fitter state to resolve what step it might 
next be his duty to take, for the preserv- 
ation cf his own life, and that of Emma. 
Of Albert he^ thought, or rather wished 
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to think, no more. Lowen was assiduous 
to soothe his guest by every means in his 
power, and devoted no small portion of 
Ms time to that object. 

When aged or elderly men meet, who 
have not often conversed together for 
nmny years, though diffei*ent their ha- 
bits and fortunes, their conversation is 
not a little interesting to each other. 
However wide the paths in which they 
have trodden^ there are some generd 
topics familiar to each, which must be 
forgotten or unknown to the greater 
portion of those with whom* they are 
constrained to associate. 

This was now experienced by Challo- 
tier« Frechided from seeking amusement 
alurQad, and incapable of relishing any 
v£ the trifling which commonly clalois 
that name, even if it could have been 
brought home, he still, in the midst of 
anxiety and bitter regret, could, lii^n 
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with more than content to the details in 
which the garrulous Lowen delighted to 
indulge. 

He loved to recount what came within 
the recc^lection of Challoner, and this 
done for a time, it was pleasant to him to 
•prove that his memory could outstrip 
that of his guest. The varieties which 
,he introduced were too numerous for 
description ; but whatever he might 
commence with, he always, by some 
means or other, arrived at a comparison 
of the past with the present, which nevei: 
'failed to be most disadvantageous to the 
latter. 

-' " At all events,'* said Challoner, one 
afternoon, when Lowen had reached. this 
conclusion, ** if I may judge from your 
report, the people generally, even those 
.who had no hereditary property to lose, 
:have not gained by the destruction o^ 
royalty.*' 
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* *« Gained I'* echoed the old man, 
c** marry, they have lost all. Mirth has 
become old-fashioned, and those who 
'Were once accustomed to glad the hearts 
of others, now appear, even where it is not 
so, sad themselves, that liberality may not 
be named ostentation, and invite plunder. 
The changes I have seen are melancholy. 
There was Charles Freeman, once so 
rich and gallant, is now little better than a 
beggar." 

^* Perhaps he still remains wealthy, 
though he seems poor.*' 

" No, it is not thus with him. He 
had the bad fortune to see much of his 
property consumed with his house ; but 
what most hastened his ruin was> his 
having so unwisely lent himself to ilfirf- 
dletores folly?'', 

« To what folly." 

" To Middleton's. - — Living so long 
from England, you seem marvellously 
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4tnnge to what is passing wifhiv it. 
Know you not that that childish schemer, 
Sir Hugh Middleton, undertook to bring 
water from Ware, by the cut which some 
name the New River ?*' 

" This I remember, having been pre* 
sent at the opening of it, at Islington, 
when there were grand doings." 

" Aye, marry, but there have been 
some sore hearts since, for the shares, for 
which people were so far gone as to give 
hot less than a hundred pounds a-piece, 
have since been accounted not worth 
more than five. For my own part, I 
always said that it would be so, but the 
giddy youngsters would not heed me. 
Old men, they think, know nothing. 
'They, forsooth, would have it that the 
hundred pound shares would come to be 
worth a hundred and fifty, and niore 
money. To mark the fooleries of some 
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oilculAtors! Nim th^ see who wm 
right'' 

Hevethe old manpansed to et^oy a 
laugh of exullaitioa at the sagadty be had 
(£splayed In perceivhig. that it was im* 
possible for jAarevibn Sir Hugh Middle^ 
taa^ andertakiiigt te be ever:wDrth the 
sttO) be bad naned^ not aiiticipating ibat 
a^ period would iarrive wfaea^eaoh. might 
be sold for twelve or tbiirf^een liioosand 
pounds. 

<« This Freecnttn,'' Loiweii resftimed, 
^ holdii^ many shsa^es in MtddJeteuifs 
SoXfyf or scheme fcr.bcbiging water to 
the Thames, was % Ma improvidence 
csast down: sin, thsi worldy as wds^ the no- 
table contriver: himseifi. Truly^ I am 
sorry for fireeman, for 1 had regaled at 
die expence <^hds uncle Ralph, when be 
was Lord Msyoat of Lfoodon, a&d whea 
matters^ I warrant ye^ wwe managed^ mjt 
aa now, but as they ought to be for ^ 
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public good, and the refectioD and 
entertainment of the people." 

*« You seem to turn to the mayoralty 
you mention with much satisfaction." 

<^ I do. O those were such days that 
to think of them gives.me a touch of 
youth again. Remember you the nigU^ 
pageant, when Sir Rsdph invited. the 
King and Queen, with all the masquecs 
of the Inns of Courts to a festival in Mer- 
chant Tailors' Hall." 

^* It lives in my recollection, for i 
being then but a youth, muoh.coVetedijto 
see it, but was denied on account of :tM 
vast crowd expected." *' 

» " Truly, it was a brave sight* First 
marched twenty footmen in scarletliviiries 
with silver lace, each one havinjg . his 
sWord by his side, a baton in one haod, 
and a torch lighted in the othen These 
were the marshal's men who cleared the 
streets. After them came Mr. Darrd> 
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the marshal, a most proper gentleman of 

Lincoln's Inn^ mounted on one of the 

Kkig^s best horses and richest saddles. 

His own habit was exceedingly rich; 

Beside his men of whom I spoke, he 

had two lackies who carried torches, and 

a page to bear his cloak. One hundred 

and twenty gentlemen from the Inns of 

Court, five from each house, all gallantly 

mounted on the best horses, and with 

the gia.yest and most costly trappings 

which the King's stables, and those dP all 

the iioUes in . town could afford. Their 

^dothes were covered with gold and silver 

lace, each had two lackies in brave 

liveries, carrying torches, besides a page 

to hold up their cloaks. The glittering 

of their apparel as they caught the 

light of the waving flames, with the 

prancing and sport of their mettled 

horses, added to their own goodly *ap- 

peadthce, made this a most glorious 

z 2 
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spectacle to, bel^ol^. Before it^ieiii, 'I 
should have told, went ^nore Ahui a 
dozen accomplished trampetecs, ia ^jom* 
ingiliver|BS." 

<< J . re^nemfaer hearing . imuch of. Urn 
masquers vdko > were >with tibesiv^tf 

f^ You speak, pexhaps, of Abe anti^iii9&- 
quers.** Hiese, a&er Ae goqqgepus train J 
have mf^tiooed had passed, on^ i^peared 
in the T^w% representing cripples, and 
m.ouQt6d on the leanest jades crf*!}K)rses, 
borrowed from those ^who had diet caorts, 
or who were pucveyovs to the dogs* 
These too ha^ tlioir music b8£3re them^ 
»ich as keys and ^ongs, choppers and 
n^rifowbones, with bells ai\d catties, all 
gkiying in concert. To the cripples 
succeeded meri on horseback^ playisg on 
whistles and instruments, fashioned to 
imitate the notes of a|l sorts c^ thirds. 
Tjie anti-mas^pie of. the birds came in 
their train. First, there vbm a^ittle boy 
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^fa^fted tNi^iz» hfj/ibusfi. An eugk kM 
ot£^ birds repreranted in* the sam^ vray 
^re liiar, and therfe^was Witii them a 
jBwroi^^ %hich it nian^ peFsoriatbd; thl^ 
wfts Wiir K^npei i?Hibi' ever and adtoi 
did scold most vefaemeiitly at the otMir 
Uuker&imoftiAtlirSf which drily si^dakenl 
in setUnn, bjr reks^ Mbat noA^ butth^ 
{>arrc^ ^te speWc in hatdite; Fwltoen 
w^ft^iwitfr'these, aiid jfiigesled the^h^r^ss 
tritbf gtnttedi^ l^t >tWicblMreti vi^hieh 
were nWf big libt lltlJei'^hdrild biB^Dvefl 
fifebrd«rtfj4»d sb' m^t^- e^n at t&% dk^ig 
t^e^'ttte i^bblv^, an^' the hdpes of theli* 
pmimi^ Miibiciaild t^ hok^baek 'Mi 
lo#6dy l^yiitk ttpdn ba^pij^s^ h^if- 
|)i]^ iilid btherrhotth^n'ttistirtniientsj ' to 
make kno^n tfeat tfaa pfc^dcstoiisr wfiich 
followed cable frbm that qdartk. Th^e 
w«ire ttlc^wibd ate^d«d wHh tdreh^bektt 
£^fs a^nd othiisirg. . . 

I 3 
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• •^Then came the diief loitkautsqud^ 
iM^liicfa was rich in witty satire* Thace 
was one who wore mrigSj wA being 
dressed in the semblance of a bkdt to 
laugh at him who bad ^d that mea. 
with proper aid might be taught to fly 
like birds, as well as to swim like fished^ 
But before him rode a fellow (»i a little 
horse, with a, great bit in Ms mmifii B^i^d 
another upon his head, also headstaUmd 
reins fastened. By this ^ was sigiufied ^ 
projector, who had entreated a patent £^ 
his bitSf with provision thatiione in the 
realm should ride but with Mch 9s^ 
undertook to provide. Th^n fMlowed 
another droll spectacle. This wasK^ile with 
a bunch qf carrots upon his l^ead^'and'a 
huge capon upon his fist, deiedbing a 
J^ojector who begged a patent of a»0fi0^ 
poly as the first inventor -of the art^td 
^ capons upon carrots, and tkif n0a# 
birt himself should enjoy tltet priviifiig^ 
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Ibrfthe next fourteen^; years then to ftn* 
sue. Another carried, a ^/one» sakl to be 
the 1 philosopher's stone, by which lie 
nuadesliow of turning a bar of iron into 
goid} and to him succeeded a projeetCM*^ 
who. exhibited a frtfing pan with young 
fowls therein, which he held over the 
amilitade of a fire, to hatch chickens 
withali thereby mocking a schemer, who 
said he hmi stolen from Egypt the rare 
art of producing fowls frpm eggs, witJv 
4>ut the maternal aid of hen#> ' 

<* This mixture of the splendid with 
tihe grotesque was not a little curious*" 

^< It was more $o than I can tell, fpr 
othe^lHPoJ^tors were laughed at with no 
ie93 bym@9r fuid waggery, thus mojslcing 
j|he yd}|i<7 of the idlers thei^ein imaged. 
Jut whi^iaU the prcjeetors wereJby gft^ 
t^cpicsmte «ix of ;tbe chigf mpkaans ifi 
the at^ of Ji^^en p?i§?te, cfe^^.bpijsg- 
Nefe. i4ieifjg:at^ii4edt.by tordi^earej;^ 
i4 
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iirho walked. Asa open spadoaa chariot 
oame next, drawn bjn six bmve hocsei^ 
wdth plumes < of featbers on: their headi^ 
imd haunches ) tfa^' coachnian and pm^ 
tilion being m rich antic liveries. In 
these WOTe JwCj Jmo^ Mur^ Varni^ 
Mercury^ ApoUOi and alioufe a dneeit goik 
and goddesses^ with many torch^bearers 
attending. Six more musidans,^ habited 
like those who^ went^ befi^ie tibe dkariot 
came after it. Another^ open cfaariM 
filled with pagan deities^'suooeeded^ ati* 
tendedas the formerone. These mu^cians 
weiBf6Bowed by other six^ all plftyteg 
mosfc melodiously as they wenfa** 

*«'Now came the first chari-ot of thfe 
grand masquers. Ihiswas onot s^large 
as those which went befdre>, but was 
most curiously carved and painted in 
the form of a Roman triumphant cap. 
Ttie seats in it were at the baek of the 
carriage and of a»*oval f<»rm, so that 
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tber^ was no precedence, and the faces 
of tall tkev^ seated might be seentoge^ 
ther. 'Its colours were^ silver and crimson^ 
^nd tl}9 very; wheels were of the same. 
It was drawn bjr four horses all ahreast 
^hicl^ were covered even to their heels 
with cloth of tissue of the colours of 
scarlet and- silver, with plumeef of white 
Others on their heads and baunches» 
The coachman's cap and feather, his 
long coat and very whip, were of the 
wme colours. This chariot and array 
had been given by lot to Gray's Inq; 
and it contained the four grand masters 
of the Inn. Their habits, doublets^ 
trunk-hiQse) and caps were of rich cloth 
of tiftsue, wrought thick with silver span^ 
g^s, SU , niore musicians followed this 
chariot, and after them came that which 
had fallen by lot to the Middle Temple* 
The colours of it were silver and blue. 
I 5 
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iliehoi^eiihd coachmen w^re ttl^li^e^ 
aiid te^^tbur 'inasqafers iirfere iitireci 'iSie 
sabS' as tKwe who' preceded^ ISottf par- 
ti^ bdbg kttendi^ bjr miiiyi; fiS^tmeh 
carjrying torches ind fta^e&ait. ^ Thie 
Miksquers of the Inri^f Teriifrtij; «^^ 
f^ntoln's Inn caine in the' m^ 
ime'i difiering only in i^ili^ thaf t))^ co* 
ioiirs ofthdr dre^s aid a^on^^ 
iioi the'sanie.^ " •■■.■"^■■^ -r ■•/{ ->:';ir.s «_;. 

** Though it was dM^ tatj^ti^ the 
many torches and flambeaui iKrhtbh weiir 
borne, made the istreets as lighti^m^ sis 
^noon day. How were the^ Wiiidb^s 
covered with gay spectatCKTs W afl^ag(» 
arti every qualityl ^ ^ea tik^kiitg aiid 
queen j^ed on the cav^cdSi l^om a 
window; and !aU se^maS 8ai},:*iH5^ 
march was stow ^ as t)^fhted irfch ^atfeli- 
ness, that it ended so soon. ' ^ : - ^-\j 

"Then was Queen Henrieitta^lfr 
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typarli^liRg bui( oio4e;st eyje^ ajad Jh§,^- 
^^|uifi|j^ .sy^]g|9$tE)r of her fjjrin, 4^4^g|| a 
Jiefir cha];m<t9) Jbe^Qfne^.. ^^^^ A^' 
■f^ei,iff'mS^.,,wh/^ $hf|,<and, he^ .jrjjjjr^ 
}m4. ,ii»A§pm ^ IV^OW, to the fftpiJ^ng 

and scenes from admired pl^p,pjr|^p^ed 
&r th^^rjjij^ejpt^pvi^e^^^^^^^ m^yTW^bole 

Hn4 spl^,i]jjre<j^OB^^i|djO)p ^iic^ P9J^^ 

tft b€v'^ H»ph,dwl tlje^ueen'i^M^si^ 

^0 % jflUl, Itl^e^ jBusi?,^ iHe Jsi}jgu|gj|^of 

ingenuity, had deyisfd,^^,|!ilj;e^ng, tiie 
^ayiinii^jw; tfy:pw^inl^ ^i^sc;,. whjicH had 



y Google 



19Q fmrnfcfi-m^nm. 

fii^st beennmng in i^tet^sam^ hail iSt&c 
the fmfor^ of Giay Pattftts Ms 5p^ so 
as ta make it fit^he then predeiat ;)^caf^iMi 
For as before it contained -the twHtte* -of 
the mcnareh in whose honoar it origi- 
mrted, I by a happy cjonceit -b^oiaght in 
that of the reigning sovereign, maMng 
it run • God saoe great €hai^i&s 0ur 
king*'' 

" That song,"- said Cfittltoner, iHth-a 
sigh, <* is indeed thrown i«ita disuse.^ For 
those who once gave it^thefc voicJesy now 
when they meet in exite, feelings moeh 
like the children of Israel in Bat^yloD^ 
are given to say as they did, or as tbdc 
words have been done into verse for 
them, by Sir John Sucklings -•-- 

* O no,, we have no voice aor hand 
For such a song in such a land.' 

But not to dwel^ on this theme,' what 
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jrdu liaye recalled was Jitsr^y ^tHled to 
that /pkoe which you. have given it in^ 
yotfr mamory/' 

<< Ifttrutfa, Master CbaUoneri 1*1 is most 
grievously revivsed by the sad changes 
which I have since witnessed. Little 
thought I that some who sung * God 
save king CharleSi' would afterwards ap* 
prove of sending him to the scaffold, or 
that she who seemed the Queen of Beauty 
ae well as of England, should so calamit- 
ously become a widowed fugitive. N,or dijl 
I judge that it would be mine to see any 
of the family of that same Sir Ralph Free- 
man come to decay as they have since 
done. Some there are, indeed, who de- 
clare that this he brought upon his fa- 
mily by paving the scullery of his house 
in Hertfordshire with stones taken from 
the graves of a neighbouring church- 
yard, where they had been fractured by 
accidents and time. Immediately after 
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thaty it is said his substance began to 
wither away ; but for the nephew, as I 
have recounted, he wais, questionless, 
ruined by that maddest of all mad un- 
dertakings, the fashioning of a New 

bjs. /:; '\u '':.::'•■•*. : •■ ,. ■. ■ :•• -. i < 

'-: )■ J^i'd ;■.■".;; ■-- :;;:: .:. \. ■ .j ." .- " • 
\^2L'^l:j% ■.••^ 1 ■ . :• ■■...•. 
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CHAP. Xl 

Sbe*d lever thousand ^et they did her Idkl, : 
Than force her such yile baseness undei|{o. 

Dr. H. Moee. 

It was not long before Robert returned 
to Brentford and found his ^Master. 
Challoner deemed it any thing but pru* 
dent to avail himself* of his services 
then. He retained him^ but wished 
him to reside at Hornsey, and to con* 
sider himself at the call of Lesley, and 
especially to be ready at all times when 
his attendance mi^t be useful to Les^ 
ley's new inmate. 

Robert brought intelligence tbi^tt the 
house of Lesley was all bustle and pr^K 
paration for a marriage, which he under- 
stood was on the point, of being celer 
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bratedi It gave Challoner some surprise 
to hear that the son of his old friend was 
about to marry the widow of a roundhead; 
but such matters were too common to 
excite much attention, and after the 
first news had moved him to mtbtite^tary 
wonder, he thought of it no more. 

While Lesley continued to pursue the 
widow Lee with successful cQurag4 
Celia enjoyed a respite frinri tho^e im^ 
portunities which had previoiisly anttoyed 
hen Johiison, in the first paroxysm of 
wrath and misery, consequent ujypn He*i* 
4'ietta's death, had executed his threats 
and given information to the gov^rnmetM^ 
of what had occurred; The following 
^ighfcsiiw Albert Removed from Enfield by 
a military escort, and codducfedio Lon^ 
Aokir whete he was instantly ; cotntoitted 
to^osexcmfinement . 

In the inidst of the anguish and re^ 
morse which the untimely fate of his 
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daughter caused Johnson to experience^ 
his nature was not so changed but the 
thirst for deadly vengeance still survived 
in his bosom, and he was in the higher 
degree exasperated, at learning that Chal* 
loo^r was no longer in custody^ When 
the Jieinams of Henrietta had been con«- 
feigoed to th^r last resting place, the 
enquiries in which he was obliged to 
assist tespecting Albert, and the anx«* 
iety which he felt to discover the re* 
tieiitof ChdUoner, left him little leisure 
mod: as litde iilclitiation to thinkof that 
union which he had once contemplated^ 
Me^deemedit essential to his safety that 
fa^ii Albert and Challoner should pay 
4^ iull Jpenalty of their oifending, but 
safety had now become but & secondary 
consideration with him, and he acted a& 
he dy, not ISO much in the hope of pre- 
serving his own life, as with a view to 
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gratify the master passion of his soul, 
Revenge. ^^ 

- 'It was judged politic by the govern^? 
ment to suffer as little as posable to 
transpire respecting the prisoner, who 
had been secured. They knew not how 
far Challoner was apprised of the fraud 
which had been used, and while he and 
'Bentley remained at large, they were 
anxious to guard against putting them in 
possession of any new information. Si 
was matter of notoriety, that Johnson 
had laboured to enthral certain traitors 
to the state, and that attempting to pre- 
vent the escape of one of them, his own 
daughter had perished. But the name 
.^f the prisoner was not told ; the exami* 
nations which followed were private, »nd 
It Was otily to the ear of Lesley that 
Jdhnsot^ confided the important secret, 
that -the traitor given up to justice wiw 
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To I^esley this might be confided with 
safety. About to marry the widow 
Lee, and having no wish to be excluded 
by bis attachment to royalty^ from the 
benefits which might in various ways 
grow out of his bdtig on good terms with 
ber wealthy friendd^ he was not inclined 
to^turb ChaUoner's opinion^ that At 
h&!t had acted with treachery and in- 
p'atitude* Though aware that the 
objectiond once urged to that match for 
his sister, which he had regarded as 
desirable, were completely at an end, in 
*3m present state of things he was^ not 
solidtous that the idea should be re- 
jrived. He, tiierefore, cared not to make 
Itnowfi any thing rei^ecting Albert, 
which should oiuJBe him to be regarded 
"with interest. Much rather would he 
haV^e^^ preferred, had Johiison been in the 
mood, '^at a deci^ve ^fort should be 
made to compel Celia to accept of bim 
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for her has&aod. But J<>faii9<H^ in the 
situation which we have dfeficribedj re^ 
mitted som)ething of hk ansiduity, vtt 
Lesley had nbt to learn that a benefit, in 
the matrimonial Way, Was not that wfaieb 
at all tisnfis and seasons would be» m&pe 
highly aj^Tciated froin its' beitlg.freeljr 
md liberally offered: He b^dides^ W&at^ 
ever impontahce he itiight attach to<teeiag 
hi^ sister weU settldd, cdtl^dereA it ad» 
Tisabtetopla}^ fais'otm game firsts atidT^frttt 
not.lilfely to lathis dn:dity for attothtet 
friake him at all fof getful of bknsfelf. 

His love^ which it is due to the di^ 
nity of his character tb state was fi&ted 
oil someUiing less peridhabfe th&fi beauty, 
preylailed^ and Mfs^Leein dutifui obet* 
di^nee to the stars Which) ais' she learnfe^ 
frdifc liiUy, wduld ha\*e it so^ after uf ter>* 
ii^ the usual nufif^biai' of inviting refusals; 
a>nse»ted stgiAfft to- b^eobie a wife. Their 
matrfaige w«s celebi^ftted with a miirtaffe 
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afvpucitanical solemmty and cavalierlike 
festivity. Emma, who was treated with 
great ^stinctioa by Lesley, as wdl as 
by the bride, to whom she had been in« 
tioduced, wad invited to assist on the 
oecasion. Had all bis invitations been 
acoeptqd, it might l>ave caused Lesley 
same surprise to mark the embarrass* 
meat><—tlie surprise -^ the terror, or the 
indigqation .with which some of his guests 
WHfldhaveregardedeachoitheryfor Johm 
son was ^so bidden to the fea^t ; but he 
waanot disposed tomingle in ^ch scenes^ 
and preferred, as Emma did, being ab^ 

To. her, Cdia Ited confided the history 
el*, the C0n4uct and designs of her bro* 
^r. At first 1^ .named not tbe indi^ 
vidual whcmi she had been required to 
taBV{ffj but, eventually) Johnson was mo- 
tioned, and this, in ccmnection with heir 
deso^iption of bis person, left on the 
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mind of Emma no doubt that it was 
her ancient enemy, to whom the c(M 
ealculating Lesley was disposed to $acii* 
fice his sister. . 

No middle course was taken by Em- 
ma on this discovery. She instantly 
counselled Celia to brave every possible 
evil, rather than become the wife of one 
whom she scrupled not to call a remorse* 
less murderer. This advice she supported 
by disclosures, which, if Celia had pie^ 
viously regarded him with love, instead 
of aversion, would not have failed to con- 
vert that love into horror. 

Though Johnson came not to the mar- 
riage feast, he called at Lesley's on the 
£^lowing day. He briefly apologised for 
bis previous absence, but remarked the 
presence of a mourner like himself, would 
ill have accorded with the general aspect 
of the festive scene. 

Celia^ who had been presieiit wlule he 
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made this effort at courtesy, immediately 
retired. Lesley called to Johnson that 
she fled to be pursued. Johnson affected 
not that youthful vivacity which would 
on such a hint have sought to overtake 
the retreating fair ; but as he was taking 
bis departure, after bidding Mr. and 
Mrs. Lesley farewell, he walked to an 
alcove in the front garden, to which he 
bad observed that she retreated, to ex- 
change the parting word with h^r. 
- " Farewell, young lady,** he said, 
throwing as much gravity into his man* 
ner as he knew how to assume. 

Celia rose with some surprise, at find- 
ing she had been followed, and answered 
the salutation, but by a slight inclina- 
tion of the head. Johnson, even in hil^ 
youth, was incapable of feeling anything 
entitled to the name of love, and the 
pursuits of avarice, ambition, and revenger, 
Jiad rarely left him at leisure to covet 
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beauty* But ^t this momeoi, ta.his 6ya> 
the embarrassment of Celia added . to ^tibft 
harmony of her featurea lui ex|»tfi8skil 
so touching, that neither the rage of a 
baffled schemer, »or the grief of the 
remorse -stricken father, cQuld pfei^eiit 
him from paying invokuit^ry homage -tQ 
the charms which asftcniished him^ amdfklC 
the first time he wished to. poesegs f<H; 
herself the lady he had been .MU^i^Wt 
to marry. 

" You appear diskurbed/' fee^ re- 
marked. 

" I am, Sir," was t^ reply. 

^* But I hope not offended/' 

<< Sir, I will be frank wiith.yaU;» I 
neither desired nor expected, to bei thitf 
followed — by you." 

<^Is there another, then, whose foUpw*- 
ing would please you?'' 

Gelia made no reply., 

«* It may be, yout:^ lady, that wher» 



y Google 



THB WITCH-FINDER. 193 

you would give an undue preference, 
the kind feeling is not responded to with 
appropriate gratitude/' 

^* Sir, I know not to what you allude, 
and pray that | may no longer detain 
you.** 

^* I would but whisper that I cherish 
hope the friend of your brother may 
yet look forward to console you for the: 
perfidious de£lertibn yoii. deplore.*^ ' 

Ready wrath on the itiatant suggested 
this falsehood, to requite the displeasure 
of which he perceived himself to be the 
object. 

** The friend of niy brother. Sir,*' 
Gelia returnred, ^* will receive from ray 
brother the attenti6ns to whidi he is en-/ 
titled.** 

^ And the 6ist|&r, I trust, will not long 
continue reluctant to add her- smiles to a^ 
brother's gratitude. Lady, I would not 
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use the gay delusive: language of a boy, 
but frankly I scruple notrto bifesithe.tb^ 
ardent wish that I may be hdn^ure^ 
with the name of your protecfccor. and 
husband/* 

*« The name of a protector^ Sir, I ab« 
hor ; and hujriiand, it 'may be well that 
you should know at once^ I neveir shall 
jpndinyou/* 

^« And why so determined, iaifoney^ 
> << Askm^^not'* i:. 

^< Wherefore ^ouWJntot -ask ?•• I 

^^ Because if I i^awer it truly, it wffl 
give you offence, and if untruly^ I mufit 
offend myself/* 

' ^< Then fearnot togive «iepainv Since 
ymir speech is resolute, and your toiie 
almost that of menace, accustomed as I 
am to cdurt knowledge of the^^rorst 
without itelay^.heed not my fedii^ 
irhilie you eKfnress yoitf own/* - 
• 17 
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f^Ski baviDgfaQBoaiiced my resolve^ 
yoa lOight spare me the necessity of 
ttttttig^ ML what that resolve is Ibiinde4i" 
^ :^< It is mrat important that I should 
know it. Informed of that, if I am not 
already what:youi. would have in your 
fiitiir«lAr4: I^may know how to become 
that whteb you would req|iirev'' ^ -y 

" That can never be, Sir,'^ cried Celi^ 
incapable pf[langer concealing the 4ndig« 
nation and disgust inspii^ by {its pre* 
sence. r <f ;l^eyer,":She addedi raising her 
y^e> ^^ even if the murderer x^ould 
«^aah :ifr<^m hi& hmd^i^h^ ijupfocent Uoo^ 
which now defiles them." .;^ . 

' : While speal^ia^^ she darted irpm the 
a]leove.ai^.^e.i!entei!e^vthehQuse« ; «^h% 
Bo«i uttwfy C9»f9ui>dywl by ter. d^pprt^ 
mcait 4iiid apeechi wanted woids to r#- 
ply^iiatd vfljbe given him the^^i^ppcxttiifiity. 
He had just.|nreseiiiae of mkid enough; tp 
resolve on retreatin]^ if possible^ without 
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being seen by Lesley in his then agitated 
state. He had passed from the gate» when 
his eye glanced involuntarily at the apari- 
ipent which he knew to be the chamber 
pf Celia. vThere he saw what explained 
sufficiently. He saw the sister of Lesley^ 
half-fainting, recline on the bosom of 
Emma, whose person, as she opened the 
casement to give her friend air, he 
distinctly recognised. Could he have 
doubted, suspicion would have hem re-« 
solved into certainty, by the sudden 
emotion of which his presence was the 
cause, when he was seen by Emma. He 
was now satisfied that Celia waa well in* 
formed of his history^ and those alarms 
which had been suspended for a season, 
returned. He recalled the reasons which 
had formerly moved him to seek the 
life of Emma, and with anguish re- 
membered that the bloody bond might 
still be forthcoming. 
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la one respect, the marriage of Lesley 
seemed likely to prove a benefit to 
Ghalloner. It was well known that the 
widow Lee was rich, and Challoner 
concluded that Lesley would now be 
in. a state to return the whole or a 
part of the sumi formerly lent to him. 
To name ibis, and at the same time to 
ascertain from Emma herself that h^r 
present sittlatiofi was riot less comfortable 
than he lioped, he ventured to Horn- 
sey a few weeks after the nuptials. It 
was night when he reached the resfi*' 
dpnce Q^ *thc Lesleys, and he had the 
vexation^ to l^arn that the newly-mar^ 
ried couple were on a visit at Croydon, 
where tspmc;^ of the lady's relations hjad 
invited them. 

From Emma he heard, with infinite 
pain, that her new retreat was no longer 
a secret to Johnson. Challoner was hor- 
ror-struck at learning his designs, upon 
K 3 
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Celia.' lie coidd iiot biit feel all the 
melancholy peccdiaritie^ of bts^itttation, 
when he teflected with what ease arid 
satisfaction lie might Hwid protected the 
persecuted friends, but foi* the^fiilsehood 
of Albert. Tears of bitter mortiiicatioo 
dimmed his eyes as the thotrght came 
over him. But what to do in the pre- 
sent case was the comider^tiiori to which 
he directed his tnind. 'He d^efmitied^ 
on solicitihg Lowen, to ' 'enquire for 
s6me retirement where that concealment 
might be obtained which hsid been sought 
in vain at Lesley's, and where from the 
intimacy which he found^ subsMed be- 
tween Johnson and Lesley; ilie object 
of his care was e^tposiedtd'^very dan- 
ger from which it had beeii^is endea- 
vour to ^ave her. 

When he departed, Robert attended 
him to point out the nearest way to 
Higbgatei Not wishing to disclose, even 
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to faim, all the imxkty wfakh preyed 
on fak vitalflii he. eaquijped^ with some^ 
tbiag lijce an air . of cbeerfulneaBy how 
Mr. and Mrs. Lesley seemed^ 

" O, bravely I" was the aqswer^ " but 
the Iflkdy iiQmplluiM:Qf:a sick headwache/' 

<< From t)ie msDner io which you 
speaki I coUect that you do not think 
the complaint you have mentioned other 
than a symptom peculiar to the lady's 
new situation/^ 

*' You read me wrong ^ £>r once» for 
when she was a widow» I aoLwell assured, 
her sufferings were the samei > The fact 
iSy while the gratleman is counting the 
money, the lady consoles herself with a 
flask of malmsey, or so/' 

<< Hushi Robert! 3^u^ surely do not 
mean to say that she drinks more than is 
fitting/' 

<< That her doctor must decide i but 
^he sometimes gets confoundedly drunk.'' 

K 4 
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" You surely mistake !*^ 

** No, indeed, but it is quite edifying 
to see her at such times, or to hear her, 
I ought to say/* 

" Edifying r 

*< O, the liquor makes her a miracle of 
piety; and not content with being sa 
herself, she advises all wha come near to 
imitate her example/^ 

^* By drinking as she does ?**' 

" No J by praying. — Tou should have 
heard how devout she was last Monday* 
' Robert/ said she* * Madam/ said I. 
* Praise God/ said she. ^ I do, Madam/ 
said I. * You have a good master,' said 
she — *I know it,* said L 'H^isan 
excellent man,* said «he — * Very true, 
Madam,* said L < Pray to God for him,* 
said she^^* By all means,* said I. ^ And 
be a good, trusty, and loving servant^* 
said she— * So I will/ said I. * And 
praise the Lord for all his metcies,' md. 
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she, taking hold of my hand, and squeez- 
ing three of my fingers almost off — * I 
am going,' said I ; and in spite of her 
endeavours to make me hear another ser- 
mon, I left the room, but she kept on 
praying and singing, and calling out for 
you, for me, and for Lesley, till she fell 



Challoher did not feel at all more 
reconciled to leaving Emma at Lesley's 
by what he had just heard. His uneasi- 
ness 'was heightened when Robert in. 
formed him that watching, as he had 
frequently done, at a late hour, he had 
more than once seen another person who 
was evidently doing the same. 

While he spoke, he turned round, and 
first he, and then Challoner, perceived a 
man, who appeared to observe them. 
They were now entering Highgate. 
Challoner directed Robert to go one 
way, while he turned off in another 
K 5 
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direction. This wad instaintly d<me# 
Robert made a little circuit, and returned 
to Hornsey. Challonfer rode off by the 
way he came. He often looked behind, 
but saw' no one whom he could suspect 
of designedly following him, and he mudi 
doubted whether the person seen by him 
and Robert had any such object in view. 
Two days afterwards, having heard 
that Lesley had returned, he repeated 
his visit; Nothing had occurred to alter 
his view of what was necessary to be done j 
and having caused Lowen to make those 
enquiries which be had wished should be 
set on foot, money was indispensable to 
carry into effect the measures whieh he 
judged it necessary to adopt. To return 
to Redburn, as bis house had :been 
entered, and was still occupied by the 
emissaries of Johnson, or rather of the 
government, was that which he could not 
venture upon* He^ therefore, foun4 it 
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' necessary to eril on Lesley^ for the re*im- 
bursement of the sum lent to him. He 
had scarcely glanced at the subject, when 
payment of the thousand pounds was 
ofiered. The insinuations of Johnson 
had inspired Lesley with a belief that it 
-would be prudent to doseall transactions 
of a pecuniary character with Challoner, 
preparatory to dropping the connection 
aitogethert 

The money was accordingly paid^ and, 
as thanks cost nothing, paid with a pro- 
fusion of acknowledgments* ChaUoner 
was glad to stop these, but was a little 
surprised at the prudence of Lesley, 
> when he found himself required to put 
his signature to the following form of a 
receipt, and heard two neighbours sent 
for, to subscribe to it as^ witnesses. 

« Hornsey, Feb. 12, 1659-60. 
<' Received of Mr. Charles Lesley, the sum 
of one thourand pounds, in discharge of all bonds 
K 6 
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and bills, and reckonings whatspeveri from the be- 
ginning of the world to this day, — the day and 
year above written. 

« I say received by me, 
" Witnesses," 

This instance of prudence on the part 
of Lesley surprised Challoner, as no do- 
cument was in existence which recorded 
the advance of the money. He objected 
to sign it in the presence of witnesses. 
Lesley assured him that the parties sent 
for were persons who knew nothing of 
what was passing, and were totally unac- 
quainted with his name, as weU as with 
the reward which had been offered for his 
apprehension. : Challoner reminded him 
that no similar formality had formerly 
been deemetd necessary, when the money 
was borrowed, and Lesley eventually so 
far relaxed, as to be content that the 
receipt should be witnessed but by Emma 
md his sifter. This matter arranged, 
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Cballoner returned to the Three Rgeons> 
without remarking anything to awaken 
suspicion on the way. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Decker wtqIjQ^ ^ If this be not a good play, the Devil is in 
it '* At the close of the drama the king is informed of the 
infernal character of the person who had giyen him bad 
adrice, and is saved by repentance; but the others are 
carried to hell, which is then displayed to the spectators. 
Ravaillac and Ghiy Faux are introduced, undergoing 
torments. 

BOSWELL. 

The recognition of Emma threw John- 
son's mind back on a chaos of desperate 
and revengeful thoughts. Reflection sug- 
gested that Emma could only have been 
placed under Lesley's roof by the inter- 
ference of Challoner, and as this belief 
was strengthened by every circumstance 
which he could recal of late occurrence, 
he was satisfied that Challoner himself 
could not be far off. If he did not 



y Google 



THE WITC»-FIND£B^ 207 

apply to Lesley for precise infarmation 
on this subject, it was not because he 
was convinced that the untractable virtue 
of his friend would spurn at the base idea 
of giving it ; but because, aware of the 
prc^ound dissimulation of which Lesley 
was capable, and not knowing which 
way he might be of opinion, it was his 
interest to incline, he was fearfiil of being 
misled. He determined on watching 
the approaches to Lesley's house by him- 
self, or by aix agent of approved vigi- 
lance. It was Johnson who had followed 
Challoner on the night when Robert 
accompanied him to Higbgate. Johnson 
suspected that he at last saw the party 
for whom he waited, and never lost sight 
of Challoner till he reached Brentford. 
There he suddenly missed his man. Chal- 
loner had passed into the inn, but not by 
the usua] entrance. Johnson was baffled, 
but, suspecting that he had stopped there. 
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he made some enquiries, and, finding 
that the inn was kept by Lowen, who 
was a royalist, and with whom he knew 
Challoner to have formerly had some 
acquaintance, scarcely a doubt remained 
on his mind that it was there, Challoner 
had taken up his residence. 

He now took care to] plant his spies at 
Brentford. Some days passed without 
any discovery being made. He was be- 
ginning to doubt the conclusion to which 
he had come, when he received intelli- 
gence, from one of his ^ scouts, that a 
person like Challoner had been seen to 
leave the house of Lowen. This news 
was carried to him at Enfield, and on the 
instant he mounted his horse, and pro- 
ceeded, with all speed, to Brentford. 
There he had the satisfaction to know 
that the party suspected had not returned. 
He had not long been in Brentfc»:d when 
the man who had been stationed in the 
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.neighbourhood of Levey's house came, 
breathless from the exertions he had 
made, to announce that a horseman who 
dismounted at Higbgate, had been 
dogged to Lesley's, Johnson compared 
the periods of the reported departure 
and arrival, and thence inferred that 
Challoner had again visited Homsey. 

His resolution was soon formed* He 
went to the Three Pigeons, and de- 
manding a lodging, sat down with a view 
of engaging the landlord in conversation, 
and of watching till Challoner should 
return, or till something should transpire 
which might regulate his proceedings. 
He had been there but a short time, when 
a noise at the back part of the house 
attracted his attention. To this he lis- 
tened with interest, as it promised some- 
thing of importance. He heard the 
veteran repelling an intruder, who 
wished to force himself up a back stair- 
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cas^, fbr the purpose of showiiig a com* 
panidn what he ealled the sadred rooiB» 
LoAvenf insisted that he<should not pass 
that way> as the key of the room whi<?h 
he dfesired to see was lidt at hand, and 
bed would do more good than anything 
there to be found. 

"The plague light Oii you I*' cried 
James Thor|)e, for he it wad who on this 
occasion had made one of his rambles to 
the hotiSe of the player- j ^ why are you 
grown so cautious on a sudden P I would 
wager A trifle that you h&ve something 
vefy choice locked up, I hope you 
have got no" wench prisoner there to 
mortify you by calling fbrth antediluvian 
recollections^ and engaged to you by a 
duplicate of the French Marquis's bond 
of constancy.** 

" All's one for that,** cried Lowen, 
using the language &£ Fabtqff, to ter« 
minate the converss^n, and James^ after 
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indulging in a few iwitering remariks, 
gave up the point and retreated. 

It was now ten o'clock. Johnson was 
sitting alone, when Lowen entered, and 
gently hinted that all besidea were in 
bed, and that the drawer was ready to 
show him to his chamber.. 

^ But I/' replied Johnson^ ^ late aa it 
is, look for an arrival to-night/' 

<^ Whatt here !'' the old mantexclaimec^ 
Willi unfeigned surprise. 

" Even so. I look for the coming of 
Challoner.'V 

Lowen drew back with increased 
amaz^nent, but spoke not. 

<<I commend your prudence/' said 
Johnson, <* as I £d lately, when you 
r^elled the hot-headed gallant, who 
would fain have penetrated where he had 
no claim to enter. You se^'* added the 
crafty Johnson, who perceived £rom the 
mannet of the other that he was sup* 
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posed to know more of his internal ar- 
rangements than he did, << I am in the 
secret." 

•• I know aot what secret you mean," 
Lowen replied. 

"Then I will tell you. Your old 
friend Challonef, and my old friend also^ 
whom I teave left at Horasey^ has pro- 
mised to rejoin me here to-night* This 
J should not have told aloud but that 
there is no one by j but knowing yoii to 
be discreet and trust-Worthy, my object 
in coming hither need be ti6 secret to 
you, though while other guests w'ere 
within hearing I cared Hot to make my« 
self known." 

"Nay, my master/* Lowen replied, 
completely thrown off his guard by the 
praises he had received, and the air of 
caution worn by Johnson, ** since you 
are Mr. Challoner's friend, though all 
may be safe here, perhaps it will be as 
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well that you should abide his coining in 
that said chamber, which I would in no 
wise permit the young mad-cap to eriter.^' 
To tliis Johnson at once consented. 
He had now so far succeeded as to have 
ascertained beyond doubt that the party 
be sought was really expected. The 
next thing was to amuse the innkeeper, 
and guard against Challoner being in*, 
formed, when about to enter, that any 
one awaited his return. This was easily 
accomplished. Affecting great anxiety 
for concealment, on account of Chal* 
loner, he desired that not e^en the 
drawer, or whoever might sit up for 
him, should know any person had 
sought him, lest detection should follow. 
Lowen, with a look of infinite intel- 
ligence, promised secresy, and they as*. 
c^nded to the chamber of whlcii ChaU 
loner had been for some time the 
inhabitant. 
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Johnson ^^arted with indignation and 
abhorrdnce as.heentei^ed it» at witoessk 
ing the theatrioil decorations which ap^ 
peared on the walls. Though feelings 
other than those which animated the 
gr^at body of the Puritans had induced 
him to join the desperadoes, with whom, 
at various periods of his life, he had been 
associated; he had ironceived with them, 
a very sincere and fervent hatred for 
playhouse exhijbitioiisv This, at the pre« 
sent moment, made him almbst forget 
^e part whiph be .had to act 

f^Have you the daring,' - he sternly 
demanded, ^Uo preserve such an abo* 
minable coUecticKCi of damnable devices 
as this?*' 

I^wen doubted not but the gravity of 
Johnson was assumed in demiorn.of the 
^al of the roundheads; against plays,, 
and considered the question .as to his 
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daring to be complimentary to his 
cQun^e. He accordingly ri^ed ;f-r 

I* In trathy I have dared through good 
report and through evil report^ to pre^ 
serve these semblances of the friwds 
wkb whom I once made merry, and of 
the: scenes in ^ which I was judged an inn 
diffiarently good aotor^ ere time and. 
^ltc»red circumstances had aniiUiUated or 
proscribed them, That,^' said be, *^ is ^ 
{HCture from one of th^ Comiah {i^ces^ 
called Guafi/*miraele :fiays^ Inhere yoi* 
behold the creattion^^of the world* with 
the angels kidding thie clay of which 
iDan should he tioad^f IThtgn there isi^ 
picture from the comedy of old JFobn 
Hoker, named * ThePiscator or fheFishfr 
cat^^* mhich wps played o?u:e when I 
was very young, NextKto> th^t^ is a, 
group fromM^e Hfildigo&se C&iife,' which 
play i And Taylor piihU^d of latft 
years, * for the public benefit of all the 
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iagenious, and private emolument of we/ 
the furnishers (^ the same.' " 

** And does Challoner while hefe/* 
enquired Johnson, ^< ever look on these 
representations ?'* 

" Very often. In his younger day, 
when I first kneiv him, he much frer 
quented the Glob^e, and some of these 
right pleasantly recal what he formerly 
laved to see. The large coloured draw- 
ing over the chimney he has often ga^ed 
on with much attention/' 

" And to what does that refer ?** John^ 
son enquired, his eyes glistening with 
wrath ; << as elsewhere you have a show of 
the doings in heaven, here seems to be 
a fiery representation of hell.'' 

<< And so it is, as you correctly judge, 
from the words thereon inscribed, and 
the gunpowder squibs which you see ex* 
ploding all around^ That was a much 
admired part of Dekker's funny comedy, 
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*If this be not a good play the divel is 
In it,' and accordingly there you see the 
^ivel and his angels torturing most de- 
i3erredly the French traitor Raoaillac ; 
and a villain of our own, Guy Ftmkes^ 
or John Johnson as he called himself at 
•first till the truth was racked out of 
him/' . 

*^ Fawkes Johnson 1" exclaimed the vi- 
isitor, while his eyes glistened with ill- 
dissembled fury. 

"The same. I isee your blood boils 
at the recollection of the miscreant. Oh, 
it :wa8 accounted droll to hpar how the 
fiends beset that wretch ! You perhaps 
remember it.** ' . 

** Not I," said Johnson, who recollect- 
ing deceit was necessary, covered; his 
face, and was silent. 

*f I wonder at that, for it was a plea* 
sant affidr, partly taken from the marriage 
lof Bel^^MegOT. It was funny to see Pluto 
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send his devils on earth, and droll to 
behold, when there, how they corrupted 
the inmates of a convent, and also a king. 
But the best was the skippings of JRat^o- 
ittac^ and the witty jokes thrown at that 
vile rogue Gut/ Fawkes, into whose lan- 
tern they put a squib, which bounced in 
his face. The fire then thrown about, 
made a most dazzling show, without 
the aid of any of the foolish pictorial 
contrivances which afterwards were 
adopted in * The Temple of Love,' and 
of late fantastically renewed in Alders- 
gate Street* Such were not wanting 
then to make the quick-witted people 
know where Gui/ Fawkes was." 

Johnson looked at Lowen, but feared 
to utter one word lest to conceal the 
emotion which racked him should be 
impossible. 

<^ Now,** continued Lowen, " in our 
time such warning, «uch instructing 
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dramas may not be» ir<4p dr^ad, no 
doubt, that crime should Jbe rendered 
odious, and future Guv; Fawkeses be 
deterred. First, they deny us to act on 
a Sunday, and then, though the auditory 
wereaccustomed, as surely was but fitting, 
to be all dismissed before sun-set, they 
put down acting altogether." 

Johnson answered but by an involun- 
tary aigh^ 

Lowen proceeded. " I marvel not at 
your distress to think of these things, 
and see what mischief comes of not being 
thus occupied during the day. Well 
was it asked by Richard Perkins, in his 
pretty verses to his loving friend and 
fellow Thomas Heywood, when his apo* 
logy for actors was first done, well, -—^ 
I say was it asked, — 

* Thou that do'st raile at me for sedng a play, 
How would'st thou have me spend my idle hours ? 

Would'st have me in a tavern drink all day ? 

Melt IQ the ninnes heate ? or walk out in showers ?' 
L 2 
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* Gape at the Lottery from morn, till even» 
To heare whose mottoes, blanks have, and who prizes? 

To hazard all at dice (chance six or seven ?) 
To card? or bawle ? my honour this despises.' " 

I deem it the sure mark of oppression 
when the drama is not upheld. It has 
ever been countenanced by good sove- 
reigns. 

^* It was favoured by Nero," Johnson 
remarked, *' and some have thought it 
was not the least of his cruelties that he 
compelled his reluctant subjects to wit- 
ness play-acting, when be himself went 
on the stage.'* 

" Then, if favoured even by Nero, 
how much more abominable than the 
worst of tyrants are our present gover- 
nors?" 

*< But holy men have deemed stage 
playing wrong from the lewd scenes 
brought forth. I heed such matters 
little; but plays encourage disobedient 
children, especially of the female sort. 
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thuB going against the doctrine of St. 
Ambrose, who, treating of the marriage, 
of Rebecca says, * a woman should give 
uiito her parents the choice of her hus- 
band, lest she be reputed too malapert, 
and wanton if she take upon her to make 
her own choice, for she must rather seem 
to be desired by a man than to desire a 
man herself j* and Erasmus, who favoured 
mirth, objects to a woman being a wooer 
or wooess." 

« Now you mock the Puritans,'* cried 
Lowen, and believing this to be intended, 
he resumed his defence of the stage, 
which he wound up with four lines taken 
from another laudatory poem. 

* A play's a true transparent crystal mirror. 

To show good minds their mirth, the bad their terror ; 

And when a play nips Satan by the nose. 

Straight all his yassals are the actors foes.' ** 

Suppressing the bitter indignation 
L 3 
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which rankled at his heart, Johnson 
dared not trust himself to comment on 
what had fallen from Lowen, but when 
he found the old man had paused^ to 
conceal his agitation he seemed intent 
on a paper which s^peared in a different 
part of the room from that to which hii» 
attention had previodsly been directed. 

" And is that/' be demanded^ " a pl^- 
acting matter which is^ set forth like the 
account of a merchant ?'* 

Lowen replied^ with a laugh, « No» 
but it is a right good g^me» once upon 
a time played off when the king was 
alive J and BUI Grimp was one of the 
keepers of the elephant caught in Mo- 
rocco, and forwarded from Spain for his 
majesty's pleasure* It was then that I, 
consorting with the sottish knaves who 
tended the beast, furnished the items 
for this same paper.** 
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Johnson, though he had pointed to 
that of which Lowen was now giving 
the history, had no curiosity on the sub- 
ject, and paid little or no attention; 
while the veteran supposing the jest 
would be as good to hear as it was to 
recollect) proceeded to read as foU 
lows:— 

" A brief note of what the charge is 
of the elephant and his keeper ip the 
year* 

3B0 s. dm 
Feeding for the elephant 10^, 

per day is per annum 182 

To the two Spaniards that 

keep him, 20^, per week 52 
To the two Englishmen, his 

keepers, 16^. per week 41 12 



Sunkma per annum 275 12 

L 4 
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Besides his keepera affirm that from 
the month of September until April he 
must drink no water but all, wine, and 
from April until September he must have 
a gallon of wine a day.** 

-As the reading proceeded, Johnson 
became more attentive. It in some mea* 
sure withdrew his thoughts from the 
subjects which had previously .engaged 
them, and he remarked — « 

" I remember the finding of that paper 
when the king was driven away, and the 
anger which this luxurious folly caused 
on its being generally made known to 
the people.*- - 

, "It was a sore grievance to me that 
the allowance of wine was stopped^^* said 
Lowen, " for it pleasured me and the 
knaves, my accomplices; but for the 
;poor , elephant, little wine ever fell to 
his share, for both Spaniards and Eng- 
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Ksh agreed that water would best suit 
his condition, though he had the credit 
of drinking all/' > 

**, But though tJie luxury was not with 
the elephant, the waste was with the 
court.** 

" Nay, my worthy Sir, the waste was 
to nourish divers poor subjects, myself 
for one, and Grimp being son-in-law 
to Tom Dixon, was thus consoled for 
the wrong which he considered me to 
have done him and his father by get- 
ting the licence stayed which King James 
had granted to him and others to build 
an amphitheatre with powers for acting, 
which would much have interfered with 
the licence granted to Dick Burbage, 
myself, and others, to act plays and in- 
terludes, save in plague time, and even 
then when th^ deaths exceeded not fifty 
by the week.*** 

* See Appendix. 
L 5 
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** Your memory serves you well in 
matters of this sort/' 

"Not so well as it did, but there are 
many things which are now deemed rare 
from the lapse of years, which still live in 
my memory. They are revived by the 
doings which begin to be resumed at the 
Red Bull, and lead me often to mourn 
the death of the good King Charles/* 

" Yet even in his day I remember the 
actors of that very place being called to 
an account by the attorney-general, for 
reflections oil the Proctors.'^ 

" O, I remember ! That was about 
the — I forget the name of the play.— 
The Jade — or the Madam * new vamped.* 
Exceptions were taken to this, — that on 
one of the persons in the play mention- 
ing the then new duty on wines, a jus- 
tice of peace said to Cane, « Sirrah, I will 
have you before the alderman ;* whereto 
Cane answered, < The alderman I a base 
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sottish knave, I cafe not for the aldex- 
derinan~-I say that the alderman is a 
base, drunken, sottish knave !' * How 
now, Sirrah,?' proceeded the dialogue, 
* what alderman do you speak of?* < I 
mean Alderman the blacksmith, in HoU 
born,' was answered. ' Is not he a vinti. 
ner ?* was thereupon asked. * I know no 
other,' was the reply." 

«* This touched not upon the proctors^ 
and cannot be the same of which I made 
mention/' 

^*Nay, but it is; for at the self-same 
time the Red Bull fellows were accused 
of reflecting on the aldermen pf London^ 
and on the profession of proctors* The cj^ 
ceptions taken set forth that in anotiiier part 
of the comedy I mentioned, one of the 
characters said * he had got a patent' for 
twelvepence a piece upon evety procter. 
and proctor's man that was not a knave Jf 
Says another upon that, * Did you ever 
L 6 
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know a proctor that was not an arrant 
knave?* and this was the matter of com^ 
plaint.** 

" You have store of -iaformation/' 
Johnson remarked. ** Challoner, in bis 
retirement, must be much edified by your 
histories of stage playing.*' 

" Questionless he is; for he can un- 
derstand how useful the stage has been 
to protect public morals. Nottogoufrom 
home, at Lynn in Norfolk, but a few 
years since, the then Earl of Sussex's 
players acting the history of « Friar Fran- 
cis,* and presenting a woman who had 
murdered her husband, that she might 
the more securely associate with a young 
gentleman, a wife of the town suddenly 
screeched out f O Usee my first husband's 
ghost !* Enquiry thence arose, and she 
confessed to have murdered her former 
lord, and was biimt accordingly. A si-v 
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milar discovery was made at Amsterdam^ 
in Holland, through the doings of Eng- 
lish players, who were presenting the last 
part of < The Four Sons of Ayrmm* 
Where the labourers drive a nail into 
the skull of the sleeping BenaJdo^ a wo- 
man confessed to have done the same 
by her husband, and was presently con- 
victed thereof/' 

**0, no doubt, the stage can bring 
about wonders/* 

*' But the advantage of it is, that it 
holds forth the good to be imitated, the 
wicked, as in the case of Ravaillac, that 
pestilent villain, and Guy Fawkes, to 
execration. And to prove the impression 
which these make, Challoner, your friend> 
confessed when he first looked on the 
drawing which you behold there, that 
he had never forgotten how the wretch 
John Johnson, — Guy Fawkes, I meaoi, 
appeared as then represented among the 
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players. After this, may I not say in the 
language of Shirley to the foe of acting, 

' Look, here thou that hast malice to the stage. 
And impudence enough for the whole age. 
Voluminously ignorant, be vexed ^ " 

Johnson still listened, when a whistle 
without announced that some one had 
been seen to enter. He heard the move- 
ment of cautiously retreating steps, and 
rushing to the door, perceived Challo* 
ner, who listening before he advanced 
to his room, had ascertained that a new 
guest awaited his return* He had reached 
the yard of the inn, when Johnson coming 
up with him, called upon him to surrender* 
«* Never, while I have life," was the 
reply, at the same moment opposing his 
drawn weapon to the further progress 
of his pursuer. But a violent blow on the 
sword arm from one who approached 
behind rendered him incapable of re* 
sistance, and he was instantly secured* 
15 
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CHAP. XII. 

Shall kindred souls forego their social claim ? 
Launched in the vast abyss of space and dme, 
Shall dark suspicion quench the generous flame ? 

Shenstone. 

Forced into a coach, Cballoner was 
hurried he knew not whither, and after 
a journey of more than an hour's duration, 
comlucted into a small prison-like apart- 
ment, and left to himself. His mind 
was not disturbed by any hope of escape, 
or by any expectation of mercy. Assured 
that conviction must promptly ensue, he 
regarded his course as closed, and pre* 
pared to meet with calmness that fate 
which he believed to be inevitable. 

To die in the cause of his king he 
could not persuade himself would be re- 
garded as a disgrace, and the loss of 
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life, from all that he had known of it, 
he could not regard with very painful 
feelings. But when he remembered the 
situation of Emma, and reflected that 
the ruin brought upon himself, and the 
misery to which she was exposed, re- 
sulted from the perfidy of Albert, he 
sighed for the supposed depravity of that 
individual with affliction of heart. 

Had his mind been less made up to 
the consequences of failure, he would 
not have remained long in a state of 
suspense. A very summary course was 
adopted. To avoid the delays, impedi* 
ments, and formalities of a trial for high 
treason, he was handed over to a mili- 
tary tribunal to be dealt with as a spy. ^ 

He appeared before the Board, which 
assembled to try, or more properly speak- 
ing, to condemn him. His defebce was 
rather a vindication of his principles than 
a reply to the charge preferred agi^BSt 
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him. It of course availed him nothing, 
and the unanimous opinion of the officers 
who sat on this occasion pronounced 
against him, and he was sentenced to 
" be shot to death." 

He returned to his prison. Here h^ 
was soon provided with a companion, 
doomed to the same fate. — It was Al- 
bert. 

Challoner being taken, it was unneces^ 
sary longer to delay bringing the younger 
prisoner to trial. Before the final deci-^ 
sion of the council had been giveii, it 
was judged prudent to keep them sepa- 
rate; but now the ingenious cruelty of 
Johnson procured that they should be 
brought together. 

Albert looked abashed as he ap- 
proached his former friend. He saw 
indignation strongly imprinted on the 
countenanpe of Challoner, and not for 
^ moment arraigning the just^ce^ of his 
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resentment, he knelt before him, and irn* 
plored forgiveness. 

" May God forgive you ! " was the only 
reply of Challoner. 

" And may I — may I not hope. Sir/' 
cried Albert, " that my last moments will 
be solated by the reflection that you 
can regard my errors ¥dth that forgive- 
ness which you scruple not to ask for 
them from the Deity ?*' 

" Your errors^ young man, to adopt 
the gentle speech which you use in de- 
scribing your misdeeds, are of the most 
aggravated character——*' 

" I ^umbly acknowledge it." 

" Are so fruitful of ruin, not only to 
me, but to others, that, frail as I am, 
I know not but professing to forgive I 
should speak falsely, and promise what it 
is not in my power to perform.** 

'< Could years— could ages of bitter 
regret wash away or atone for my oflfenee. 
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my heart would experience some com- 
fort. Believe me, Sir, to have brought ruin 
on you afflicts me a thousand times more 
than the fate which awaits me. So you 
might pass uninjured, I would meet my 
fate with tranquillity, nay, with exult- 
ation. 

" This repentance does not ill become 
you. But when baseness has struck the 
murderous blow, the vain regrets which 
subsequently torture the mean criminal, 
though a part of the just punishment to 
which, by the will of Heaven, he is 
doomed, yield no atonement, and ought 
not to make his peace with the victim he 
has betrayed." 

*« These just, but severe reproaches, 
are not breathed in vain. The most 
excruciating bodily torture which human 
wrath has yet devised, would not shakq 
me so much* Bear with me a moment, 
while I explain the fatal accident.'' 
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. " The accident! — Peace, indurated 
wretch ! I can bear it no longer. Is iC 
not enough to have pei*fidiously laboured 
for the accomplishment of my destruction, 
but must I now, in the last hours of 
my existence, be mocked with the hypo- 
critical whining of a pusillanimous villain, 
who, while professing remorse, gives 
proof that his degenerate heart is too 
much debased even to comprehend the 
atrocity of the crime which secures his 
perdition ?*' 

« I came. Sir, prepared with all hutoi- 
lity to bend before your too well merited 
rebuke. But that you would thus spurn 
my supplication and despise ,my regret, I 
expected not.'* 

** Then you must have supposed me 
unacquainted with the extent of your 
perfidy and ingratitude." 

"Perfidy, Sir, and ingratitude, are 
crimes of wliicb I know but the. name,'* 



y Google 



THE WITCH-FlNDfiK. 237 

Albert replied, with more firmness than 
had previously marked his speech. *• Of 
these I am incapable. You cruelly wrong 
m^e. — But stay. — Oh, let me anew 
implore your forgiveness^ for I forget that 
as yet you are uninformed of the horrid 
frauds which have been practised. Pray 
you; Sir, pause. Reproach my weakness 
»— condemn my negligence, trample on 
me for my incapacity ; but, as you hope 
for mercy in another world, do me the 
justice to listen to me, and believe that 
you may, by possibility, have been duped, 
as well as he who unhappily marred 
your projects, but never, never, betrayed 
them.'' 

" What new conceit suggests itself?** 
' <* You have been foully deceived.'* * 

" I know it well, or we should not 
have met here." . , « 

" Not deceived by me. It may have 
been that Bentley has misled — *' 
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*^ Peace. If you are really to die with 
me, as a last request I would desire you 
not to aggravate your former baseness by 
new falsehoods, framed to asperse an 
honourable man. Bentley, I know, would 
not sin against truth/' 

*• But he h^ been deceived.'* 

" That cannot be. He himself over- 
heard you, while plotting his and my 
ruin.'* 

" It could not be^ for he knows me 
not." 

*^ Not know you !" 

" He has never seen me." 

" What monstrous folly is this ! Un- 
der his own hand I had the news of your 
arrival at Southgate; from his own lips 
I heard of your villanies." 
j. ** Give me your attention for one mo- 
ment. Bewildered as I am, I know not 
now to explain what chanced. On that 
miserable night when I left you at Red- 
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burn, I missed the road. Then I became, 
accidentally, as I believed, the companion 
of Johnson, and afterwards his prisoner. 
Bentley I never reached. 

« This must be false, for he had the 
letters and papers which I had furnished 
to you, and which no one but you could 
have placed in his hands/' 

" In this you err. From me, I ac- 
knowledge it with shame, they passed, 
but by me they were given to no one. 
My crime was this --^ after long jour- 
neying, I refused not proffered hospi- 
tality. I drank wine, suspecting not 
that my fellowrtraveller designed me 
wrong. Thus was an opiate administered, 
and, while I slept, with sorrow and deep 
remorse I own it, qay papers were stolen.*' 

" Do you speak truth ?'* 

" Alas ! that it should be truth. The 
papers thus procured, enabled an impostor 
to personate me, and by him you and 
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Beiitley were deceived, while I reBiaioed 
a prisoner." 

Could I believe this I were happy. 
But, after what I have heard respecting 
you, I suspect your tale to be (framed 
for what purpose I know not) but a new 
effort at fraud." 

Albert was about to reply, when the 
door of their prison opened, and one 
whom Albert recollected as a member of 
the council entered. 

" Secure the door without," was his 
command to the attendant- jailor. << I 
shall knock when I would, go forth. 
Can you recognise me?" he demanded, 
approaching Challoner. 

Challoner perceived it was Lord Fair- 
fax, but he had scarcely answered the 
question of the nobleman, when the lat- 
ter proceeded -^ 

** I was impatient to assure you both 
that, though constrained by {midential 
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motiven to seem assenting to your death, 
1 am not unmindful of your safety. It 
was I that pix>cured your commitment to 
diis place of confinement *~ to York 
House. Two friends, on whose honour 
and zeal I can rely, will wait on the river 
to-night, near the garden wall, to favour 
your escape. It shall be my task to con- 
duct you thither the moment the domes- 
tics are out of a state to observe your 
flight Observe the most perfect silence 
when I shall bid you to follow me." 

<* I thank your lordship for this kindly 
care," said Challoner. " But can 3rou 
tell me aught respecting Monk ?'* 

" At present I must not open my lips 
as to what his purposes are. We must 
not seem to confer. Bear in mind the 
caution I gave you; and remember, young 
man, as it was your lack of caution which 
brought your friend and yourself into 
these straits, that it will speciaUy behove 
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yoa to bemorecii^uflaBpecttfaaa heiovet 
wfaea you shall be at large ; tov^ madly 
rasentuig iJie death of fats dai:^htor» 
JoimsoQ will spare no lefFort niiidi Ms 
cta£ty and daring ipiod (^n make to en.^ 
thral you. Your firmness and truth 
haive madQ him your implmA\AB ibe« 
Make no reply — .^ I must away/* 

JFairfaac knocked at the door, which 
yvM immediately opened. 

^.'Spiritual assistance,*' heaaid, affect- 
ing to continue n converfiatiiHiy <<you 
shall have in good time^ to pmpare you 
for your passage, if you be truly desirous: 
of seeking the Lord; but, beyond that, I 
can grant noiavour." 

The door closed, and that kistant 
Albert found himself locked in ithe em-> 
brace of Challoner. 

" It is my fate," he sighed, *f still to 
suspect and condemn those who best de- 
serve my love. Fairfax has given me 
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joy which the prospect o£ escape conki 
not have yielded. Albert, I blush fw 
the injurious thoughts which but now^ 
were mine.*' 

*' Say not so, my honoured friend. 
The heart, which is the seat of honour, 
cannot suspect all the guile of which 
practised treachery is capable. I wonder 
not that the bearer of those papers, which 
were given in confidence to me, succeeded 
in acc<Hnplishing his object. Can you, 
Sir, pardon the error which betrayed — '* 

*• Boy, I could have wished that it had 
been otherwiise. It was my hope that 
you would live to enjoy happiness; but, 
since the disclosure of your supposed 
perfidy, my views have been so mourn- 
fully changed, that now it is rapture to 
know that, should the worst befal, you 
can die without disgrace. But, courage: 
let us prepare to fece the woi*st, and 
meet our fitrte like men. Life, at the 
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ba6t, :<^aii be extended but a few yea^^^ 
The date of its close is not of importanGOi 
fio affection m sjuired the woe of deploring 
that it is rendered memorable by ^ime/' 
" But, Sir^ we have yet a hope*'* 
^^ I am so much consoled by the joyr 
ous certainty that you are not what I 
tiave lately belieyed you to be, that the 
hope I can scarcely regard asf worthy of a 
thought/' 

Albert more fUHy explained the cir- 
cumstances connected with his deten^o^ 
by Johnson, Challoner listened to binoi 
with interest, aQd found in the narra- 
tive a grateful explanatioUt He then in- 
formed Albert of what had transpired 
with respect to the supposed Daoie 
Neville, This disclosure led Albert more 
\than ever to deplore the situation in 
which he found himself, and in which 
he^saw .Chdloner, from the miserable di- 
piax imppKed to tbe sufferings of Emma. 
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Bot iie looked with iiope: Jto ihe ptif^ 
imsed-eflfort (^Fairfax, and jo^noltotl^ 
desoibed, fitted his hearir and^g^^tened 
in his eye, when, befbreitwaftquitedarlCi 
their conversation was interrupted by the 
enirsmce of his lordship. 

** Your lordship comes earlier th^n we 
had -hoped to see you/* Challoiier r^ 
marked. 

" Delays,*' said Fairfax, " are always 
dangerous^ but in the present case, they 
are more so than in any other. Johnson^ 
who is now deemed a persons^e of fio 
small importance, presuming on the ser- 
vice whidh he is considered to have ren- 
dered, lias, I know» been with the Council 
of State* From some words which feU 
from him, on the importance of a publiic 
example being rend^ed more terrible by 
its following close upon conviction, I 
fear he wiU recommendt andu perhaps, 
extort an order jfor, your ex^oution this * 
M 3 
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verjr night. I have, therefore^ resolved, 
if posdifole^to'baffle him, by taking you 
fiu4h now, thotigh it is scarcely dmk/' 

«* In this liiere may be danger; but 
something must be risked, drcmostanced 
as we are." 

" The danger, my lord, is yours. We 
caniiot be in greater peril than we are 
inalready.'* 

" This I have well considered* The 
fellow appointed your jailof' is now, by 
my license^ regaling with the servants. 
Following me you wilt pass their hall 
door, by the outside of which their cloaks 
bang. Take two of these, and, still 
keeping close to me, advance by the 
passage which leads to the garden. Once 
in the open air, look for me no more, for 
I shall return on the instant, to be seen 
by my domestics, but pass you to the 
water-gate. Therestepinto the boat which 
attends, and which will convey you down 
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the river to the staiKSnext tbe bridge. 
Make no reply, but obey m ttleii<;e/' 

He stepped from the ptrk[0» room. 
ChallMier and Albert did as he had di- 
rected, bat were sc^ucely six pades from 
the door when tbe wdtkuown voice of 
Johnson Wfl0 beard* 

<< I would see Lord £'aiti^" he said 
to one of )m loi^dshipf s bodseivold. 

" tie is coming this way,*' Cballoner 
remarked to Fairfax^ 

<< He ifi(in the passage by which you 
were to pttss,'* his lordship remarked. 
«' Much do I feaar that he suspects the 
intdlKgence which subsists between us/^ 

« Conduct me to hitn/* JdhtJson was 
heard to say. ^* Is he not with the 
prisoners?*^ 

"We must back, my lorf, said Cbal- 
loner. Escape for us is impos^fale. We 
must to our prison, or you will share the 

M 4 



y Google 



^8 THi: wiTCH'^mi^m. 

fate which you have kindly sought to 
avert from us»** 

Fairfax groaned with agony and disap-* 
pointment, while reluctantly assenting 
he saw them re-enter the apartment 
whence.he had brought them« 

Johnson drew near* Fairfax^ with a 

view of abating suspicion of the real 

^object of his coming, addressed the pri* 

soners, so that his voice might be heard 

by their rancorous foe* 

" Wherefore, seeing the appointed hour 
will speedily arrive, be ye prepared to 
exchange brief life for eternity/* 

" It gives me pain, my lord, to inter- 
rnpt your pious labours,'' cried Johnson; 
<* but I have it in command to remove 
the prisoners from York House to New- 
.gate forthwith, preparatory to the execu- 
tion of their sentence, which shall take 
place at noon, on the day after to^morrow» 
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the Council^ of their great grace, having 
accorded them so much time." 

« Is it, therefore, needful to take them 
from where they are now in safe keep- 
ing??' 

" That, my lord, I came not here to 
argue, and r^ly but by presenting you 
with the Order, which shall be your suffi- 
cient warrant/* 

Lord Fairfax received the paper, pe- 
rused it, and was silent. 

«* We are prepared,** said Challoner. 
Fair&x averted his countenance, to con- 
ceal the expression of grief and despair 
which might have been observed. Chal- 
loner and Albert, attended by Johnson, 
and guarded by a party of musketeers, 
were forthwith conducted in a coach^ 
which waited for them, to Newgate. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

Yet still on fancy deep imprest. 
The sad, the dear ideas rest ; 

Yet still the recent sorrows heave my breasV 
Hang black o'er life, and prey upon my mind. 

Blacklock. 

The arrest, trials and condemnation of 
Challoner were circumstances which did 
not materially affect th^ indiflei^ence of 
Lesley. His sensibility was not so great 
as to expose him to much suffering for 
another's woe» but still that profound 
politician was not a little puzzled how to 
act. Though prepared to bear, with ex« 
emplary philosophy, the execution of any 
sentence which might be pronounced 
against those who were once his friends, 
the notoriety of his father's intimacy with 
17 
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Challoner^ and the knowtedge possessed 
by his present connectionfr of the esteem 
which he had professed for Cballoner, 
made him question the prudence of press- 
ing: the match which he had lately had 
so much at heairt'^^the union of Celia 
with Johns<m« He however was not 
called upon Sor decision, as Johnson was 
too much engaged With other matters 
to think of marriage ; and since the day 
cm whi^h be saw and was seen by Emma, 
had paid no vbit to Hornsey. 

The strength which he flattered him- 
self he had brought to the councils o£ 
the governing body, he judged had suf- 
ficed to re-establish the ^Sairs of the 
state, and to crush the hopes of the Roy- 
alists. This made him less anxious than 
he had been about Emma, and the de- 
struction or possession of the bond seemed 
no longer so important to him as it had 
been* 

M 6 
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To Emma and Celia the tidings of the 
sentence carried affliction not to be 
described* To the former, Chailoner 
obtained permission to write, and&iled 
not while availing himself of it to exult 
in the innocence of Albert* He prayed 
her not to seek an interview, which might 
disturb his preparations for a better 
world, in which he trusted and prayed 
that it might be their lot to meet. At 
the same time, a letter was received from 
Albert, in which he endeavoured to 
Console by speaking of the cheerful re- 
signation with which he was prepared to 
suffer. 

It was on the morning of the day after 
Iheir committal to Newgate, that Emma 
and Celia mingled their tears over these 
mournful communications* They were 
alone, for it was seldom that Mrs. Lesley 
coveted their society, and they were 
never disposed to intrude themselves 
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upon her. The fiiends sadly inter- 
changed expresdons of sorrow, nnceJEe 
and poignant as they were unavailing. 

" And must we — must we idly sigh !" 
exclaimed Celia. ** Can we attempt 
nothing that may avert, or at least defer 
the execution of the awful sentence ?" 

Emma replied, but by a silent appeal 
to heaven, which spoke her despair oi 
being able to suggest aught that could 
save the intended victims of hunum 
wrath. 

*• ifes,'* cried Celia, " an attempt may 
be made, and mine shall be the task.'^ 

" What mean you ?** enquired her 
friend. 

<< I vfiW seek their enemy : to Johnson 
I will appeal, and hard and hopeless as 
the task may seem, I will try to move 
him to pity." 

£mma closed her eyes in despau*.. 

" I know,*' resumed Celia, " how small 
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the probability of my sQCceeding, but 
what have I to fear from faUore ? It is 
just possible that he maybe touched; 
and a word from him, the instrument of 
their destruction, may obtain them the 
grace of a few days, during which, other 
means may be tried/' 

" Would to heaven," replied Emma, 
" I could encourage a hope that the 
generous effort will succeed. But, alas! 
my lovely young friend, sad experience 
has impressed on me the mournful con- 
viction, that Johnson is incapable of 
pity/' 

** But I will nevertheless seek him. I 
will speak to him in the hope that a de- 
sire to gratify my brother may prevail 
over his resentment/' 

" Will you not ask your brother to be 
your companion ?" 

" No, . for I fear his pleading will 
never persuade Johnson, nor will I even 
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make him acquainted with my design, 
lest his chilling policy should forMd me 
to interfere," 

And without waiting for further com- 
ment on her project, she prepared for 
the execution of it. Celia requested 
Robert to attend her, and a few moments 
sufficed to make the few preparations 
necessary for their departure. 

Robert, who understood the object of 
her errand, admired exceedingly the in- 
trepidity which ventured on such a task. 
They soon saw the residence of JohnsoB, 
and Celia desired him to announce her 
wish to speak with its proprietor. He 
accordingly proceeded to the gate, and 
having told, as he had been directed, that 
one who came from Mr. Le^ey wished 
to see Mr. Johnson on urgent business^ 
he was immediately admitted. He lost 
no time in opening the subject, and thus 
addresi^d the master of the house. 



y Google 



:^ I am sent forward to prepare you 
for the coming of Celia^ the sister of 
Master Lesley, and gently to break to 
you the business which brings her here.*' 

"What may that be?" demanded 
Jc^nson* 

** Why, she approaches as well be- 
comes a virtuous maiden, to hope that 
you will alter your ways*'* 

•* To alter my ways !** 

" Yes } and to advise you for your own 
good not to continue (don't let my plain 
speech offend) your barbarous, bloody, 
and inhuman conduct.** 

" Is this the message she sends ?** 

** No J she only wished me to let you 
know that she was coming, but I tell you 
the purpose of her visit, to spare you the 
shock of a surprise.** 

"You then have expressed -your own 
opinion ?'* 

" 'PsLTtiy. I have a great deal more 
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to say, if you have grace to liaten to 
me." 

" Fellow, be dumb. The situation in 
which I lately saw you, might still be 
present to your recollection; and, remem* 
bering that it was through me you were 
set at large, I marvel at your daring to 
face me thus." 

<< Now, I wonder how you can look 
me in the face. After seizing on my 
master, just as if he had been a robber, 
and after treating me with as little re- 
spect as my master, I think you ought to 
be ashamed of y our sdf when you see me; 
for I very well know if I had waited for 
you, before I beat a retreat, I should not 
have got away till I had had my legs in 
the stocks, or my back marked so that it 
might beknown again, with many sbripes." 

" Do your errand, if you have aught 
to make known to me." 

*^ Nay, if you are not disposed to lend 
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an ear to the goc>d cowisel I would offer, 
even take the consequences. I have no 
more ta tell, but that the young lady I 
named is coming to intercede with you, 
that you wifll try to undo the enormous 
wickedfress you have done, and if po»- 
dible get mercy extended to my poor 
master, and the youth by whom you also 
acted very cruelly, young Master Al* 
bert/* 

** And comes Celia Lesley here — 
here to* me on such matters?'* cried 
Johnson, with an air of amazement* 

" I see,** remarked Robert, " that yoii 
are surprised.'* 

"Surprised !** Johnson repeated^ "at 
what should I be surprised ?** 

<< That a young lady should be brave 
enough to seek you in your den.'* 

" I have better cause for feeling sur- 
prise at the intrepidity of your inso- 
lence.** 
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<< I have not fished to be insolent i 
but you, like the rest of the world, have 
a quarrel with truths and a man who 
Only speaks his thought must subimt to 
be accounted rude/' 

" Beware how you proceed, or here 
your rudeness may subject yoit to sdme 
inconvenience, as well as your com« 
panion. You may not find yourselves 
quite secure." 

** That I understood befcire f and 
therefore, though I should be glad to 
move you to kindness, I took care to 
secure the attendance of one who would 

r 

be likely to make it worth your while to 
be polite;*' 

" What do you mean ?" 

<< A well-charged pistol, the fellow to 
one of your old travelling companions;" 

" Fool, if I give the word, it will be 
torn from your grasp." 

" But not before its present contents 
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arelpfdvldetf with a new IMgitfg ?n ^ybur 
head. '^Pteiti- speech has long been 
thought my failing, but here it may be 
of importance; Knowing of sottie, though 
pwbably of not a fortieth part of your 
misdeeds, understand this, if your ser- 
vants attempt to interfere with me,' or 
with the lady now about to solicit you, 
the tife of- their master will be iii perils 
I mean no ^i^ng, and wish to oflfer 
no aflBx)nt, biit shall take the liberty to 
wait without the door of this apart-^ 
ment/* 

« And is this audacity es^p^cted to 
serve your master or Albert?" 

!* No word& that I have cunning to 
utter, can do that with you j but dearer 
to them than their own lives is the 
security of the pretty advocate -who now 
ventJUi'res in theur cause/' * 

. Johnsoti coldly signified thati Celia 
fAighft enter.' Robert .conducted her 
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iato the apartment where ha had jtt«t 
seea Johnson^ and took his station at the 
door^ which he closed, 
, Celia commenced her task with awe. 
It wap not diminished by the fierce and 
expressive glance which fell on her from 
Johnson, ere silence was brokf n^ and 
which, the herald of the words be was 
about to pronounce, reminded her dT 
what she had uttered when he last pre- 
sented himself* before hen 

•* I have sought you,** she began, ** to 
implore mercy." 

<* Mercy! I marvel that you should 
seek for mercy in the abode of a blood- 
d^led murderer. Have my hands been 
newly w^yshed from the stain which cre- 
dulitgr believed to be upon them, that 
thus you aooost me ? ** 

<< Sir, I would hope that whatever 
your past traniigressions, you may be in- 
duced in niercy to yoqt own soul not Jjjo 
add to their number.** 
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<* This matter you would, perhaps, 
have deemed one M^hich might be left to 
my private meditation, had not your 
regard for the mortal frame of another 
been fully equal toyour kind care for 
my soiri/' 

** Sir, I seek not to disguise that anx* 
iety for the lives of my brother's friends 
brings me here. If you possess that in<r 
fluence which is supposed to be yours, 
let not former errors or resentments 
move you to resolve against exerting it 
to save those who are doomed to die. 
For his sake I implore you, who has 
said, nhe merciful shall find mercy.' '' 

<* * And for mt/ sake also,' your 
speech would haye concluded, had 
truth contributed to your exertion so 
largely as zeaL Lady, it was but 
lately that the indignant lightning 
of your eye poured on my form a 
blaze of wrathful scorn. I looked not 
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to bear the suppliant tone from those 
lipg, nor to view tha fcr^mWing tear 
which I now behol4> while you sue for 
pity from him who was lately pursue^ 
by hatred and contempt«'' 

" Sir, I have said it ; I implore your 
kiadness, even for youi$elf ; for your 
soul^s health and future repose/' 

"Indeed!'' 

" But if the change you see in my 
situation stiikes you^ let it remind .you 
that by yielding to my suit, you may 
even promote your own we^fbeijng in 
this world. Reflect, Sir, osn the vicis- 
situdes which occur, and reason will 
whisper that, potent as you 9day be at 
this monient, you have but slender secu-r 
rity that the oppressed and £^ble sufr 
ferer of to-day may not turn round 
upon you tormorrow, and, as with a 
giant's grasp, arrest you in your bold 
career/* 
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Johnson did not consider this to be 
ivbat^in truth it really was, an argument 
suggested to Celia by his own comment 
on the different situations in which she 
had stood. He believed that !E2mma 
had dictated this language, and con- 
sidered it to intimate that she was re- 
solved, if he persevered, no longer to 
^conceal the criminatory document, which 
he suspected from its not being found 
on Albert to have been deposited where 
she might daim it. He surveyed the 
petitioner in silence^ while, inflamed by- 
resentment, he turned over the means of 
aggravating the misery which he had 
been solicited to relieve. . 

Celia flattered herself that a very dif- 
ferait impression had been created ; 
that he urged nothing further in oppo* 
sition to her prayer, seemed to her a 1^ 
vourable omen, ^he resumed : — 

" Bear this in mind. Sir.'* 
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*« I will j^ I will bear it in mind ; never 
doubt it." : 

•* Bid me believe that what you can 
you will do." « , 

** Believe it," he cri^d, raiding his 
voice J " yes, daring menace has done 
what no whining solicitation could have 
accomplished." He sighed ^ and his 
voice sunk as if pity had in that moment 
found her way to his heart. ^ In a ^tre- 
mulous tone, he remarkedj *^ Your tears 
remind me of one who is no more j her 
fate is present to my mind;" He paused, 
and tears stood in his eyes* <* Yes, I 
will ^ct in this business. I will forth- 
with to the council, and seek for pardon. 
For pardon, I said, — I will do so, — I 
swear it* Go, fair one; your suit is 
glinted so far as I am -concerned ; go ; 
and when you think of me hereafter, — " 

<< It shall be but to breathe blessings 
on, on — " 

VOL. III. N 
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« No, no, not that j you do well to 
pause. Go } be comforted ; but talk not 
of blessings to be breathed by you on 
the name, or on the memory of a * blood- 
defiled murderer/ " 

He wmted for no reply, but precipi- 
tately left the room. He passed Robert, 
who leading Celia from the chamber, 
hurried her from the house, with all po&f 
$ible speed, suspecting the rapid move- 
ments of Johnson might be connected 
with some violence, which unquestionably 
he did not then meditate* 
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CHAP. XIV. 

View 

The wretched ends which Tain mankind pur^uey 
Toss'd to and fro by each impetuous gust^ 
The rage of pasaion or the file of lust. 

FlT^6EKAI.D. 

Unconscious of the effort made in their 
behalf, Challoner and Albert prepared 
for death. The day was now closing ; 
a faint reflection was seen on the wall of 
their prison, which told that the sun was 
setting. They looked on the fading 
gleam with a farewell expression of 
countenance. A deep sigh from Chal- 
loner indicated painful reflection which 
struggled for speech. 

<• This, Albert,'' said he, " is the last 
twilight we are to behold. Ere this hour 
to-morrow we shall rest forgetful of 
sorrow, and unmindfid of reproach. For 
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tne, life has been m ftill of pain, that i 
could welcome its termination almo&t 
with transport (though the change which 
is so suddenly to take place may not be 
contemplated but with religious awe), 
were it not for the painful thou^t that 
you are invcived in my ruin." 

« Think not of that, Sir,'* replied Al- 
bert, ** misfortune has overtaken you 
througlx me. I am only not content to 
share it, because the punishment ought 
to be wholly mine.*' 

" Nay, I was weak enough to hope thai 
it might be your lot to escape the dap-* 
gers to which you were exposed. I had 
promised myself the sweet solace of in* 
troducing you to a career of glory which 
should secure renown and happiness." 
. ♦* Such, I am sincerely persuaded, was 
your wish. But it is the pleasure of 
an overruling Providence sometimes to 
thwart the best views ^ of mo|:tals^ apd 
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trfaerB this is the. case^ nothing remains 

but to bear the stroke with fortitu^e^ and 

submit with resignation/* 

. " For myself, I repine not at my lot^ 

conscious that whatever calumny may 

haw utter against my name, the day is 

not remote, when justice will be done to 

my memory." 

. "Believe me, Sir, I have the same 

consolati(»i/V 

" But when I reflect that I who ought 
to have protected you, the dear charge 
committed to my tenderest care; when, I 
say, I reflect that it is my misfortune to 
be the means of bringing you to an un- 
timely death, I cannot but lament/' 

" I entreat you. Sir, if you retain any 
kindness for me, afflict me not by these 
vain regrets* Your object was to pro- 
mote my welfare. That it has failed 
was owing to my own error.. Had I been 
more wary, I might have escaped the 
N 3 
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snare whii^ was laid for me* Ldt mnot 
occupy our la^ hours with mortifyii^ 
reflections on what might have been> in-* 
$te^ of reconciling ourselvw to what is. 
Since we cannot live for 6ach other's 
society, it is something to die togethw/' 

** Well spoken^ Albert, It affords me 
satisfaction to see you manifest a spirit 
worthy of a good cause, ami a better 
fate. Had I not been the compamoo 
<xf your prison hours, I had scarcely be- 
lieved it possible that one in the bloom 
of youth as you are, and one so fondly 
beloved-^'* 

" Spare me there, Sir. Ycwi have now 
touched the chord which thrills my whole 
frame with fearful agony.*' 

« I but commend your courage.'* 

** But you have directed my thoughts 
to the only image which could make 
death terrific.'* 

•« Albert, I intreat your pardonA*^ 
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** Trust me, Sir, it is not. udmanfy 
dread of the brief paisg of deajdi, no^ nor 
of the lopg cold dbscttiity whick must 
follow, i^at ^hakes^ me« It is only when 
1 r^ect on the affliction of Celia* When 
I imagine those eyes which once glistened 
^mth Virtuous joy, while future years of 
peaces oC aiBuence, and happy love, 
se^ to open b^re her, dimmed by the 
unavailing tear about ta fall over the 
spurned sod whidh covers my wasting 
remains, vAi^n I picture that counte- 
nance so pale, so death^like^ in whicfa^ 
time was,, health's gayest roses flourished^ 
ah! then I must deplore this datastror 

<* Though cut off from all hope of 
life," said Challoner, " still it may be 
sweet to bear in mind that the love so 
mournfully interrupted may not be ter^ 
minated by the fate to which you. are 
doomed*. Passion, so pure as yours, I 

N 4 
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cannot. think other than a fit inhabitant 
for Heayen, and, believe me, I have often 
entertained the thought that — ** 

At this moment an outer dpor was 
heard to open. Footsteps approached, 
iand the fastenings of the entrance to 
their cell were removed. A female en- 
tered, but it was so dark,, that as 
the form hastily rushed towards them, 
it Was not immediately, recognised by 
either. Albert felt his hand tenderly 
clasped, and he believed it was CeUa who 
stood before him. Sobs of convulsive 
agony, or breathless joy, he qould not 
determine which, so impeded articulation, 
that she could not immediately dismiss 
the uncertainty in which he still gazed 
and listened. 

" Praised be God !** she at length ex- 
claimed, ** my prayers have not been 
vain.'* 
" « What mean your words ?** enquired 
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Challoner, who now distinguished the 
voice of Celia. ** Speak j is there any 
hope for Albert ?'* 

" Yes, — yes/* she replied, *« for him 
and for you/' 

" Amazement ! To me this seems all 
tnit impossible. So determined were our 
enefnies but this day, on shedding our 
blood, ' that I cannot think they have 
already relented. Beware, fond trembler 
— deceive not yourself. Do not indulge 
a blissful dream, only to wake to aggra- 
vated misery.** 

" Deem me not so weak as to disturb 
your thoughts in moments like these on 
anything short of a distinct assurance 
that mercy is intended.*' 

" But the assurance was, perhaps, given 
by one who was himself uninformed of 
the real purpose of those who have to 
decide on our fate." 

- ^6 ' 
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^* I hiad it from Johnson himself^ and 
but now — '* 

« From Johnson I'* said Challoner ; 
<< alas ! I cannot look for good to Albert 
from that quarter. Again I say, beware 
of giving way to the dangerous illusion. 
I much Suspect this has been said but 
in sporty more cruelly to harrow up your 
feelings^ and to make us, by indulging a 
false hope, furnish a new subject for bru- 
tal mockery/* 

" It cannot be,*' Celia replied. «* O ! 
never entertain the horrid thought. A 
council sat this afternoon at Whitehall, 
at which your case was considered. I 
waited near, in breathless suspense, and 
at length had the blissful satisfaction to 
learn from others first, and, finally from 
Johnson, that the sentence given against 
y^u is not to be executed,'* 

Challoner still doubted. He ques^^ 
tioned Celia minutely, as to what she 
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had beard. Her s^nswers were consis- 
tent, and eventually he was con3trained 
to believe the tidings, unexpected as they 
had been. 

"It is strange," he remarked, " but 
I can no longer doubt your statement. 
And yet if you have fallen into no error, 
to me it appears singular that we should 
have the news first from you.** 

Celia had not tim^ to reply, when the 
door again unclosed, and a turnkey made 
his appearance. 

" Friend," said Challoner, " hav^ you 
heard of any new decision with regard 
to myself and my fellow-prisoner ?** 

** Yes," the man answered, " the coun- 
cil have just fully made up their minds 
what is to be done/* 

" And know you what they resolved ?" 

" Not exactly. I only heard that the 
sentence passed is not to be carried into 
execution, That was all.** . 
N 6 
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** Since the sentence is not to be acted 
upon, knowing that^ we can wait wUJi 
some degree of patience for further tie* 
taUs/' 

" Nay," said the man, " you shdl not 
wait long to know all particulars^ fer 
Mr. Johnson is now coming. I have 
opened the door for him, and only he 
stopped to speak in the passage to one of 
the red-coats who followed, he would 
now have been here." 

He had scarcely finished, when John- 
son entered, preceded by a man carrying 
a torch, the ordering of which to be kin* 
died had caused a slight delay to precede 
his appearance. He accosted the pri- 
soners thus : — 

<« Although to remove those who are 
accursed of the Lord be one of the most 
important duties imposed on the true 
Christian soldier, yet there may be some 
instances in wMch unsparingly to* cut <^ 
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from the face of the earth those who 
have offended as you have doite, might 
be wrong, not in regard to the culprits 
themselves, who richly merit the last 
severity, but inasmuch as it might sorely 
affect others connected with them, who 
have not shared in their guilt. This has 
been taken into solemn consideration even 
now/' 

*« The council,*^ said Chailoner, ** may 
have acted wisely in this, as well as hu- 
manely.'* 

" On the wisdom of the proceeding I 
am not called upon togive opinion ; on its 
bumanity there can be but one feeling/* 

" Nor on its wisdom,*' cried Celia, 
hastily coming forward. " To be merci- 
ful iis to" be godlike, and to be godlike 
must be wisdom." 

^ ** These are matters, damsel, on which 
you may be better qualified to speak, as 
doubtless you are on many others, than 
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I am } but in the decision come tO| it 
has been deemed indispensably necessary 
not to lose sight of the importance of 
a public examples where offences s.o 
grave have been committed/' 

** To what does this tend ?*' enquired 
Challoner. 

" The result — announce the result !" 
cried Albert. 

^< I shall proceed to do so with all the 
speed which meet regard for the so- 
lemnity of the occasion will permit. 
Considering I say, a public example to 
be necessary, in order to warn and be- 
nefit others who might else be seduced 
into the commission of crimes similar to 
those of which you stand convicted, 
but at the same moved by the doleful 
representations^ which have been made 
before it^ the council have re-considered 
the sentence, and on mature deliberation 
resolved, that to shed the blood of the 
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two sinnetfi appointed Co death might not 
be absolutely necessary.'' 

".Indeed!" We are then rightly in- 
formed,** Challoner remarked. " But 
y^ur speech leads to the conclusion, that 
though we are not to die, some public 
punishment is reserved for us. Spare 
further circumlocution, and tell for what 
degree of ignominy or pain the sentence 
of death has been recalled." 

" I did not say that it had been re- 
called." 

" You said our death was thought un- 
necessary, but now." 

« This I said." 

" Then is not such a decision virtually 
a recalling of the sentence ?" 

•* Not exactly. The sentence of death 
has been wholly remitted in part." 

"Wholly— in part!" repeated Chal- 
loner. " What can this mean ? I under- 
stand you not." . 
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** Then listen! — A public exampte 
being most necessary for the gemerd 
good, the court, while acknowledging 
this inclining to pity, has beeti 'willing 
to hope that the death of one might 
suffice for the purposesof public justice/' 

" One !" exclaimed Celia, while she 
raised her hands in a supplicating man- 
ner to heaven, " must one perish ! O, 
for mercy's sake !" she added ; but here^ 
overpowered by the terrible emotion^ 
which shook her frame, and seemed to 
threaten instant annihilation, she sunk 
into the arms of Albert. 

*< Monsters !" cried the youth, with 
a burst of indignation which he could 
not restrain, " their cruel mercy is >de- 
spised. Let them adhere to their origi- 
nal decision." i 

«< Peace, young man," said ChaUoner, 
though all has not been conceded which 
might have been granted, had true po- 
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Ucy been associated with humaaity, yet 
tbe.|^rofr^ed boon of one life is not to 
be despised. I am thankful that the 
council have been pleased to make a S)^* 
lection. I will say even, to have done 
so is creditable to their judgment ; for 
the world must allow, that to confou4id 
an old offender, as I am considered -^ a 
veteran, whose repeated sinnings in the 
cause of loyalty have in many instances 
oflfended against those laws which now 
regulate this ill-fated land ; to confound^ 
I say, one so hackneyed in this descrip- 
tion of guilt, as guilt in their estimation 
it is, with a youth whose very years 
give evidence that he cannot merit the 
same punishment, would appear to all^ 
men an act of flagrant injustice/' 

" Nay, as to that, being partners in 
the same crime, your guilt, in the eye 
of your judges, is equal.*' 

^* They, cannot surely think so. By 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



J 



9«t TJIB WlTOH-FINDBKi 

heaven! it is not so, 'It was I who 
brought this young man into my views. 
But for me, he had never been ques- 
tioned/' 

" That matters not now.*' 

" True } the judges have already de- 
cided, as you announce to me that cHie 
must die, and being compelled to make 
selection^ of course they have — they 
must have selected the more aged man, 
as he whose death would give most 
weight to the example.** 
. " They have not thus decided^** 

** Can they have been so monstrous as 
to doom inexperienced youth to death, 
while, by their sanction, mature age 
escapes?** 

« It is fitting,** said Albert, ** that they 
should do so. If by a public murder, 
they hope to deter other Englishmen from 
engaging in the cause of their king^ it is 
proper that a young man should be the 
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sufferer, to check those who are likely to 
be most active^ as well as most numerous." 

" But>'* said Johnson, " considerini^ 
you both to be equally guUty, no selection 
has been made/' 

^ " How say you no selection ? This is 
comfort* Then I am^ to understand that 
it is left to us to agree which shall lay 
down his life for the other/' 

<* No;, such is not the determinatioii 
which I have to communicate ; but tb$ 
Council, in its great grace^ allows yoathe 
iavour of casting lotti to decide which 
shall be the suflFerer/' 

** Inhuman thought ! They cannot in- 
tend it. Hie back to them, I pray--* 
tell them /entreat the privilege of ^ffer* 
ing — tell them I beseech — I implore it**' 

** Not so," cried Albert, " I am not 
base enough to hold life on such terms. 
My existence shall never be lengthened 
by the saetifiee of yours.^ To you, .who 
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snatched roe in my infancy from the 
v6Ty jaws of death, the life so preserved 
belongs, nor can it be better laid down 
than to secure you the benefit now 
offered/' 

*• Name it not, Albert ; it may not, 
shall not be. You are my child by 
adoption* I could not feel more attached 
if you were mine by blood. For a season 
I madly — cruelly wronged you. I bless 
the Eternal for giving me this opportunity 
of offering some poor atonement for the 
past. Never think that I can live by sacri* 
ficing you, whom I view as my own son." 

" If the holy patriarch, Abraham, 
could bring himself to offer his own child 
as the blood of* goats and bullocks had 
previously been offered, to the God whom 
he . adored, shall not the patriot of this 
day, who is firm to duty, do well to yield 
precedence in death to one not reacted to 
liim^ whose fall can have no consequences. 
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but who, living on the miserable) teticna 
now su^ested, would only withdi^w hia 
friend and patron from the duties wbieh 
he hag yet to perform, in this scene of 
idle strife and ceaseless sorrow ?*' 

While speaking, Albert looked stead-, 
fastly on Challoner, who heeded not his 
speech, but renewed the request that hia 
might be the privilege to die. 

" To me,'* said Johnson,. " thisappli. 
cation is .wholly vain. The Council has 
separated, and will not meet again before 
to-morrow noon. The execotion must 
take place by that hour. No time is to be 
lost. I bring the lots with me. On these 
folded pafiers are written the words, * To 
fire,* * To fall.^ Each must take one« 
and the drawer of the latter is to suffer 
death. The fortunate holder of the foi^ 
mer i&to be the executioner." ./ 

. Celia had so &t revived as to^ be capa* 
We of sustajining/anew. pacig fromii'4he 
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kist words of Johnson. She looked on 
hiin, as the flash of the torch was reflected 
from his exulting eyes, and seemed to 
doubt if it were really a mortal from 
whose lips this decision wafe joyously 
announced. 

** O, cruel fraud/* she sighed ; " was 
this profane mockery of Heaven*s best 
attribute needful to torture the devoted?** 

*< Wretch !** cried Challonei*, " I have 
but to reproach myself for having been 
beguiled into the momentary supposition 
that you could be the bearer of any 
tidings which compassion would convey. 
But you have had the bliss you coveted. 
You liave seen us duped by a vain hope. 
J^ow, away to those from whom you 
came, and tell them that, though each 
would gladly die for the other, neither 
would save liimself, nor desire to see his 
friend spared to live with hands embrued 
with blood, as yours have been/^ 
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" I will do your bidding with ua* 
feigned alacrity/* Johnsop replied, " This 
scene cheers me* I am no longer miser« 
able alone. Vengeance is the only lux- 
ury which remains for me on earth, and 
now, with jocund triumph, I slake my 
ardent thirst from her brimming cup. 
No doubt, you both concurred in sending 
the proud threat of which your female 
fury was the bearen Now you have my 
answer ; read in it your own destruction, 
and find, somewhat late indeed, that ere 
you startle the scorpion, it might be wise 
to deprive him of his sting, lest feeble 
hostility but serve to rouse him. to inflict 
a deeper, deadlier wound/' -, 
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CHAP. XV. 



Our aim is happiness ; — *ti« yours, 'ti» mine. 
Yet few attain it, if 'twere e'er attain'd. 
But they the widest wander from the mark 
Who, thro' the flow'ry paths of samit'ring joy, 
Seek this coy goddess, that from stage to stage 
Invites us sfill, but shifts as we pursue. 

Armstsong. 



Johnson left them, and Celia was borne 
from the dungeon, in a state of insensi- 
bility. It was not all at once that minds 
before prepared to meet death, could 
regain the calm which had been so inhu- 
manly disturbed. Though they had 
not to learn that in other instances fiiends 
had been the executioners of friends, this 
knowledge did not incline them for one 
moment to think of complying with the 
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conditions on which what was called 
« mercy,*' had been offered. If one 
might be spared, only in consideration of 
his becoming the instrument of his fellow- 
prisoner's death, it wad the wish and reso* 
lution of both to die. 

The night was spent in bitter reflections 
on the malevolence which had sported 
with the feelings of Celia, and on the 
fiend-like spirit which animated Johnson. 
They expected, early in the morning, to 
be attended by a minister of religion. In 
this they were disappointed, and the 
hour of twelve drew nigh without any one 
having as yet appeared, to offer them 
either refreshment or any of those atten« 
tions which humanity generally accords 
to those whom policy or justice consigns 
to public execution. 

" I think," Challoner said, " we now 
sustain the last outrage which cruelty 
can offer. It Is not enough to deprive 

VOL. III. o 
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US pf life» as m€;n, wba have ofF^n^ed the 
J^ws of our couutry } but they purpqse 
sending us out pf the world like dogs -r. 
or beio^ too contenc^ptiWe to have, aftj 
occasion for $uch a$3A8tance as might be 
needful to fit a huinatQ viptini for eter- 
oity/' 

From time to. time 90i|ads w^re heard 
within the prison wal}^^ whijch CQ^yiuoed 
the prispneFS that the pr^pairati^^ fyv 
ti\e final sqw^ w^re in prpgr«^ t^9«gb 
no intimation was givi^n of the, precise 
mqment at which they were tp be \^d 
forth. Rut the noises at length a|jpiqaqj^^<^ 
them. They heard the $tep of the guard 
who attended* as they gon]e<?taredi %o 
e&c?ort them to execmion, U h^ted 9it 
the door of the duttg^on, a»4 thi* an- 
nounced to Challoner a^d Albe^f thdjt 
^11 wa& ready fpr the jasji; i^olemQity* 

*' The mjoment is wme/' Albert re- 
maifkecj, as he saw Lqrd F^rfax .^a^^,. 
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and perceived the soldiers who attended 
him* 

** It requires much fortitude/' Fairfax 
remarked, *^ for man to sustain with be- 
conuHg firmness all the shocks to which 
he may be exposed in this life. Not the 
the least trying one ii^ the change which' 
you are now to know." 

** I trust, my Lord, we are prepared,** 
said Challoner. 

••For death you may be, but not for 
the tidings of which I am the bearer. 
The shadow of a government which for 
some months has feebly widded the bro- 
ken sceptre of tyranny, is no more/' 

" Indeed my Lord, this news sur- 
prises me!'* 

"In a wwd;'* Fairfax resumed, **the 

B^bel of the tumultuous crowd of rulersf 

k overthrown, loyalty is triumphant,^ and 

you are free.** 

With speechless amazement, Challo^ 

o « 
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ner and Albeit looked on each other, 
and then on the bringer of this most 
unlooked for intelligence, while they 
found themselves led forth from the cell, 
whence they only expected to inarch in 
order to be. put to death, and exhibited 
to the shouting populace as trophies of 
success, to swell the exultation which 
prevailedt 

To the historian of public affairs it 
belongs to record the rejoicings, the fes- 
tivities, the congratulations which prer 
ceded, attended, and followed the 
restoration of the King. For such dci- 
tails, however interesting, we must not 
lose]sight of those whose fortunes are the 
subject of this narrative. While universal 
joy filled the nation, their situation was 
less felicitous than might have been e^« 
pected. The first use which Albert . 
wished to make of liberty, was to fly 
to Cplia. But this he was not permitte4 
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to do. Lesley had quitted his residence, 
and his sister, reported to be dangerously 
ill, had been removed by his care to. the 
west of England* 

The senior Thorpe, cured by medical 
skill, of the malady which, he had be- 
lieved, grew out of supernatural perse- 
cution, and convinced by other circum 
stances that he had wronged the former 
object of his resentment, soliqited per- 
mission to make atonement, by offering 
her an asyluni* This invitation, when 
Celia was to be removed, Emma hesitated 
not to accept The moment Lesley and 
his sister had departed, she retired from 
what was to her infinitely worse than 
solitude, the society of Mrs. Lesley. 
Though the report had already reached 
her, that Challoner was safe, she wished 
not to prolong her stay till he might be 
expected, but hastened under the escort 
of James Thorpe to Redbum* 
o 3 
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Johnfton liad fled on the ovatbrow of 
the usuiping government. It was no 
^msdl sati^tfactioii to ChaUoner» that he 
found himself in a state to protect the 
sufferer, whom he had so fondly loved. 
His joy was however damped, when in 
the confidence that security for property 
was re-established, he wo>uld have re* 
claimed the wealth which he had through 
many years thought it prudent to con- 
ceal in the earth, to find that all Was 
gone. By whcMn it had been removed, 
he could not ascertain* The King, whom 
he had assisted while he was in exile, was 
too much engaged in r^fulating the 
affairs of those who from their rank were 
thought to have the strongest claim to 
his protecting care, to attend to such as 
Challoner. Thus circumstanced, in this 
season of joy, that individual found him- 
self more destitute than he had been in 
the days of general adversity. 
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tt was consoling in ioine degree for 
him to hear, that the cause of Levey's 
absence was a Isirge aOo^sdion of fortune. 
liesl^y, he e^lculated) would i^adiiy assist 
bim With a loan, and now that that 
union Could take place which the brother 
of C(d\isL had formerly so ardently desired, 
he was relieved from all anxiety on ac- 
count of Albert. Celia was reported in 
better hearlth, and Chalioner only looked 
for the return of his friend^ to wait on 
Lesley, for the purpose of making the 
tihal arrangements. 

But in the interim as he found the 
means at his present disposal uncomfort- 
ably scanty^ he dii'ected Robert one morn- 
ing to mount his horse^ and borrow a hun^^ 
dred pounds for his use from Mrs. Lesley. 
Robert obeyed the instructions which he 
had received, so far as he ivas able. He 
returned in due time, but presented him- 
self before his master grumbling, shaking 
o 4 
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his heady and evidently ruffled more than 
usual. 

"Why^ how now?" cried Challoner. 
** You seem disturbed. Is your philo* 
sophy disconcerted at seeing your master 
borrow money, instead of lending it ?'* 

" No ; I am not likely to be shocked 
in that way.** 

" Then, I suppose 1 mistook. Tome 
you look as if to borrow on my account, 
had given you pain.** 

** Indeed, it has not.'* 

** So much the better, for grieving 
would do no good. I am pleased that 
you are not afflicted, as I supposed.** 

" And I am sad, that I have not been 
in danger of such affliction.*' 

" Truce with your enigmas, and give 
me the money.** 

" Marry, Sir, I have not got it.** 

" Was no one at home^ to whom you 
could apply ?^ 
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'* O yes, Mrs* Lesley was at home, and 
I asked her to lend, the money." 

"Well!" 

** So she said you were an impudent 
rogue." 

« Indeed !'* 

" And she would see you hanged 
first." 

Emma, who was present when this 
report was made, could not refrain from 
testifying extreme surprise at hearing 
such conduct imputed even to Mrs. 
Lesley. Challoner understood Robert 
better, and said, — 

" You cannot mean that these were 
her words." 

" She spoke to this effect : i — Your 
honour has always. told me not to trouble 
you with words, but to translate them, 
and give you the meaning." 

" True } but in some instances I have 
thought it right to. compare the trans« 
o 5 
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latioQ with the oiigpaial. This I must 
do now, 80 repeat the exact words of 
Mrs. Lesley.** 

*< She said then» your master, Mr. 
Challoner, is a perfect gentleman, a gen- 
tleman for whom I and Mr. Lesley, and 
then she checked herself, and said, ray 
Lord.'* 

*^ My Lord!" 

•* Yes, somebody is dead in Devon- 
shire, whose name Lesley had hardly ever 
heard, but who by reason that all his 
other relations are defunct, had left him, 
though but a half-third cousin, all his 
property, with a title, and he is now the 
Earl of Welborough.** 

♦* The Earl of Welborough !** ex- 
claimed Challoner, with indescribable 
surprise, while he looked at Emma, 
whose astonishment was equally great.** 

♦^ Yes, the Earl of Welborough,** 
'Robert resumed, <*that is the tide 
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she melitionedi ^ Your mteter is a geiitle- 
man, whom I, iind my" Lwd, the Earl of 
Welborough, very much repect, atid 
should be happy to see, but I am ex* 
ceedingly surptised that he should send 
you here on a business lik6 this. It is 
very extraordil^ary indeed I * Now this, 
with submission to you, I think, ndeans 
you are an impudent rogue to send to 
borrow money/* 

*^Why, really I do not know that I 
can attach a much kinder meaning to 
such a commentary } but how did she 
finish?** 

*« Why, she finished thus :— * Present 
my kuid respects, and my IjorA% the 
Earl of Welborough's, and teB your 
master we are very sorry to hear that he 
is in difficulty, but are unfortuttately 
so straitened oumelves, that we are 
sorry to say we cannot do what he 
wants/'* 

o 6 
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. " You: need say no more,. Robert ; your 
interpretation is quite correct." 

" Then you won't lend my master the 
money ?* said I : said she, * I never said 
I won't ; I can't, I can't do impossi- 
bilities. My Lord, though to be. sure 
he has succeeded to large estates, has 
not yet begun to receive his Lordship's 
rents.' *No, Ma'am,' said I, • but you 
don't mean to tell me that he has run 
through all the soap-boiler's money which 
he got,, when yoUifirst blessed him with 
yOur fair hand I was going to. say, but 
it was as red as a boiled lobster, so that 
would not do, ^nd I was obliged to say 
insteaid, 'when you first blessed him 
with yoMX fat hand.' " 

" That was wrong ; there you of^ 
fended." 

^* So I perceived, but not so much as 
I did afterwards^ when I said I won* 
dered how she could have the heart to 
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refuse such a trifle to so dear a friend, 
to whom I, myself, had heard Mr. 
Lesley, before he was my Lord, say, he 
would die to. serve him. This she 
thought was very rude, and replied, * My 
Lord might have said so in a general 
way,' but, she added, • there was a world 
of difference' (and she was right 
there), * between offering to die for a 
friend, and lending that friend a hun- 
dred pounds.' " 

** She had the candour to say so 
much!" 

*' Yes, Sir, she had the candour to say 
so much, if you are in such good humour 
with impudent meanness, as to bestow 
on it so respectable a name. She added, 
in the same ;spirit, when 1 modestly of- 
fered to expostulate with her cm the 
outrageous depravity of this condupt, 
-Hshe> added then to her former qivilitiids, 
Well, I have nq more to^ay } goodmoi^ 
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TOW, Mr. Eobert, good morrow/ which 
I took to mean, get out of my house 
directly, or somebody shall be sent to 
kick you out, so that settled the bu- 
siness/* 

•* I can hardly think," said Challoner, 
^< that Led^ Would have acted thus bad 
he been at home. Though prosperity 
vtoo frequently alters men for the worse, 
I think he has hardly had enough of 
'■ her company, to have suflfered so con- 
siderably from her embrace. When he 
returns, a new application must be 
made.** 

Lesley's absence was more protracted 
than was expected. Waiting for him, 
Challoner resided in the cottage, which 
bad long been the depositary of his 
wealth. How it had been withdrawn 
was not known; but when Albert re- 
called the appearance of the light, im- 
mediately after Challoner had left the 
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garden on the night of the murder> 
coupling that with all that was known 
of Johnson, the conclusion come to was^ 
that he had seen how Challoner was em- 
ployed, and subsequently found means 
to purloin what had there been con- 
cealed. This, however, was but con* 
jecture, and when Johnson was taken, 
and put on his trial with other regicide9» 
while Challoner and Alb^ debated 
whether it was their duty to go forward 
to speak to any of the facts which came 
within their knowledge, they did not 
contemplate charging him with the rob- 
bery. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Dost thou not see, 
The^ haggard hollow eye-ball's hollow glare ? 
And gleams of wild ferocity ?" 

Langhobnb. 

Challoner frequendy visited Thorpe, 
beneath whose roof Emma had found 
la peaceful resting-place. The continued 
good health of the senior Thorpe, and 
other favourable circumstances, com- 
bined with thei exposure of Hopkins, 
and the representations of Challoner and 
Albert, had completely undeceived the 
old couple, and they even wondered at 
their past credulity. 

Challoner was one day engaged in 
earnest conversation with Emma, when 
James entered and announced that he 
had important news to communicate. 
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** First and foremost,'* said he, " Ihave 
to tell you that your old friend Johnson, 
against whom you too humanely declined 
to appear, has not escaped justice, and 
is sentenced to die for high treason/* . 

*• I judged it could not be otherwise," 
said Challoner, " and abstained from of. 
fering myself as a witness against him, 
not more from reluctance to pursue a 
wretched man to death, than from the im- 
pression that my evidence was unneces- 
sary.** 

James resumed, *• Being in I<ondon, 
as one likes to see the last of one*s ac- 
quaintances, I thought of remaining till 
Monday for the purpose of seeing him , 
to Charing Cross (he is not to go so 
far as Tyburn), when I chanced to pop 
upon another old acquaintance, Matthew 
Hopkins, the Witch-finder, through 
whom you became the true Witch-findef, 
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inasmuch bs you discovered her by whom 
you had reaily been bewitched.*' 

*« And is that wretched "man still alive 
to prey upon his fellows ?'* 

" He is alive j but as to preying upon 
his fellows, I believe he cannot now be 
charged with that, for he looks as thin as 
a superannuated spider at the end of the 
fly season.** 

** Spoke you to him ?'^ 

" To be sure I did, and reminded him 
of the great service 1 had rendered him 
at Redbum, and asked him when he 
should be at leisure to go through the 
remainder of the water-trlal. Poor devil ! 
he looked very solemnly at me, and 
seemed about as much flattered as a torn 
cat is when you stroke the hairs of his back 
the wrong way. He was crest-fallen, 
and his thread^bare cloak, and shoes, 
with skyJights to enable his toes to see 
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their palh, told me that be had been 
compelled 

* To kiA the tawn^ ct^ 
Ofleaaneccirfty.*" 

But he fell to talkiagof you^tuidtK^CQe 
that his old master wwitied an interview 
with Mr. Challoner.** 

'<To whom did he iUMe? I never 
knew any one who had a ^laim on his 
services.** 

'< His old master was no other than 
Johnson. He was engaged by Johnson 
to attempt the destruction of Dame Ne* 
ville, and much he told me of the bitter 
reproaches and harsh treatment which 
he experienced for his failure.** 

" And said he that Johnson bad 
solicited to see me in his present ex* 
tremity ?** 

<* Most earnestly. The meagre wretch 
had no fancy to bring this message to 
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yoru, even had hef known with certainty 
where you might be found j so as it was 
the last time he would be likely to trouble 
either of us, rather than it should mis- 
carry^ I made myself the bearer of it.'* 

Cballoner did not hesitate. Though 
from all he had seen of Johnson he was 
not led to expect that his ferocity would 
be tamed by any degree of punishment 
short of that which bereft him of life, 
he had sufficient charity to see a wretched 
man who desired to speak with him in 
his last moments, be the motive of the 
request what it might. He would gladly 
have been spared the spectacle of guilt 
and misery,^ but benevolence prompted 
compliance. Challoner went to London 
that same day, but arrived too late to be 
admitted to the prisoner. On the fol- 
lowing afternoon his application was re- 
newed, and he was conducted to the 
very cell from which he and Albert had 
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lately been taken, when they least ex- 
pected liberty, and had ceased te hope 
for life. 

. Johnson was standing in the centre of 
thie dungeon, to the floor of which he 
was chained. 

" It is done/* said he, as Challoner 
entered. " You come to see the last of 
an enemy. I could not avoid your ex- 
ulting gaze f o-morrow, and am therefore 
glad to make you know that I shrink not 
from it topday.** 

Ghalloner replied, « Though I cannot 
remi^mber without pain and horror the 
scene3 in which ypu have acted a part, 
yet it is not now when crime is done, 
and suffering only remains, that I would 
seek you, to e^^ult in the overthrow I 
witness." ' , 

. <* Indeed ! — Then your wrath srtops 
s^Qrt of the point to. which mine was. 
heretojibre^ accustomed to .travel. Thus 
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to feel I had regarded as weakness in 
myself but I think I discover that it is 
humanity in you/* 

** That little merit I trust I may claim. 
My heart has not learned to enjoy human 
suffering, even though it is compelled to 
admit the justice of die sentence \irhich 
inflicts it." 

<< Yout Cfa£dk)aer, have long bees: my 
enemy^ But you have been sn honest, 
undisguised «^ nay^,; a noUie one«r When 
we di£fered, you had the manfiness to 
denounce and to leave me. Others pre- 
traded &ienddiip till my instrumentality 
vm& no loixger needed, and then t^imed 
round upoa me to destroy." 

<< It shoidd not be forgotten that your 
own emidttct was; always but too well 
calculated to create enemies." 

<* I wiUi Bott dengr it. When first ca- 
pable (^thought, I found mysdif in what 
I ^oxmdQvoi a W4^1d of foes. To de« 
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stroy so many as I couldof the hostile host 
that encKm|iii$8ed mte, aeemed a daty,> 
wd I accordingly scrupled no* wh^etrer 
opportunity fevQured^ to array one party 
of them against another: This made nie, 
with apparent zeal, stipport the yiews^trf 
Sir Phelim O'Neale in Irdand/* 

** And with oioumful cfiect.** . 

^\ With unsparing rege^ My nature 
may have. he$n. fiercer thaax that of the 
majority of my fellow men, hut the gr^t 
cause of nay doii^: I Imecexplained*^ 
I came in4:o the world, soi considerei^ 
bound to avenge } and every deed. ^.vio-* 
lence that I. could pflqieferatet. my fury 
consecrated . as a coastribiition towards 
justice/' 

'< Miserable dekision:! Could joa per^ 
suade yourself that that ven^eanceiwaohfe 
not one day overtake^ nrhich ia ndw^ aboqt 
to crush ymi.y* 

" Which to crushed me^ ^a^y iiather ;! 



y Google 



913 ria WITCH-nNDXR. 

the tHuaderbolt has already fallm. The 
idle ceremonies of suspetidiDg this fraine» 
luid .severing these limbs^ which are to 
divert the rabble to-morrow — what are 
these ? Once indeed, even to me, they 
would have been terrible ; but now I heed 
them not, and, reckless of the future, 
am only impatient to be out of this 
hateful scene, where it has been my mi- 
sery to be mocked and blasted while 
still living." 

" The victim of your own irefiil feel- 
ings, it is by these you fall ; by these that 
you have been undone." 

« I am the victim of my own blindness 
and folly. When successful resistance to 
tyranny had given me wealth, I might 
have retired to- another country. Till 
then fierce and suspiciouis, I was wrought 
upon to believe that republican virtue 
would give me happiness, protection, —- 
in a word| all I could desire* My fa- 
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ther's sufierings and my own wrongs, I 
deemed to have been avenged by the 
overthrow of monarchy, and was, more 
than ever I had been before, human. 
My blood boils with rage, when I recall 
what followed. I was degraded by those 
whom I had served, and then my dream 
at once dissipated, I lived no longer for 
myself. My daughter became the great 
object of my care. O miserable recol- 
lection ! Would that memory could be 
separated from the' man like a gangrened 
excrescence, or withered limb ! My 
daughter, fair as the descending snow, like 
that proved frail. Looking forward to 
the restoration of monarchy which I have 
now witnessed, it was my policy to wed 
her to one of the Royalist faction. So, 
I flattered myself, she could be secured, 
and miserable as my existence had been, 
I wished to avoid a fate like that which 
is at length mine. Thus feeling, I most 

VOL. III. p 
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unexpectedly found myself recognised 
by one who knew of my doings in Ire- 
land, and this led to the commission of 
a new crime.** 

♦« To what do you advert ?** 

*« To the murder of the rustic female. 
£knnia*s death I judged necessary to my 
safety, and the wearer of het garment 
received that blow which was intended 
for herself. It was the business of that 
memorable night which made me usxx* 
ious to see you here.** 

"Indeed!** 

<< On that night, whUe cautiously ap-* 
proaching the abode of my intended 
victim, I perceived that I was not the 
only one who hovered in its vicinity. I 
was repeatedly called upon to discover 
myself in a voice which I now know to 
have been that of Albert. I answered 
not, but watched the footsteps of the 
wanderer. I traced him from the house 
15 
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4rf Thorpe, to that ia which yaix were 
subsequently found. I mQonm^t/f^A 
4^ cottage oa every side, and thus en- 
gagedj perceived that you were labgrn'mg 
in the garden, while all arcHUid were 
supposed to be de^ing^ I marJced the 
ajpot on which you were occupied, nor 
fiKiled when opportunity offered to do as 
you bad done/* 

«It was then that— " 

^< I stole your bujiied tr^siire. Bftge 
more than avarice ui^d tins when it 
was done, for tihen«*-8till theisoul^tsyrmw- 
ing tbsught pursues iHBie, wealth bad loat 
its value. I was chiidLess. Pass fiwiftk]^ 
hours! mid hnag tormmwow's shame^ 
.since^witb it jcames oblivion of the past! 
JBut I ime^ it was not ibr this that I 
desired you should come hither.'^ 

«* I would ^adly see you in a catmer 
state, and hear you rather supplicate 
p 2 
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future mercy, than breathe fra^ntic sor* 
rows for past miscarriage." 

" I cannot do what you would recom- 
mend« And <:ould I bend in. prayer 
for pardon for those acts which you call, 
perhaps truly, crimes, but which I deem- 
ed not incompatible with religion, what 
hope were there that soliciting benefits 
now could win forgiveness for outrage! 
The sufferings I have known, and the 
punishment isuch as it ii^ which I have yet 
to undergo, these which have made me 
wretched through life, and ignominious 
in death, may possibly be taken into the 
account of vengeance > for be the dread 
hereafter what it may, I have often 
thought that retribution in this world 
fails not to come within the scheme of 
Providence." ;. 

. .*< Of that, Johnson, you stand at this 
moment an awful examjde." 
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♦* More so tban you imagine. It is 
tiot the sharp pang, nor the solemn pa- 
rade of execution, nor the loathsome de- 
composition following thereon, that in my 
case proves the interposition of eternal 
justice. No ; I read it in eharatters 
like those which astonished Belshazzar's 
eye, and thrilled his soul, in the shame 
and death which fell on — on Henrietta 
-^on my child. The acts in ^hich I 
participated, or rather which I prompt- 
ed, caused Emma to be accused unjustly. 
This was punished by the real degradation 
of my ofispring, and the attempt which I 
made on Emma^s life, was avenged in 
that miserable night which shed the 
blood of my lost child, by the fiat of her 
father/' 

"Unquestionably, these sad eo-inci-« 
dences ought not to be overlooked. 
Let them teach you in the few hours 
which are —— ^* 

p 3 
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** Speak not thus -^ tdk not to me of 
pious bomilitftioD^ or the srtubbosii um 
repenting ^itit msj rise indrgnant at the 
d^peal)^ Mdr forgetfol of the purpose for 
which r ealledyom hither, seek, by a new 
display of hardihood, to sustain the cou* 
rage c^ my lij& in * unrepentant death.' '^ 

■^ I would only offer such counsel as 
might i^e peace, and eontrifoute to-yocur 
evetiasdng welfare/* 

«< To my welfare -^ misie ! No tnor^ 
Challoner* I grow delirious* Life is 
an enigma^ which I could never solve. 
We speak of / and // but what am I? 
Am / the consciousness -^ the capacity 
to endure -^ the tormeiitit^ thoughts 
which are to be dismissed to-morrow from 
these sinews, bones, and flesh, — or am I 
this form — these eyes — these mem- 
bers ? Am I that which shall pass unseen, 
or am I the palpable substance which 
will be looked upon with horr» by the 
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timid and humane, while it mingles and 
aipialg^matefi with the dust to which it 
9h^ll be consigned. Nay, speak not. 
You will give me but an opinion «^ an 
CfkinioQ to-day is worthless to amaa who 
to*morrow may know all which now be» 
wilders/* 

'< Then I fear that my presence can 
render you no service/' 

<< None -^ nosie* I hoped it not But 
I would sejcve yQu« Three nights since 
I saw my daughter. I spoke with her/' 

<' You, pe^rbaps^ dreamed that you saw 
her?'* 

" Why, there are those who would say 
it was but a dream! While my bones 
seemed to repose, my spirit went fortfa^ 
and I rejoined Henrietta. Her face was 
ghastly and di^gured with bloo4» as on 
the ivght when striving to embrace the 
false shadow of Effingham, she expired. 
I would have touched her, but she start- 
p 4 
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She pointed to an object which I had not 
observed tUl then. It was the wealtb 
"whicti I had purloined from you. * You 
can do little/ she cried ; ' but what yocr 
can you must. Yon cannot recall life 
d^troyed. Veins drained of blood can^ 
not bellied again J but wealth not youn^ 
you can xestore.' *^ 
^ ** This, conscience whispered.** 

*^ I was unkind to her in life, but that 
which she wills from the grave I would 
lain perform. While others, pretendii^ 
friendship, destroyed me y you, bravely 
hostile, have even to the last been mer^ 
ciful, and I die not by your :evidence«^ 
Ypur gold I had not time to remove £bom 
Redburn. . At the extremity of your 
garden, precisely in a line with the tree 
beneath which it "was. J^st deposited^ you 
s^h^ll%dit/V 
V "Indeed I'* c 
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"Fly — * secure it-— or it tmf be 
daimed as Treasure Trove^ and yout 
search will be too late.-' 
. Challoner almost doubted the truth 
of what he had heard, for he could not 
but remark, that painful as life had con- 
fessedly been to Johnson, the near ap- 
proach of the king of terrors had pro- 
duced a whirlwind in his mind, which 
menaced his reason, and in some mo* 
ments rendered his speech strange and in- 
coherent. Often he desired Challoner 
to leave him, but as often he prei^ed him 
to stay. He talked of the events which 
preceded and followed the murder of 
Albert's parents, and then his words 
were not without interest. He $poke 
with contempt of the calculating Lesley 
and of bis newly-acquired title, respect* 
ing which he disclosed more than one 
curious fact. Challoner left hiit^ at least 
in a very unsettled state of raiftd— now 
p 5 
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expressing fear that a state of never- 
ending punishment wcrald be his lot— 
now treating the idea with wiW derision; 
One moment he indulged a hope that a 
respite might be granted, and in the 
next regretted that the hour was not 
already arrived which was to exact the 
forfeit of his life, and preclude the spi- 
rit when it went forth, as he maintained 
it had often done, from returning to 
animate the dull and valueless clod in 
which it had been imprisoned. 

Challoner reflected deeply on some of 
the dying regicide's words. He had 
mentioned facts, and living persons who 
were witnesses to them, which merited 
attention. On one of the latter who re- 
sided in King Street, Westminster, he 
resolved to call before he returned 
to Hertfordshire. Going thither on 
the following morning, he passed by 
Charing Cross. The apparatus of punish- 
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ment was then preparing* The gallawi^ 
was erected, and the faggots destiBed 
to coDsume the entraUs of Johnson and 
another sufierer wei'e being shot from the 
carts which had brought them. Chalhi* 
ner turned from the sight with shrinking 
and sadnesa. On his return it was past 
noon, and to avoid the crowd aspem* 
bled to witness the execution, he took 
a boat at Whitehall stairs. The tide was 
unfavourable, and it cost him more than 
half an hour to reach the Temple. He 
had just made his way into Fleet Street, 
when he saw a vast number of persons 
coming from the dismal spectacle which 
he had been anxious to fly. His eyes 
fell on the object which then occupied 
their attention — it was the sledge on 
which the sufferers had passed to Charing 
Cross, now on its return to Newgate. 
The reeking limbs had been deposited in 
separate baskets — the heads being at the 
P 6 
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top. He marked in one of them, the 
cold perspiration which rested on the 
lifeless cheek, faintly purpled by the last 
convulsion. The bold eye-brow, which 
now rested on the swollen eye, devoid of 
intelligence and the gloomy frown known 
so well in other days, enabled him to 
recognise the disfigured remains, and 
told that just vengeance had dismissed 
tiie wretched Johnaon from existence. 
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CHAP/XVII. 

Fond wretch ! that Painly meanest all delight^ 
To gratify the sense reserved for thee ; 

Yet the most pleadng object to the sight. 
Thine own fair action never didst thou see. 

LOWTH. 

When Lesley found himself greeted as 
the heir to an earldom, he failed not to 
exult that Celia had not become the wife 
of Johnson. The flight, arrest, and ex^ 
ecution of the regicide, spared him the 
inconvenience of dealing with that indi» 
yidual as he would otherwise have donle. 
He rejoiced that his sister was disen- 
gs^ged, but his talent for scheming was 
soon again at work to prevent her from 
remaining so. Ashamed of the plebeian 
connections which he had formed, he 
wished to atone for the guilt of avaiL- 
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ing himself of these in his need, by ally- 
ing himself now with none but the pos- 
sessors of rank and fortune. 

Challoner found it no easy matter to 
gain access to the nv,w peer. He had 
called repeatedly without success — " My 
Lord was from home" — ** My Lord was 
engaged" — »" My Lord was indisposed,*' 
or " My Lord could not be seen," were 
the answers which he received. Once he 
was admitted to an audience, but he had 
not had leisure to speak on that subject 
which was nearest to his heart, when his 
lordship treated him with a stately apo- 
logy for withdrawing; hoped soon to 
have the honour of seeing him again, 
and, politely bowing, took his leave* 

To Albert he was still more distant. 
It was plain, that the Earl of Welborough 
was not inclined to remember the friends 
of Mr. Lesley. Challoner was not a lit* 
tie mortified at the altered carriage of his 
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old iViend, but he entertained a hope 
that it might be possible to reclaim him^ 
if he could succeed in obtaining another 
interview. 

Lesley, however, became more inac* 
cessible than ever. There was nothing 
on earth which Challoner loathed more 
than attendance on the disdainful great ; 
and he felt not a« little disgusted at the 
denials and excuses which he received. 
A rumour went abroad, that Miss Lesley 
was about to become the wife of Sir 
Henry Willoughby. This was distraction 
to Albert, whose multiplied enquiri^ 
had not procured for him even the poor 
satisfaction of knowing where Celia was ; 
whether she was an inmate of Lesley's 
London residence, or whether she re- 
mained in the West. 

More than once Challoner had seen 
Lesley without being able to hold com- 
munication with him. At length, worn 
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out by neglect, a new slight completely 
exhausted his patience, and he instructed 
Robert to announce to Lesley, that he 
wished and demanded to see him without 
delay^ 

The affluence which Lesley had sought 
through life did not bring with it all 
that felicity which he had calculated 
must be its companion. An intderable 
sensibility grew out of the alteration in 
his circumstances ^ it was not the sensi^ 
bility which afflicts " the tender for aa- 
other's woe,'* but that which springing 
from unalloyed selfishness, keeps the tor- 
tured possessor miserably on the alert to 
detect imaginary slights, and dooms th^ 
heart to the feverish glow of resentment, 
resentment of which shame and policy 
forbid the expression, though they can- 
not subdue the pain occasioned by the 
restraint imposed. 

Lesley shrunk with terrible alarm front 
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evefything that reminded him of his 
former situation^ or his old friends. £Us 
wife, though she herself was among the 
objects for which he blushed, and with 
most reason, shared his arrogance, and 
looked on those who had once been in 
her estimation respeetable,. and, indeed^ 
knportant personages, with aversion and 
coAtempt. 

Among th^ circumstances growing 
out of the restoration, which were the 
subjects of popular exultation, was the 
great national benefit considered to have 
been secured from the ready means fur- 
nished by that event for curing the 
disease called the king's evil. This it 
was believed the sovereign of England 
bad been commissioned by heaven to 
dismiss by the royal touch, and, Charley 
W9& well disposed to administer to his 
subjects all the relief which could be so 
cheaply jbestQwed. He w^s ^\xp,i q^ite 



y Google 



d30 THB WITCHi-FJ^IKER. 

as potent a piiysiciaa as any of his pre<i 
decessors j and^ for some time after his 
return, had most excellent practice at 
Whitehdl. . 

On one of these occasions, Chailoner 
attended. His Majesty sat in state be- 
neath a crimson canopy, in the ban- 
quetting house. The surgeons with their 
patients appeared at the door. A chap- 
Iain in full canonicds opened the busi- 
ness of the day with a prayer. He next 
read from the fourteenth verse of the 
sixteenth chapter of the gospel of St 
Mark, to the end of that chapter. The 
sick were then introduced ; a physician 
examined them as they advanced, to see 
that each who presented himself was 
really afficted with the evil. Being 
passed forward they knelt, and made 
three reverences. The king stood, and 
the chaplain repeating, •* They shall lay 
their hands upon-the sick and theiy shall 
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be healed/* the mooarch eaEclaimed, <^I 
touch thee, but God heal thee,'' and 
passed hi? hands down the cheeks of the 
patients. This having^ been done to 
each, the chaplain turned to the first 
chapter of the gospel of St. John, and 
while these words were litter«i, •* This 
is the true light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into .the world ;" a 
second chaplain presented on his knee a 
white ribband, (to which a golden coin, 
an angeU was attached,) which the king 
placed round the neck of each appli* 
cant. 

This ceremony had been gone through, 
a chapter from the epistles had been read, 
and the solemn prayer «« that Almighty 
God would bless the ceremony/' had 
concluded, when his Majesty, who having 
lifted his hands from the golden ewer in 
which he had washed, was in theact of tak-^ 
ing the towel from the comptroller of the 
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household, saw Challonei^, and affably 
noticed him with a smile. Challoner 
acknowledged this honour by bowing* 
Lesley, thje Earl of Welborough, per- 
haps, we ought to say, considered this 
mark of royal attention to have been, 
bestowed upon him, and answered it, as 
Challoner did, and at the same moment. 
The king imipediately after looked 
another way. Lesley perceived that 
Challoner had presumed to act as if he 
had been the individual intended to 
be honoured, and highly incensed at his 
conduct, when the king withdrew, and 
Challoner would fain have explained, 
the outraged courtier affected not to see 
him. It was immediately after this that 
Robert was despatched with the message 
already described. 

The conduct and present value of 
Challoner, were among the few topics on 
which Lrcsley and his lady were perfectly 
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agreed, and he thus poured forth his 
spirit, on his return, to the wife of his 
bosom. 

" Upon my soul, the conduct of that 
iellow, Challoner, becomes quite unbear- 
able." 

** I have thought so for some time,** 
-replied the lady ; " why do you not 
have done with him altogether ? But 
what has now chanced ?*' 

"Why, to-day, when the king was 
touching for the evil, he had the effron- 
tery to nod to me even in the royal pre- 



sence/' 



*« Indeed!'^ 

" And more than that, just as the king 
was washing, his Majesty, who seemed 
to have forgot having seen m.e before, 
gave me a look of recognition. This 
^Challoner, who stood near me, answered 
by making his obeisance before aU the 
crowd.'* 
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« That is just what I should expect 
from him." 

** I am determined I will put up with 
it no longer/* 

He had not finished, when a $ervai^ 
entered with news that Mr. Challoner's 
servant wished to ^ee my Lord. 

" To see me !" exclaimed the great 
man, ^* what does he want ?" 

" That he says he can tell to nobody 
but your Lordship." 

'< Eeally ! Lake master like man, Z 
«ee. Let Mm come up." 

Lesley received him with a frowning 
countenance and a scrutinising look. 

<* Well* iSir, and what may be the news 
with you ?" be demanded. 

« Why, Sir -^ my Lord, I mean, rather 
bad. My master is angry with you, and 
so you had better consider what you can 
do to make matteis up." 
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" That 18 your advice. And pray 
what is your master angry about?" 

" Why, since you put the question 
{dump, I believe it is because you so 
shabbily refused to lend a hundred pounds 
to him, after he had accommodated you 
with ten times that amount.'V 

*' This is your own thought." 

<« I know you like a man to speak his 
mind, so I own it is, and, between our- 
selves, you must confess that it was a 
very beggarly thing, and devilish un- 
grateful." 

" iSr," cried Lesley, " I am not going 
to parley with you, nor put up with 
the impertinence of any low*born ruffian 
on earth." 

« Low-born !— O, fie ! You ought 
not to upbraid me for what I cannot 
help. I am not of low birth from any 
defect in my ovm taste. Had I been 
consulted, I would not have put up with 
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a simple earl for my ancestor. I would 
have had, at least, a duke 5 many, I 
would ;have had an emperor. Never- 
theless, it ought to be remembered that 
manners make the man, and as for rank, 
you know — '* 

" I want no lecture on rank from you." 
♦" I was only going to say — ** 
" Spare yourself the trouble. I have 
no taste for your converaation.*' 

'" Well, now 1 — to see what changes 
take place. IMl be hanged if I don't 
think my conversation quite as good as 
:it was formerly, when^yoii were, so fond 
of plain speaking, a^d wanted to carney 
me, to persuade my master to lend you 
a thousand pounds." 

^* Fellow, be gone -^ leave my house 
directiy. Did your master send you fcH* 
this?" 

** O no, he is coming to take you in 
hand himself and will give you a good 
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dressing, so I have nothing to say to you. 
He only told me to say that he must and 
will isee you.'* 

« * He must and witt/* will he! — 
Well, then, he shall. To him I shall give 
a decisive answer, though I shall still be 
cooL" 

** Cool ! Why, you are not cool now. 
Look, mistress — my — lady, the poor 
man foams as if he had taken a mouthful 
of soap-suds.*' 

^* Soap-suds !*' echoed the lady, with a 
cry of horror and a face of scarlet. 
« This is your master's insolence." 

'< My master, ma'am^ was never inso- 
lent," 

^ Don't talk to me. Your master is 
anaudacious^ wicked — ^" 

" Now, don't go to contradict your- 
self. You know you told me that he was. 
im exceUent man." 

VOL. m. a 
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"I, fellow! When?'* 

" The night I saved you from bf eakiog 
your neck down stairs. I think it was 
somewhere about the last time but three 
of your getting tipsy at Homsey/* 

^* Do you hear the wretdi?*^ the lady 
enquired, looking indignantly on her lc»i?d. 

'** Quit the house/' vociferated Lesley. 

« Turn him out,** screamed the lady* . 

*^ These saucy reflections," resumed 
the husband, << shall not be ibigotten.*' 

"Reflections!*' exclaimed Robert^ with 
an air of amazement. " I meant no re« 
flections. I only spoke of facts, because 
you once told me you had a fancy ibr the 
plain truth. Though you forced me to 
mention circumstances which you know 
very well have occurred, 1 was all along 
careful to avoid making any reflections, 
and never llirew out a single hint, that I 
could remember when you had scarcely 
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a ccHA to bless yourself witbi and her 
elegant ladyship was only a saap-«boiler^s 
wife/' 

<• Begone, I say !" 

** Nor did I utter a single word to 
make it understood that but for the 
thousMid pounds which you got out of 
my master, you would not have been 
able to keep up .appearances, so as to 
bave a chance of soolJaing her riotous 
grief for poor dear Mr. Lee, with all the 
advantage of introduction and recom- 
mendation from your lately hanged 
ftiend, the murderer Johaaon." 

And having thus pr^epared the way for 
the part which he supposed his master 
had to act, Robert retired, grumbling as 
be went, on the di^rence between the 
reception which he h^ just met, and the 
treatment he had experienced when he 
first went to Mr. Lesley, at Hornsey. 

While he was retreating, Challoner 
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arrived. At the same, moment James 
Thorpe came to the door. 

"I am not sorry," said Challoner, 
•* to see you here. It should seem that 
the new peer has not made himself a 
stranger to all his old acquaintances." 

*[ Not to all of them," James repUedj 
" but to most of them, and, I believe, he 
has almost got down to me. Already 
I perceive that while he tells me he is 
glad to see me, his eye is averted} and his 
^hake of the hand is something like that 
inption which I conceive St. Paul to 
have^ used for the purpose of shaking off 
the viper. Shall I lead the way, and 
tell his lordship that you are here ?" 
' <r I have already been announced.*' 

,« And the lady?" enquired /James, 
iookinj? on Emma, who, with Alhei% 
now came un. " Has she also been «m- 
nounced ?" 
. << I shall make so free as to anoounce 
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her myself, should it be necessary. But 
ifyour influence here extends so far as to 
obtain an apartment, in which she can re- 
main with Albert, while I speak with the 
great man, you will oblige.** 

*-* That is done," said James, entering 
and throwing open the door of an apart* 
ment, '*and now I am ready to usher 
you into the presence of my lord.'* 

As Challoner stepped into the saloon in 
which Robert had received his audience, 
Lesley deemed it necessary to put on all 
the dignity which he was capable of as- 
suming. He looked coldly on the un- 
> welcome visitor, and with the air of one 
who was prepared to sustain an attack he 
began, 

<< Well, Sir, your imperial demand has 
not been made in vain. You insisted oh 
seieing me, and I am seen,** 

" You are, but not as you were once 



«een." 



ft 3 
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** Nor was your good pleasure signified 
to me, as it might hfave been once." 

^* Why, that is true. Perhaps I am 
too warm, and have not made sufficient 
allowances for the claims upon your time 
which necessarily grow out of recent cir- 
cumstances. But I cannot look on the 
son of my old friend with anger. If a 
momentary difference has existed, let it 
be forgotten. I came here on a matter 
in which yoii cannot but feel largely in- 
terested.** 

« I am ready to hear you. Sir.** 

*« When I had first the pleasure of 
seeing you at Homsey, you spoke to me 
respecting the attachment which then 
subsisted between Albert and your sister. 
You were desirous of seeing them unit- 
ed.** 

" And you, Sir, opposed it. I bowed 
to your decision, and altered my views 
accordingly.** 
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« I then disapproved of it, because the 
birth of Albert was not such» sp I be- 
lieved, as would justify me in consenting 
to their union." 

" And I disapprove of it for the same 
reason now." 

*« But then I eixed respecting him. 
Since it has taranspired, though to you 
perhaps^ from vatioua caa&^» the expla- 
nation has been but imperfectly given, 
that his origin was not dishonourable, 
and now, his humble fortuno^. excepted, 
no reproach can attach U> him/' 

" After what has chanced, you cannot 
expect that I should consent to give. my 
sister now, where she was. refused for- 
merly.'* 

« Refused, Sir l*' 

" Sir I'* repeated Lesley, indignant at 
being addressed a^ an equal* 

" My Lord, then, if your new tide is 
so grateful to your ear. My Lord, I 
Q 4 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



but I declined .jji«yi5g;^3bj:QB^t te,a 
^p^MTOifl^^lj^ljidji,! tV^ght Wjjgtelf^ con. 
^^vi^ jd^l^Matq^. t9 the, n^mm ^^l^^ 

(r.f< WeJI> §ttr, we need not.^fcjjca this 
at present. All I have to sa^jaa^ t^ati 
Be^^ ^when rank and affluem^ie (>|pqtend 
for her, she is not to be thr<](WQ<..#iF1E^y QH 
Qbsisi|l?iyjEmd poverty." > . 
- ; "vFor ol^scurity, my Lord^ ^lier#, ui^ 
doubted lyoprth is found, yoi^oiiqe de«^ 
^a^red yoa Qwld see no dishonour in a» 

J .^*' iWhat my former theoretical opinions 
iiPCdfc^ matters not now." 

,:f^ And for wealth, is it well, where 
WAiit^is not to be dreaded^ that hearts 
Ipv^ and fondly attache}^ : should be 
di^omcdjto pine, in GK?ripw» b^o$(\i»e;spmei 
dispariff m«y jamt ? As megk wjio h^ye- 
ka|»wn)84Kpr9ityi ,le<^ y^^^a^i^isel^es if 



y Google 



Trtfe WWCH-FIKIH2R. 3%5 

firom such considerations the MuPi^ etec* 
tion ought to be set aside/' 

*< This reasoning in the abstract may 
be rery fine, but in my situotioh I eantiot 
admire the practical application of it.'' 

^* But reflect^ the happiness of a sister 
is concemied/* 

<* I do reflect on that, while seeking 
to protiiote her welfare.** ^ 

** But acting as you now do, can you 
flatter yourself* that you are likely to 
promote her welfare? Need yoa he re- 
minded that riches are not hec^aty 
ingredients in the composition of faa^pi'^^ 
ness ? The heart's dearest wish cfoAsitlted, 
though splendour is denied, 1k4i«S<^^ bd^ 
bl6 plenty wOwns the frugal^ hdit^ the 
unambitious may enjoy a sw^t^ ^enlfT^ 
tion from dare, may -taste "c^ftrul^f^felig^y' 
here, while i^ious exMtatidn^ ^ly Whsgis^^ 
hope aspires td heaven* he^j^^r.Wi^q: a ^ 
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as much as you pleaaet the joys of poverty^ 
but if you expect to talk ixie into giving 
my sister to your^poor uBtitled depend^ 
ant, I will firankly at once tell you that 
you may as well spare your lungs the su* 
perfluous exertion, or wishing to speech- 
ify, go and talk to St. Paurs.'* 

•^ Reatty, Mr^ Lesley ~"^ 

** Mr. Lesley, indeed t" cried Lady 
Wellborougb, -~ as the ex^Mrs. Lee was 
now stiled. " I wonder, Sir, how you can 
take such liberties^ with persiHis of owr 
rank, or expect that people of quaUiy 
will allow of the couneotion you pro- 
pose !'* 

^<JFor my own part, madam/' Cballoner 
calmly replied, '< I hare no wish that 
Albert should endeavour to pass himsdf 
off ibr your ladyship's equaL I wish iDot 
to offend, by forgetting the respect due to 
rank) but telt me,^ lord^ have I got my 
final answer? Do you now disdainfully 
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rej€ct the alliance which yt^a once anx- 
imisly solicited ? Cftn your .principles 
have become so changed?** 

" Circumstances, Sir, haVe- changfed, 
and by referring you to these^ I give yott 
aH the vindication of my conduct which I 
consider necessary.'* 

" Varieties of fortune may affect a 
mean and sordid spirit, but the mind 
enlightened by just reflection, and en- 
throned on honour, holds princi^ 
sacred, and whatever changes may occui^, 
bows not to circumstances/' 

*< Well, Sir, you have seen me, and 
bestowed on me the sentimental treat 
intended fop my edification, and now I 
presume the important business which 
brought you here is at an end." 

" Not quite. I would ask, does your 
sister participate in your lordship's senti- 
ments-?" 

" I have not been very particalar in 
q6 
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tell you is, that she left town ;t]bi8 |MN^ 
ing for the west, tSd te ni^igried* / b - A 
^ ^' Y^ Bayifctdr Mdi.hftve tOt%^ you 

^ lEh^igisitiieten ;t^ wbain .^tor ^^shiy 
committed ilb^.cfere tpfci^to.^Viter be- 
haved somewhat Tud^Mth%i99$Qh was 
entej^wg :>Bwii^^ Ji?^, jiUtibeen 

atteadbiigr4the.ifx«0utQr* Qi poe??;..^ 
Lowen, and went with q^:i|>f4hewi to 
pa)r;a fiyc^wi^ ¥ii»(t:tOfjthe. B^^qsj^^ when 
I saw a lady jump from tbn^irvehicIe.L , The 
^geiEtllbnitamfinnped^jafter her^ claim^; her 
as hisi^wcSei,^ and insisted on im f ettiog 
into it again. He was peremptoi>^^(4|he 
«iSQfnti;ai7>^ thbt kioked likffi wM 'and 
^ wifoi^ fatut, ; as ihe wii9 a-geidd deal itiitated^ 
I tHbuj^t it necessat^ to do something 
tapaioifylihn,,i»o I knodked hjim down.'' 
^^IStUddk/^ him down^ l^' coried Leate^r. 
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" And whftffr'te^^y Sff ,: - -r- v ^i ; x 7<>i gn" 
-^ Btfld^^ I hed^^si Miijed.hcr hfere 
ill i§^ky/#ben^ ^49o^slimild'4X)i9tt^tb 
t^d8h^> d(!lor bat li^rr(M ftf«;di^<M 
N^viKe^ so I t{ioUgl$t I coiOd littbifeMow 
her it> belter haild$U^ ^^ - > > Lavii- 

^Indeed! Itielie^eytmi.¥&al^eagii«l 
agaiaM^^ine. Bot^if yott gp^^-tnttii, 
brifig her hither." ' ^ r. ,..voi 

** Atrf briiig liter c^mpsmy^h^/bevii' 
udded ChaHonen - *: '^.^3? { 

Jiawea left the' ro6in» irfiicb JLaile^ 

.^ow paced, in an agooay of ra^po^aadxics- 

* appointment* ^ . ;* j; ?: 

^ « Born to be my COTse P' bere9:Dlaiaied, 

i^when he saw his sister led -in fay ASBmt 

and £mma* •• Why are you hef e 9\h i 

«That/^ Ceftia»pflied,.:^.ihewfcoeaa. 
bled ) me to return ha% doubtleissi ex- 
plained/* 
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«* His meddling,** Le«d^ remarked, 
" might have been spared/' 

** Speak not thus of the service ren- 
dered,*' cried Challoner, " but rather 
recognise the hand of Heaven, which de- 
feats the policy of blind cupidity, to afford 
you an opportunity of calling the better 
feelings of your heart into action.'* 

•* Look on the pair whose iove you 
once approved.'* Emma here implored, 
^< Look on the tearful eye now appealing 
to your sympathy. Can you refuse 
that consent on which their happiness 
depeftds ?** 

^< Mr. Challoner, Madam, is^ in posses- 
sion of my final resolution in this matter. 
I am a stranger to those tendie^ feelings 
with which you seem so familiar, and 
hold that even love ought to be governed 
by reason.'* 

*«And can you,'* Emma resumed. 
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<< can you doubt that reason is here in 
favour of my prayer?" 

" No, indeed, Madam/* Lesley re- 
plied with a sarcastic smile ; •^ I have no 
doubt on the subject/* 

•< Can you doubt that, were Albert 
exalted as you are, and you but as he is, 
his affections would stiU be fixed oh the 
object of his early love, and his fortune 
and ctistinctiona mainly valued because 
they would render him more worthy of 
her hand.** 

" He, perhaps, would be very gener- 
ous, as would most peo^^le who want the 
means*** 

♦' But he had means,^ Challoner an- 
grily interrupted, " when you wanted 
them, and the use which be made of them 
was once the subject of your unmeasured 
praise.** 

*« And he now wants, or yoa do for 
him, re-payment, with no small interest/* 
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«' And some interfest may not unVea^ 
sonably be required, from a man who 
holds the opinion you have heretofore 
avowed, when in a situation to receive 
pecuniary aid from your friends, that 
eternal gratitqde was but the legitimate 
interest which ought to accrue on a ge^ 
nerous action/* 

*• To all such remarks you have ray 
answer already. My former ideas must 
be urged with more eloquence than you 
possess, to induce me to change my 
present practice.** 

« My eloquence has not yet been 
tried. Lesley, it grieves me to see you 
act thus. Could your father witness this 
conduct, he would almost start from his 
grave, and compel you to change your 
course.** 

♦< When he starts from his grave I will 
change it.** 

y« Spare this miserable levity. It ill 
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herself ,9J(^^?,',,, ,.,, r^.-^,,, .c,c-« J«s:9:,;, 
" Sir," cried Lesley, ^£^yBd^i|g,tbe 

and ,tl»jp^^i^. the mp^t refft^tt^-^tsf- 

scen^^^i^^d .be , brqughtj, tgj a>^^ 
When my sister has the .^&^^p^ fn^fr 
shf^asj^jy ^ conaem^Jta ni^ijjy. ,^jRnier 
other .cyaunstfijLQgSj should ^ejbeco^ie 

follow \ aqds^e Igiows tbaji,t^ib^^y|. Jt^ 

bajid \fii,\\9^ W con^^^ ?W IjSi ^1^^ 
the prcMuise •— the solemn promise|^paa(^ 

to a jdyjpgj parent. ?i?hQ/ j?c^i©|ei!f her 

to my care/* «',ts '(..,<; 

ChallQJj^,|^r§w^*:^9?.jpfjj 
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scorn at the speaker. He paused for a 
xiiomeDt) then, advancing towards Lesley, 
replied, — 

** It is time that this scene should 
close* I will not detain you long. My 
lord, my lord, enjoy the luxurious sound, 
for never again sliall it be addressed to 
you.** 

** By Mr^ Challoner. That is terrible ; 
but, under this hard decree, I shall en- 
deavour to set the world an example of 
fortitude.** 

" Dismiss that fool's laugh, Lesley, 
and hearken to what I have to tell. You 
have suddenly started into unlooked-for 
greatness, through the death of one so 
remotely connected with you, that the 
relationship was hardly known, till you 
were called upon to inherit the title and 
estates of the deceased.** 

" The relationship being sufficient to 
satisfy the law, is quite enough for me.** 
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« You have succeeded in consequence 
of the death of the late ead's son preced- 
ing his own. There was a nearer kins- 
man than yoiirself, the earl's cousin, 
Reginald. He died many years ago, 
and the consequent failure of his line 
was held to give ybu the right of succea- 
aon.'* 

" Yes, poor cousin Re^nald vefy 
affectionately died once upon a time. 
You seem to know all about it." 

** But you do not, as yeU You shall 
soon be informed. Know, then, that the 
son of that Reginald — the son of Regi- 
nald Raymond, the true Earl of Wel- 
borough, now confronts you, in the 
despised Albert** 

" Rivett's candlesticks !" shouted 
James, with a burst of laughter. 

" What do you mean by that?'* Lesley 
angrily demanded. 

*• I beg pardon, but Rivett, the Holbom 
brazier, who bought the equestrian statue 
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of the late king, and has been selling 
candlesticks,' as valuable curiosities, made 
from its metal, has just produced the un- 
broken figure, to be set up again, and all 
these highly prized candlesticks are only 
worth the price of common ^rass. Thus 
you and your consort, set up as my lord 
and my lady, now that the true statue of 
Lord Welborough is produced, like these 
same candlesticks, lose all your late im* 
portance.*' 

Lesley frowned, but, resuming his 
noflchaJance replied, with an affectation 
of mirth, 

" Really, you compel me to tell you, 
CbaUoner, that you are a very foolisli 
parson. You are getting too romantic 
for rtie i ntow you have made your 
spetob/ make your exit, or I shall be 
di^l^sed^Jto^ttim you out/' 
:::?c«fl*o*wi^*'^<>w^tthin ear-ahol, who, 
at one word from me, will turn you oift.^* 
What !** cried the former widow of the 
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late Mr. Lee, firing up in.the cs^jfip ^f 
her husband^ << have you the ixxxpude^cie 
to talk of turning a nobleman out of l^is 
own house!" 

" Madam, you provoke some severity 
of reply in my own vindication. I would 
not turn a nobleman out of his own 
house, but I will remove from the 
house of a nobleman, the actor who has 
played his part so badly, and with him 
all his low connection." 

« O, if that's the case," James whis- 
pered to Mrs. Lesley, " we are all in the 
suds. He evidently meant this for a 
reflection on soap lees**' 

" This fable. Sir, with which you have 
thought proper to amuse me," cried 
Lesley, f < ia too ridiculous to merit serious 
attent^iqn.i Had there been iivw,ord <^ 
truth in it, I should, |^ye,i)€»it fiitQCuN^ 
i^i A, difl^|]pi};^ wfty ' Vfhen )EW*iJ^»A Ji Jioint 
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<< Sir, the great point which I had to 
gain was to give the son of an old friend 
a chance of redeeming his character. 
Various circumstances led me to suspect 
you of meanness and ingratitude. I 
hoped the voice of reason would prevail, 
and that you would not have proved 
yourself dead to every generous 
feeling. Had my hope, been realised, 
you might possibly have been spared 
the humiliation which now awaits you, 
and permitted to wear the title which 
you have proved yourself so compet^H 
to disgrace, even to your death. You 
had an opportunity of acting wisely. By 
manly liberality you might have pre- 
served for life, what you have now lost 
forever." 

" But proofs, Sir, of your fiuQ tale will 
be necessary.'' 

« Proofs, Sir — abundant {H-oofs are 
at your service. These have already 
U 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



THE WITQttfFINl^SE* 85Q 

been laid before the Klng« He has re- 
cognised the justice of the claim "which I 
kave.set up. It is not necessary that you 
should do so too. The dying wretch 
whom you once wished to call brotherj 
but forgot in his distress, furnished me 
with the names of many living witnesses 
who can support the testimony which I, 
and another now in your presence, are 
prepared to oflfer." 

The proofs offered, the facts stated, 
and the whole deportment of Challon- 
er, carried conviction to the heart of 
Lesley, that he spoke but the truth* 
Abashed, incensed, but dismayed, t^ 
Altering hypocrite made an attempt at 
8elf*vindiQation« 

*< If,— if~l have spokai with harsh- 
ness, it should be remembered that a man 
in my situation may be excused, if—" 

" You mean, I presume to say, that 
a fnan in your supposed situation, maf 
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with propriety forget, in the day of his 
greatness, those he was well content to 
know before. — Agreed Sir, I now act 
on. your principle, and counsel the Earl 
of Welborough to do the same. Come 
Albert, forget that the name of Lesley 
was ever known to you.** 

" Never, Sir ! ** 

•*How! will you thus, in the first 
moment of your recognised rank, turn 
against me?** 

" No, Sir, I prove my attachment to 
your principles by refusing to do what 
you have too precipitately advised. 
Though I would not so far confound 
good with evil, as to be again the friend 
of that miserable man ; yet against you, 
against all the world, I would be faithful 
to unpresuming virtue, and disinterested 
love.** 

*« This is bliss,** cried Challoner, em- 
bracing Albert while he spoke. " You 
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prove yourself worthy of yoiit 'fortune, 
since you scruple not to oppose even itie, 
when rash resenttnent carries me too far. 
Lesley has already absolved Celia from 
the vow which he named, by giving his 
consent to her union with title. Tiiis 
shall now be hers ; but what is the loftiest 
sounding title breathed by a human po- 
tentate, compared with that nobility which 
God hiniself bestows in a generous heart 
and an enlarged understanding/^ 

Though nor word, nor look, was ad- 
dressed to him, Lesley took the implied 
reproach. Unable to meet the glance 
which reproved his meanness, he left the 
room. His consort did the same, with 
a countenance suffused with tears — tears 
as genuine as those which it had been 
her occupation to shed two mbiiths be- 
fore, over the remains of the late Mr. Lee. 

The tears of Celia fell bn'tfie hand by 
which hers Was clasped. '''* jt ~^t. v; 

VOL. Ill* & 
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S 1 J ''* ^itodoajme,?^ r ehe ^aed/i * V»tftat if^ 

iAyh»f>tii^^ iibaaeQienig not iii |(S«f tii»^ 
bttfr iB 4pfrite ^Mtfi ifeithdraw.:OQ|>(4he 
hand which parental friendsbi{i>kajSng}^fiB 
to' gei^er^r l^oire, jbeari wititetoi irenK^en 
Ihut it> is decacHte ^my^ bedirtiassvifesTi^e 
i^bat I have not onlyxniyf birothei^'ilcfl^aeiit 
in ' words, bftt the approving sMxctiKrairf 
tny Other's spirit, i§ from a hapfdmm^dd 
he now l)eholds his 4ihild?* > . i 

'hMl could have wished/V aaid Chj^ 
i^ta^i <?' to have seett ijone.sad^, nai^ 
^bash^/^!mr'thi9 d^'. But litblfit^t^^^ 
«l^kk' will 1»ot spare : its owneC)^ aB^^fi^Ss- 
"!#f Tnfisyit '§tiffer for having, indulged .it. 
^et^ (u§, 'happier moments: ar^ coimog. 
"fetaffta^' w^ sliaU sodn see oar cbai:g% 
iSflj^t and Celiac become t<?4iit)^i eX- 
^^^iVed^ t&biiti mtymth, • You jatid I 

life, but humbly £ldess the Providence 
which permits us to meet ere its noon be 
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^fViinmg of our being* sIuM eh^- ovAy/is9 
^kkt ttay for a clouidless arid nevier-w4- 
4ti'g morroir.^' -:/..! 

It iiToiiid not be very eDtextMninf^ifiJi. 
'irere>practicab}e here to recite all ti^ 
^as spoken; That reader of romatnc^is 
but in his or her noviciate^ who haar/not 
alreftdy anticipated every thing the Au- 
thor could add if he were to << bestow 
biis tediousness*' cm ten more pages.] Ima- 
^tiation may better wfaiflper the joyt^W 
^pressions, the blushing ayowra^^j the 
ildncere congratulations tio^ if(e^lofwW» 
nor will it fail to suppose that ^the' p^- 
cipai personages of the tale, the y^Htjht 
^nd the maiden, the witch and the "wifpi^' 
Jtndcr (Challcmer), to use the expressible 
termination of the stories which amu^d 
our childfaood)' '^'liVed ha|)pyrever .$i|eg<i* 
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Thejbllcmf^ is the document referred to hy 
Latweuy voL iii. p. 225. 

To our Right trusty and right welbeloved 
Cousins and CounceUo", William, Earle of 
Pembroke, Chamberlaine of o' Household, 
and Thomas, Earle, of Arundell,; to o"" trusty 
and right welbeloved Councello', John !Lo 
Digby, Vice-Chamberlen of o' Household, 
and to o'^ Right trusty and welbeloved Coun- 
cello", S* Robert Naunton, Knight, one of 
o' Principall Secretaries of State, Sir George 
Calvert, Knight, one other of o'^ PrindpaU 
^Secretaries of State, and S' Fulke Qreville, 
Knight, Chancellor and Undertrear of o' Ex- 
chq', to any foure of them. 
James R. 
Right trusty and right well beloved Cousins 
and Counsellors, and right trusty and well be- 
loved Counsellors, we greet you well. Whereas^ 
at the humble suite of o'' servantes, John Cotton, 
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John Williams, and Thomas Dixon, and in 
recompense of their services, we have been 
pleased to license them to build an Amphi- 
theatre, which hath passed o' signet, and is 
stayed at o* privy seal, and finding therein 
conteyned some such words and clauses as may 
in some constructions seem to give them greater 
liberty both in the point of buylding and using 
of exercises, than is any way to be permitted, or 
was ever by us intended; we have thought fitt 
to comaund and give authority unto you, or any 
fower of youy to cause that already passed to be 
cancelled, and to give order imto o' Solicitor 
Greneral for the drawing up of a new warrant 
for o' signature to the same pties, according 
to such directions and reservations as herewith 
we send you; wherein wee are more p'ticular 
both in y* affirmative and y* negative, to the 
end that as on the one side wee would have 
nothing passe us to remain upon record, w^ 
either for the form might not become us, or for 
the substance might cross o' many proclam- 
ations pursued with so good success for buyld- 
inges, or on the other side might give them 
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charges, to which ftnd aree wish that jou call 
them before you, and let them know o' plea- 
rtireand fesrolutioii therein. — Givjbp iiniJej;^ q^ 

29th of September, in the eighteenth yeiAr tf 
o' reigne of ' ©wiite Brittrfgne, I'rance, And 
IrtWrid, /\ '' '-' '',."' / . • • 









'THE £»!>•' 



3 ;>».'i ^ IHiktM by. A: & B. Spottbwoode, 

311*; &c:^^ ':} . "• * '^"NeW-f^f^sqCAre: 
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THE MYSTERY; on, R)]^XXmXM»»^0!^ 

A KoVel. S Vols. 

-' fcALTHbftRE ; OR, YAtL^iif FORTllNfe^. 

TheJ^QL^-ARPS. A.Tide. SVub..;;. , 

^ *' The Lollards is a Tale abounding in incidi^t| ;i(ft4 
rich in pathos. The interest is equ^y divided, 'and if 
not interrupted by tedious digressions, irrelevant matter, 
or Ions dialogues, which 'no way bear on the chief sub- 
ject of the story. Lord Cobham and John Huss are 
conspicuous parts in this history of the Lollards, nor can 
their death-scenes be read without strong emotion. 

" The gentle Alice, Lord Cobham's daughter, the noble- 
minded, constant, Matilda, the betrothed of his son, are 
characters sweetly drawn ; and Octavius, the high-spirited 
son of the venal Earl Powis, by whom Lord Cobham was 
betrayed, even unto death, inspires a strong interest in the 
reader's breast. All the characters are in nature, and a 
graceful simplicity reigns. thiooghout." — New Monihly 
Magazine, 

^ This tale merits a high rank in a class of writings, 
carried to new and great perfection in our dav. The era 
which it attempts to pourtray, is one of deep mterest, and 
very difficult to be delineated. The difficulty has been 
surmounted in a way which does infinite credit to the 
author, who must have read extensively to have enabled 
himself to involve so much of private life in the tale of a 

Eeriod of which the domestic details have been so scantily 
anded down to us. His local antiquities are exceedindv 
curious. A deep and appalling interest is combined witn 
fine graphic illustrations and singular traits of ancient 
manners. Truly does it make * forgotten generations live 
again.' Upon the whole, we^attldsay of ^ The Lollards/ 
that it is at once^asL ui^cpm^of^ ^ i^trucdve, and a 
well-written tale, with, io^den^ w /sufiBcient pathos and 
interest, to rivet the atfention of those who look for a 
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weU-connected fiible, to unfold at every link the useful 
and agreeable." — Literary GazeiU. 

^ In the class of those w&b have been most mccessfiil 
as historical novelists, we vrould rank the author of ' the 
Lollards.' He now in his present work carries us back 
four centuries, and shews that he is well versed in all the 
niceties and peculiarities of our history, and well able to 
combine them with the Ughter attractions of romance. 
* The Lollards,' in a tale replete with interest and power- 
ful description, ^ves an admirable view of the early 
period of the Reformation with weli-drawn characters of 
some of the individuals who were most distinguished, and 
a curious but faithful picture of English, manners in tiie 
beginning of the fifteenth century." — Literati/ Chronicle, 

OTHER TIMES ; or, THE MONKS OF 
LEADENHALL. 

** The plot is ^ood. We laud the ingenuity with which 
excellent descriptions, both graphics and moral, are 
introduced. A pilgrimage to the tomb of St. Thomas a 
Becket at Canterbu^ is admirable, and there is a strikii^ 
acc6unt of ti^ insurrection in the North, apinst the sup-^ 
presaion of monasteries. Novel readers will find < Other 
iHides' worthy of the present times, when this species of 
writing stands so high, and derive mcch gratification fixxm 
its graphic and interesting pages,^*"^Liierary GasseUe. 

** This Novel exhBnts a faithful picture of English man- 
ners, and gives an equally correct view of ancient London. 
Yet it would be an act of injustice to the author, if we 
suiBfered it for a moment to be supposed that his sole or 
even principal merit lay in these ; on the contrary, they 
are but the incidental adjuncts to a deeply-interesting 
and well-conHected.narrative, enriched witn many scenes 
of exquisite pathos." — JMerary Chronicle, 

" The Monks of Leadenhall is a good Novel : the 
autJior has spirit, and imagination, and knowledge too." 

Bktckwood^s Magassme, 

**The work before us abounds with interesting situ- 
adonSy and is rich in those subjects to which the author 
seems now chieflyto devote his attention, in the depict- 
ing of ancient manners, and bringing out the character 
of his personages with all the quaint and graphic touches 
of antiquity." — New Monttdy magazine. 
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